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LATIMER ROAD RANGERS 
 
The local club QPR was founded in 1882 as St Jude’s by old boys of the Queen’s Park School at the St 
Jude’s Institute. In 1886 St Jude’s merged with Christchurch Rangers and became Queen’s Park 
Rangers, as most of the players were from the Queen’s Park estate. After playing at Harvist Road, 
Queen’s Park, Welford Fields (1885), the London Scottish Ground, Brondesbury (1888), Home farm, 
Kensal Rise Green, the Gun Club, Wormwood Scrubs, the Kilburn cricket ground, and the Kensal Rise 
athletic ground (1899), in 1901 the QPR ground was Latimer Road, Notting Hill. The players got changed 
in the Latimer Arms on the corner of Walmer Road and walked down the road to the ground. According to 
Hidden London, local residents complained that the club lowered the tone of the area (then one of the 
worst slums in London) and they were evicted the following year.  
 
A hundred years on Rangers are apparently about to return to the old Dairy Crest site off Latimer Road. 
After they were last here, QPR played at the Agricultural Society, Park Royal (1904), the Park Royal 
Ground (1907), the former Shepherd’s Bush FC ground at Loftus Road (1917), White City (1931), Loftus 
Road (1933), White City (1962) and Loftus Road (1963 to present), to achieve the record of the most 
home grounds of any league team. At the turn of the 21st century, QPR were owned by Chris Wright of 
Chrysalis who are based on Freston (formerly Latimer) Road. And Stan Bowles used to frequent the KPH 
on Ladbroke Grove. 
 
HEAVEN WEST XI 
 
Apart from the 1901-02 season Notting Hill has not been on the league football map, but through the 20th 
century the area has had its share of football associations. In the Heaven West XI fantasy football team 
we have Alan Mullery, Jimmy Bloomfield, Jimmy Hill, Stan Bowles, Dennis Wise, Les Ferdinand, John 
Barnes, Paul Gascoigne, Daniele Dichio, and the England defence from 1966 who brought the World Cup 
back from Wembley along Ladbroke Grove. (Bobby Charlton has recalled people applauding in every 
window and wondering what it would have been like if we had lost.) The manager is Terry Venables of 
QPR, England, etc and the Scribes West club on Kensington High Street. The ref is David Elleray, the 
chairman of the Harrow Club on Freston Road. 
 
JIMMY BLOOMFIELD 
 
The Rugby Club photo album of 1940s and 50s teams compiled by Bert Taylor features the future football 
stars Jimmy Bloomfield, Johnny Haynes and Alan Mullery. The Rugby Club member Jimmy Bloomfield 
was playing with the Fulham legend Johnny Haynes for a Middlesex county team on tour in Germany in 
1952. Jimmy Bloomfield went on to play for Arsenal, and managed Orient and Leicester.  



In a football magazine clipping in the Rugby Club album he was described as a ’24 year old inside-
forward, one of the players who began this season hoping to revive Arsenal’s former glory.’ 
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Rugby Club team 1950-51 
 



 
 
ALAN MULLERY 
 
Alan Mullery, of Fulham, Spurs and England, the greatest born and bred local sporting hero of the late 20th 
century, appears with a quiff as ‘Muller’, the captain of the mid 50s Rugby Juniors (who also featured Fitz, 
George Croxon, Bill Maynard, Ikey and Bas Briggs). In the 1975-76 season Rothmans Football Yearbook 
Mullery’s birthplace is down as Notting Hill rather than London as with other players. He was best known 
for being sent off in a 1970 World Cup warm-up game against a Mexico select XI. Mullery was capped 35 
times, won the cup with Spurs in the all-London 1967 final v Chelsea, and was on the losing side in the 
next all-London affair, Fulham v West Ham in 1975. After that he went into management, at Brighton, 
Crystal Palace, QPR and Barnet, and football punditry. 
 
In the 90s the Standard’s Ken Dyer noted faded ‘Mullery is God’ graffiti near Craven Cottage. Mullery 
himself reminisced about Johnny Haynes: “I was born and raised in Notting Hill and by the time I was 14 
the scouts were coming around the house. I could have gone to other London clubs but the Fulham scout 
gave me two free tickets for a match there and I sat among the crowd of 40,000 and just drooled at 
Johnny Haynes. It was then I decided to go to Fulham. The team was full of characters. I recall Tosh 
Chamberlain walking off the pitch during the game, borrowing a fag off someone and sitting down beside 
me for a smoke. Johnny Haynes sprayed a 50 yard pass out to where he should have been and Tosh just 
stood up and shouted “You’ve ignored me all the time I’ve been out there but as soon as I go and have a 
smoke, you give me a pass”.’ 
 

