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Peter Rachman on Westbourne Grove/at La Discotheque with Mandy Rice Davies 

 
1960 At the beginning of the 60s, the Rachman associate Peter Davis approached the Powis and Colville 
Residents Association with an offer to convert the Powis Square gardens into a playground if the rent 
tribunal applications were withdrawn. The Rachman playground deal didnôt happen but most of the tenants 
withdrew their applications anyway, probably under intimidation.  
 
The discovery of keys to Rachman properties in Lloyd Hunteôs room at 22 Powis Terrace (which doubled 
as the associationôs office) gave the New Left activists their first real insight into the slum housing 
underworld. Rachel Powell deduced that Michael de Freitas and the Huntes were on the third level of the 
ghetto power pyramid, with the rent collectors below, Davis and Edwards above, and Rachman at the top.  
 
Hedgegate Court on Powis Terrace, the most notorious Rachman slum, was acquired by the property 
dealer Robert Jacobs on behalf of the Elmstead Trust. Jacobs bought out the nominee landlords and the 
tenants, in order to convert the warren of seedy rooms into flats for predominantly white tenants. After the 
modernization, Michael de Freitas acted as the letting agent. 
 
Inspector Kelland recalls becoming familiar with Michael as Rachmanôs agent for the Colville area. After 
the basement of 24 Colville Terrace was put under surveillance and established to be a brothel, Michael, 
who was living on the top floor, was arrested but the police couldnôt prove he was the landlord.  
 
Michael was involved with the North Kensington adventure playground charity organisation and the 
Coloured Peopleôs Progressive Association but didnôt last long with either group. Then he returned to 
hustling and ran a gambling den on Powis Terrace. After being charged with assaulting a rival hustler, he 
went back to sea and then to prison ï not for extortion or brothel-keeping but for stealing paint.  
 
Another notorious Rachman associate, the wrestler Norbert óFredô Rondel received a 3 year prison 
sentence for GBH. In an altercation over a prostitute at 13 St Stephenôs Gardens, Rondel bit off part of the 
ear of a West Indian pimp. The police reputedly had a whip round to pay his bail. 
 
In Notting Dale a local feud culminated in the Wild West 11 shooting of James óBillyô Smith on Latimer 
(Freston) Road by the scrapyard. Smith had clashed with members of the Bell family in the Latimer Arms. 
At another local Old Bailey trial Ernest Bell junior and George Baker were convicted of manslaughter.  
 
In the early 60s the basic ingredients of Notting Hill Carnival were coming together, though not in Notting 
Hill. The second Caribbean Carnival took place at the Seymour Hall near Marble Arch. The nearest the 
óindoors Carnivalô came to Notting Hill was another show in 1960 at Kensington Town Hall.  
 



The Notting Hill Social Council was set up by Methodist community activists at the Lancaster Road church 
to coordinate social services in the area. A Social Council petition was sent to Kensington Council calling 
for them to buy every house that came on the market to let at affordable rents. 
 
The 60s started swinging when Christine Keeler ended her short affair with Rachman and returned to the 
scandalous world of Stephen Ward. At which point Rachman married Audrey OôDonnell, his long-term 
respectable companion, but his philandering days were far from over.  
 
After Christine, came the advent of Mandy, Marilyn Rice-Davies, Rachmanôs soul-mate and Christineôs 
partner in 60s girlpower iconoclasm. Christine and Mandy shared a flat in Baronôs Court, where Mandy 
first met Rachman and Ward. 
 

 
Stephen Ward/Frank Crichlow by Charlie Phillips 2004 

 
1961 When Rachmanôs El Condor nightclub in Soho was relaunched as La Discotheque, he was 
photographed, accompanied by a dark-haired Mandy, with his foot on a toilet-seat signed óPeterô. After an 
incident at La Discotheque in which Mandy slapped one of the Krays, Rachman probably paid the twins 
protection money but he seems to have at least put up some resistance. 
 
At the same time Mandy was still seeing Christine, against Rachmanôs wishes, as she was living with 
Ward again at his flat in Wimpole Mews. By then she was dating West Indian hustlers and dangerously 
playing them off against one another. Christineôs introduction to Notting Hill came about when Ward got 
bored of the upper class orgy scene and started taking her on prostitute-spotting drives around the area.  
 
According to the Kensington News, in 1961 óthe Notting Hill district was being ripped apart by the jukebox 
parties, the pimps and the prostitutes... Portobello Road, Talbot Road, Ledbury Road, Powis Square, 
Colville Terrace, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights, lined with expensive flashy cars, loud with the 
shouts and screams of the women and the arguments, and worse still the fights of the men.ô  
 
As re-enacted in Scandal by John Hurt, Ward took Christine on a slumming expedition with Lord dôLaslo. 
On finding their regular restaurant (Fiesta One) deserted, they moved on to óan even seedier-looking 
placeô where they were met by hostile indifference from the entirely black clientele.  
 