 
 
JIMMY HILL 
 
The hippest and most unlikely local football connection has to be Jimmy Hill as a regular at the Mangrove, 
the radical black community centre on All Saints Road, when his wife managed the restaurant, and a 
Notting Hill Gate resident. Ever since touring the Caribbean with an FA XI in the late 50s, the former 
Fulham player, manager of Coventry, chairman of Fulham and TV pundit renowned for his chin, has 
apparently been a keen calypso enthusiast. 
 



 
 
STAN BOWLES 
 
‘Stan Bowles was one of the best players English football has ever seen. He had the world at his feet, but, 
always a gambler, he gambled on his career and lost. Still, he lost with immaculate style.’ Steve Bidmead, 
442 Great Footballers. 
 
The most legendary and skilful local footballer is the 70s flair player Stan Bowles of QPR 1972-79, Man 
City, Bury, Crewe, Carlisle, Nottingham Forest, Orient, Brentford and England. The star of the great 1975-
76 QPR team who narrowly missed out on the championship to Liverpool, Stan was perhaps better known 
for his gambling habit. He was to betting what George Best was to drinking; renowned for often being in 
the bookies outside Loftus Road 15 minutes before kick off. The Crewe manager Ernie Tagg joked that ‘if 
Stan Bowles could pass a bookmaker’s like he could a football he’d have no problems at all.’  
 
In the framed extract from Stan the Man in the KPH (Kensington Park Hotel) on Ladbroke Grove, Stan 
recalls visiting the pub during a gambling session over the road; whilst at the bar he heard a commotion 
outside and went to watch as police raided the club. The Bowles tribute is inscribed by Stan with: ‘To 
everyone at the KPH, I remember it well, good luck.’  
 
The ‘Another Fine Mess’ chapter begins: ‘So, after gambling my way through about half a million quid, I 
ended up on the dole. Jane was standing by me, and telling the press that she still loved me. We both 
knew that my career had to come to an end sometime, and now I had plenty of time on my hands. How 
would I use it? Badly, that’s how! One very hot summer’s day, I went out – as was my custom at the time – 
with a friend of mine, Chrissy Morris, to an illegal gambling club owned by Dave Carroll. I said to Chrissy, 
‘You put my bet on, and I’ll go over the road and order the beers.’ The club was facing an Irish pub called 
the Kensington Park Hotel – known locally as the KPH – and so I strolled over and ordered two pints. As I 
came back to the door of the pub, I heard someone shout, ‘Go! Go!’ Suddenly, about forty coppers 
appeared from nowhere and swarmed on the gambling club, smashing down the door with axes – It was 
like an episode of The Sweeney. 
 
‘The police arrested everyone in the club, including Chrissy, and they were all led away in handcuffs to 
spend a night behind bars. I was standing at the pub doorway, looking totally innocent, as they were 
frogmarched into Black Marias. I had a little chuckle to myself, and went back into the pub. If the police 
had done their homework, they would have known that the door they had just smashed down was 
unlocked all the time anyway, so they could have just walked in. They wrecked the whole place: searching 
the ceiling voids, under the carpets, everywhere. After that, I kept my head down, and didn’t see Chrissy 
for three days. The police let him go, but they got two convictions out of it – one bloke went down for three 
years… Although I’d retired from professional football, a friend, Nipper Houston – who had been jailed 
during the Notting Hill riots years previously – had bought a big pub in Epping called the Cock and 
Magpie. He said, ‘I’ve just taken over a football team, Stan. Come over to the pub…’ 
 
Which footballer has appeared at Wembley the most times? Answer: Stan Bowles, 3 games for England 
and 982 appearances at Wembley dog track. Danny Baker writing in the Times re Michael Owen’s 
gambling habit: ‘Of course none of this would have come about if only local councils had taken my advice 
and furnished every school library in Britain with a copy of Stan the Man. Had this been been made law 



then, the preposterous modern image of footballers as responsible role models would not now be lying in 
smoking ruins.’ 
 
Stan Bowles was ahead of his time, the first pop star footballer, a charismatic flair maverick with far more 
hip associations than the likes of David Beckham. He told 442: “I wasn’t socialising with footballers – Don 
Shanks was my mate, but he wasn’t really a footballer anyway! Charlie George was another… There were 
a few people in the rock game who I got on with, like Phil Lynott from Thin Lizzy. I spent a lot of time with 
Phil – he used to live just up the road from me. Some of the Sex Pistols used to go to QPR matches 
because they were from White City, Phil Collins too.” Stan played with the Sex Pistols in a celebrity 5-
aside tournament v the Stranglers with Rod Stewart at Wembley, though he said he ‘swerved’ an invite to 
an Elton John party. Mick Jones of the Clash and the DJ Robert Elms are also QPR fans.  
 
To many the QPR of Stan Bowles represent the beautiful game and the halcyon days of 70s flair football 
with the hippest fans. Martin Amis, however, found that the denizens of Loftus Road ‘all had the 
complexion and body-scent of a cheese-and-onion crisp, and the eyes of pitbulls. But what I felt most 
conclusively, above and below and on every side, was ugliness – and a love of ugliness.’ The 80s QPR 
player Ian Stewart, also of Millwall and Northern Ireland, was in a punk band in Belfast and edited a 
fanzine. In recent years the QPR punk rock tradition has been maintained by Marc Bircham – who sported 
a blue and white punk hairdo, Gareth Ainsworth, and Pete Doherty of the Libertines and Babyshambles. 
The Others post-Libertines outfit have a ‘Stan Bowles’ tribute number. 
 

 
 
DENNIS WISE 
 
The least popular local footballer at the moment – at least in the north east, Dennis Wise, of Chelsea, the 
Wimbledon ‘crazy gang’, Southampton, Coventry, Leicester, Millwall, Newcastle and England, is the local 
sporting hero of the modern era; lifting 5 major trophies with Wimbledon and Chelsea; and best represents 
Notting Dale with his ‘Dennis the Menace’ disciplinary record. In the early 19th century the Portobello farm 
was known as Wise’s farm after the possible Dennis ancestor William Wise; his father was the landlord of 
the Bridport Arms on Avondale Park Road (on the site of the Piggeries). The pub, formerly run by Denny 
Mancini and later called Tops, was renowned for its lock-ins. Dennis’s dad is recalled as an affable little 
hardcase who encouraged and coached him. 
 
Wisey told the Standard that he grew up in Notting Hill, unnecessarily adding “not the posh part” (though 
it’s been done up a bit recently), and went to Christopher Wren School in White City, which was also 
attended by Les Ferdinand and Linford Christie. Dennis and Les are rumoured to have been involved in 
the notorious vandalism of Percy Thrower’s Blue Peter garden at the BBC White City Centre in 1983. As 
Dennis succeeded Alan Mullery as the captain of the Walmer Road Rugby Club, he played against Les’s 
Harrow Club side from Freston Road and with him for the Christopher Wren School team. 
 
In his biography Les Ferdinand recalls the Rugby Club as ‘our biggest rivals… They used to beat us most 
of the time and you could see even then that Dennis was a good player… All the players respected 
Dennis because he was such a good footballer… His dad used to really help and encourage him all the 
time. Recently I saw an article that Dennis did, where he said that the only person who used to bunk off 
more than him was Les Ferdinand. He must have been having a joke with the journalist because that is 
totally untrue.’ Gianfranco Zola said: “I try to learn the language, but every time I listen some place (sic) 
like Dennis Wise, my English go down.” 
 



 
 
LES FERDINAND 
 
‘Sir Les’ Ferdinand of QPR, Spurs, Newcastle, Leicester, Bolton and England, was born at St Mary’s 
hospital, Paddington, to St Lucian parents. He grew up on Faraday Road off Ladbroke Grove, and the 
Lancaster West Estate, where his football career began as recalled in the Sir Les book:  
 
‘Once we moved to Latimer Road there were a lot more kids about and we started to play these massive 
20-aside matches on the grass area between the blocks of the estate. That’s when I first began to play for 
my first real side, when I was about 9 or 10. I used to play for two teams around that time. One was called 
the Barandon Eagles, which was made up of some of the guys who lived around our walkway which was 
called Barandon Walk.’ 
 
‘There was a youth club down the road called the Harrow Club, which is still there now. We used to play 5-
aside in the gym there and we got really serious about it, playing other teams from the area. I remember 
going there with some of the boys from school. It was in an old converted church and my mum didn’t mind 
me going there, because at least she knew where I was most of the time. It meant we weren’t hanging 
around in the streets and kept us away from the sort of problems you can get involved with if you get 
bored. We used to spend most of our free time at the Harrow Club; it was a good youth club, with table 
football and other games as well. It was at this time that I began to get more interested in football, and I 
suppose certain people began to influence my thinking about becoming a footballer.’  
 