This was Frank Crichlowôs legendary El Rio caf® at 127 Westbourne Park Road, the hub of the West 
Indian scene, where hustlers like Michael de Freitas co-habited with the likes of Colin MacInnes. As 
defined by Frank, the Rio ñattracted people who were rebellious and a bit smart, those with street 
intelligence, those for whom the factory was not their speed.ò  
 
After Ward said, ñI think theyôre smoking pot somewhere here, I can smell it,ò Christine first encountered 
the hustler/musician Aloysius óLuckyô Gordon, and embarked on óa new adventure which eventually led to 
disasterô for all concerned.  
 
That summer Christine was spending most weekends with Ward at a cottage on the Cliveden estate, 
which Lord Astor had given him use of. In early July, as Christine and Ward frolicked by the swimming 
pool, Astor appeared with the President of Pakistan and the Secretary of State for War, John Profumo.  



The next day Ward was visited by his friend, Eugene Ivanov, a naval attaché/spy who literally arrived from 
Russia with love for Christine. Back in London, she had simultaneous affairs with the Russian and the 
Tory minister, and Ward reputedly told her to óask Jack when the Germans will get the bomb.ô  
 
MI5 contacted Ward regarding his friendship with Ivanov and he told them of Christineôs dangerous 
liaisons. Profumo was advised to have nothing more to do with Ward and Christineôs affairs with Profumo 
and Ivanov fizzled out. The 1961 Caribbean Carnival was held at the Lyceum on the Strand. 
 
1962 A year after the end of Christine Keelerôs Profumo and Ivanov affairs, Robin Douglas Homeôs Queen 
magazine gossip column referred to Russian and ministerial cars pulling up at a girlôs flat. Christine duly 
acquired another West Indian hustler/musician boyfriend, Johnny Edgecombe.  
 
October 27 At the height of the Cuban missile crisis, Britainôs sexual revolution A-bomb went off in 
Wardour Street when Edgecombe and Lucky Gordon clashed at the All Nighters Club. Lucky came off 
worse with a slashed face and Christine went into hiding with Edgecombe. 
 
As Stephen Ward was apparently attempting to set up an east/west cold war summit, Rachmanôs last 
weeks were spent securing a £100,000 Eagle Star loan to set up an industrial estate in the midlands ï 
which he boasted would make him one of the richest men in England.  
 
November 29 Peter Rachman died of a heart attack aged 43 at Edgware General Hospital ï as Rachman 
the media myth was about to be born. The next day the creditors began arriving at his Hampstead 
mansion to pick over the bones. By the time theyôd finished his estate was valued at a mere £8,000.  
 
This official conclusion of the Rachman business empire was disbelieved by pretty much everyone, apart 
from Shirley Green. She explained it as the collapse of his millionaire façade; with his death ending the 
financial juggling act in which he was constantly robbing Paul to pay Peter.  
 
December 2 Rachman was buried at Bushey in Hertfordshire. Meanwhile, Christine Keeler had split up 
with Johnny Edgecombe, threatening to testify that he attacked Lucky Gordon.  
 
December 14 Christine went to visit Mandy at Wimpole Mews, followed by Edgecombe in a cab. The 
Profumo affair was launched when on being refused entry he fired 7 shots at the door. The girls called 
Ward at his surgery, he called the police and Edgecombe was arrested. Christine then sought legal advice 
and confided in various enemies of Ward or the government about her Profumo and Ivanov affairs.  
 

 
 
The seedy exoticism of the Rachman slums was captured at the time in The L-Shaped Room, Bryan 
Forbesô film of Lynne Reid-Banksô novel. The Notting Hill kitchen-sink classic, described as I am a Camera 
meets A Taste of Honey, stars Leslie Caron as a pregnant French girl sharing 4 St Lukeôs Road with a 
black jazz musician, a lesbian actress, a couple of prostitutes and a struggling writer.  
  
The same year Steptoe and Son rode out of Notting Dale into TV folklore. óAlbertô and óHaroldô were based 
on the local totters the Arnolds, and their horse starred as óHerculesô. The old Arnold and son were 
photographed in 1960 in Steptoe and Son mode with Hercules at the scrapyard on Latimer (now Freston) 
Road. In the films óOil Drum Laneô is on Adela Street in Kensal.  



In the early 50s there was an antiques dealer called George Steptoe at 84 Portobello Road. In the 60s the 
shop on the corner of Denbigh Close mews sold the police capes modelled by the Beatles. Millicent 
Martin, the singer on That Was The Week That Was, was discovered on a Portobello market stall.  
 