Les worked part-time after school at West 10 steam cleaners and recalled All Saints Road at the time as 
‘seen as one of the centres for drugs in London. So it was generally regarded as a bit of a rough place, but 
I really enjoyed my time growing up round there. I look back now and think I wish I could buy a house in 
Ladbroke Grove, but it is a very busy area and I probably wouldn’t get a quiet life. I still have a lot of 
friends there and when I go back to London I go out around there sometimes. I think it’s important not to 
lose touch with where you come from.’ As well as his involvement in the Blue Peter garden affair, Les was 
renowned for dating The Word presenter Dani Behr. The chairman of the Harrow Club was the 90s ref 
David Elleray. 
 
JOHN BARNES 
 
The most successful and tenuously connected local player, John Barnes of Watford, Liverpool and 
England first played for the Stowe Boys Club at 258 Harrow Road. During his Merseyside years he was 
responsible for an upsurge in support for Liverpool in Ladbroke Grove. In 2005, as plans were afoot to 
resurrect the Stowe club, John Barnes returned to west London with Les Ferdinand for a racism in football 
debate at Hammersmith Town Hall. 
 
DANIELE DICHIO 
 
The latest local football star, the half-Italian Daniele Dichio of QPR, Newcastle and Millwall, was brought 
up on St Mark’s Road. As he succeeded Les at Rangers, Dichio’s background was summed up in the Sun 
in the usual manner: “It’s not easy growing up in London’s Ladbroke Grove. It’s a notorious area and it’s 
easy to get in with the wrong crowd… I had a chance in football, yet I was hanging about with people who 



were heading to Wormwood Scrubs… I could have been banged up in jail – now I’m banging goals in for 
QPR… Getting a score… Dichio rejected drugs and decided to get his kicks playing for QPR.’ 
 
PAUL GASCOIGNE 
 
Heading in the opposite direction, following in the footsteps of Stan Bowles from international fame to local 
pub notoriety, Paul Gascoigne ended his England career in the Portobello Star pub with Chris Evans and 
Danny Baker, on their notorious tabloid pub crawl in the run up to the 1998 World Cup – also taking in 
Finch’s and Damien Hirst’s Pharmacy restaurant at Notting Hill Gate. After Gazza was duly dropped from 
the England squad, Chris Evans received death threats and quit the area. 
 
In 2007 Frank Lampard opened the Kensington and Chelsea Youth Offending Team gym on Oxford 
Gardens. When QPR played Chelsea in the Cup in 2008 the Hillgate pub on Hillgate Street at Notting Hill 
Gate was described as a war zone by local resident Mr D Cameron (not David) as the crowd filled the 
street and were joined by van loads of police.  
 
In another Portobello Arsenal link following in the tradition of the Gunners supporting Earl of Lonsdale, Ian 
Wright of Arsenal and England had his bike stolen from outside a café on Portobello Road a la David 
Cameron. Ian Wright had previously appeared on Portobello under the Westway in the video of ‘Do the 
Wright Thing’ with the Pet Shop Boys. He was also largely responsible for local support of Arsenal in the 
90s. 
 
RUGBY  
 
Laurence Dallaglio and Martin Offiah On the surface Notting Hill’s rugby connections might not seem 
any better than the area’s football links, but… Laurence Dallaglio of Wasps and England was born and 
bred in Shepherd’s Bush and Ladbroke Grove. The iconic England captain was the only local player in the 
Loftus Road-based Wasps side. Martin Offiah of Widnes, Wigan and England appeared in a play by the 
White City novelist Courttia Newland and at Kensal Community Centre once when I was playing 5-aside 
football there in the early 90s. 
 
CRICKET 
 
Of the Walmer Road Rugby Club cricket team that won the 1914 Boys Club Cup only 5 came back to 
Notting Dale from World War 1. 
 
John Murray  The 60s England wicket-keeper John Murray lived at 3 Mersey Street between Latimer 
Road and Bramley Road. Derek Jones: “The cricketer John Murray lived in Mersey Street, which is the 
same street where my cousins lived, the Marrions, the oldest Ron was in the second world war. You talk 
to people a couple of years older than me and I think John Murray was a good cricketer but he knew the 
right people. He was a very dapper man, John Murray. I remember seeing him, he belonged to the Rugby 
Club and was a very good table-tennis player. There was a cousin of mine, Gordon Hartley, who as a 
schoolboy, he was a batsman and he was better than Murray, so I’m told. Gordon, now he’s about 73 
years old and he’s walking round with a walking stick. But I remember seeing Murray in one of the first 
games he played for Middlesex, they televised it. I remember seeing Murray keeping wicket for Middlesex 
and he wore this massive great chest protector, it was like a shield. 
 
Street cricket and football  “I was born in 1937 in the part of Walmer Road that is now called Crowthorne 
Road. At one end you had Bramley Road crossing, at the other end Latimer Road, so it was a small 
section of the street. The sidestreets, on the right, going towards Latimer Road, were all dead ends. They 
were Aldermaston Street, Pamber Street and one near to the Latimer pub whose name I can’t remember 
(Manchester). On the other side, at the Bramley Road end, you had a place we used to call the Half Mews 
where horses were kept, further down you had a place we used to call the Ambulance Mews (Silchester 
Mews) and there was an ambulance station there, you go along and next on the left was Calverly Street.  
 
“Kids then were much freeer, they were street rakers. Not very much traffic, so kids used to play games in 
the streets. They played cricket against the lampposts, football along the middle of one of the sidestreets 
with 2 bricks or 2 coats as a goal. You got the present problem of obesity in kids, that didn’t exist so much 
then, because we were always having races round the block. Maybe this was after the war or towards the 
end, for instance, when Wimbledon came on they played tennis with their hands in place of a racket. 
Football was played with a tennis ball and I would guess in some ways that football was more skilled 
because it’s more difficult to manage a tennis ball than a full size football. 
 



 

 
Sirdar Road 1930s 
 
Baseball: The West London Pioneers  “Places we went to were Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park, 
which was on a 52 bus, used to be a penny there and a penny back. Also Wormwood Scrubs, and 
towards the end of the war we had over there Italian prisoners of war, and Americans were based there 
and they formed a baseball team called the West London Pioneers. The old man, who loved sport, he 
used to take me over there as a kid. He used to say, you know because in baseball they used catching 
gloves, the old man took great interest in the game but always maintained that cricket was a more skilful 
game. But of course the Americans would never have gone for that. The Americans gave a few kids some 
baseball equipment and we used to play in Pamber Street. It was nine innings and the game was adopted 
for a few months by the fella who got the kit. It might be interesting, because they must have played other 
teams, to find out if there was an American baseball league in London just after the war. 
 
“Notting Hill, more accurately Notting Dale I suppose I’m talking about, it’s two different areas. If you go to 
Oxford Gardens, Cambridge Gardens, St Mark’s Road, it’s kind of like leafy suburbs and the people there 
even now they’re probably what you call professional people and the housing is a lot better and they got 
gardens. Whereas if you go from shall we say Latimer Road, you’re walking straight down Walmer Road, 
straight past Notting Wood House and to the right hand side of that, Silchester Road, Oldham Road, 
they’re all kind of working class areas. As you go towards Holland Park they become prosperous again. 
When I was a young kid, about 10 years old, still at primary school so that would’ve been 1947, I 
remember a kid who lived in I think it was Cambridge Gardens. I never really knew him that well but I think 
his mother had said you can invite 3 boys round, in a kind of middle-class way, to watch the test match 
between I think England and Australia.  
 
“This boy, his name was Fox, and he wasn’t a friend of mine, he didn’t seem to have any friends but he 
invited three kids that he seemed to look up to. There was a mate of mine called David Humphrey, who 
was a great sportsman, there was me, I was a scruffy kid, and there was another kid I knew fairly well. 
And we watched I remember Dennis Compton and Trevor Bailey, they had a big stand between them, and 
it was very polite, tea and cakes, and a very nice mother with a little bit of a plummy accent, and she 
seemed to be pleased that her kid, who was a very quiet nice kid, had made some sort of contact. But 
there was a difference in the area between what we called white collar workers then and you know 
ordinary people who worked with their hands.” 
 
In 1950 the West Indies’ first test match victory over England at Lord’s was celebrated by Lord Beginner in 
‘Cricket, Lovely Cricket’ and Lord Kitchener’s calypso procession to Piccadilly Circus. At the same time 
England lost to USA in the World Cup in Brazil, and Sam Selvon, the author of The Lonely Londoners, 
arrived from Trinidad and found a basement room in Notting Hill. 
 
In the early 70s Steve Peregrin Took, the drummer of Marc Bolan’s Tyrannosaurus Rex who lived and 
died on Cambridge Gardens, was a leading member of the freaks cricket team. In the 80s the Rough 
Trade record shop had their own cricket team and the Roughler magazine started out as their programme. 
 
 
 