On Moscow Road in Bayswater, Alexis Korner of Blues Incorporated put up American blues greats and his 
British rhythmônôblues prot®g®s, including Mick Jagger, Keith Richards and Brian Jones of the Rolling 
Stones. The local life of Brian Jones continued at his own pad on Powis Square.  
 
As Roger Mayneôs Southam Street Project concluded, the next local photographer hero, John óHoppyô 
Hopkins arrived on the scene in Powis Square. The 1962 Caribbean Carnival show featuring the Mighty 
Sparrow was at the Seymour Hall again and on tour at the Manchester Free Trade Hall.  
 

 
Mandy Rice-Davies and Christine Keeler/Johnny Edgecombe and Lucky and Gordon 

 
1963 In the Profumo affair story so far, as put into song for the Scandal theme óNothing has been Provedô 
by Dusty Springfield and the Pet Shop Boys, óChristineôs fallen out with Lucky, Johnnyôs got a gun, Please 
Please Meôs number one.ô (In fact the Beatlesô second single only got to number 2.)  
 
March 21/22 After rumours of a minister involved with Christine óand a shooting by a West Indianô were 
brought up in the House, Profumo made his notorious statement in which he claimed: ñThere was no 
impropriety whatsoever in my acquaintance with Miss Keeler.ò  
 
Johnny Edgecombe was found guilty of possession of a firearm with intent to endanger life; for which he 
got 7 years and served 5. Christine was fined for her non-appearance at court. Her next encounter with 
Lucky Gordon, back at the All Nighters club in Soho, ended with Lucky arrested and his bail paid by Ward.  
 
April The police started calling on Wardôs friends and clients; effectively ending his career and social 
climbing life. Mandy was arrested for possessing a false driving license.  
 
May After a week in Holloway, Mandy made a statement about her relationships with Ward and Rachman. 
Ward wrote to the Home Secretary and told the press he had been covering up Profumoôs impropriety.  
 
May 24 Ben Parkin, the Labour MP for Paddington North, mentioned Wardôs revelations regarding the 
increase in ñexpensive call-girl organisationsò and Macmillan had to set up another inquiry.  
 
June 5 Profumo was forced to admit that he lied to the House and resign. Lucky Gordon was given a 3 
year prison sentence for assaulting Christine, Ward was arrested and charged with living off Christineôs 
immoral earnings, and Mandy was rearrested.  
 
June 17 When Harold Wilson homed in on the state security side of the affair, all Harold Macmillan could 
say was it hadnôt occurred to him that Profumo would lie. As the police compiled a list of Christineôs 
boyfriends, to check if any were of eastern European origin, Rachmanôs name first came into the frame.  
 
June 28 By the beginning of Wardôs committal proceedings, the rumours had snowballed into various 
conspiracies and cover-ups of widespread moral corruption in high places.  
 
July 8 Harold Wilson unleashed Ben Parkin with his Rotting Hill revelations. Parkin announced that the 
1958 race riots were ñthe consequence of the social conditions created by unscrupulous landlords. And to 
many people in the area the name Rachman was synonymous with the landlord.ò  
 



 
Profumo Resigns Mirror/Rachman and his wife Audrey/Michael de Freitas in the area 1963  
 
He concluded with: ñAll Fleet Street is full of the idea that he is not dead.ò The theory that Rachman was 
alive and still controlling his slum empire from behind the scenes was widely believed. In the Shirley 
Green version he couldnôt have picked a worse time to die, with all his properties mortgaged.  
 
July 9 With a dead or at least disappeared target, who couldnôt sue, there was Rachmania as the press 
had a feeding-frenzy. The Express headline was óThe Mystery Man ï Drama of Mandyôs friend ï MP asks 
is Rachman dead or alive? and demands cash probe.ô  
 
July 12 The Kensington News came up with: óThe Rachman We Knew ï the man in the white suit and 
dark glasses. He was a legendary figure in North Kensington, a man whom everyone knew something 
about, but no one knew everything. His maroon Rolls PR23 was a familiar sight in the shabby streets.ô  
 
July 14 In the Peopleôs Rachman expose, he had built up an empire óbased on vice and drugs, violence 
and blackmail, extortion and slum landlordism, the like of which this country has never seen.ô  
 
July 19 The next Kensington News headline story óBut People Still Live in Fearô admitted: óRachman Is 
Dead ï but the reign of terror still continues in Notting Hill.ô  
 
July 22 After Harold Wilson blamed the Tories and the policeôs ñcuriously passive role in this shabby 
record of gangsterism,ò an independent inquiry into the state of housing in London was announced.  
 
July 27 The Guardian described Rachman as the vice king of London, but there was a good word for him 
from an old Irish woman former tenant: ñHe was always polite and I found him a charming man.ò  
 
Rachman provided the Labour party with the final nail in the coffin of the Macmillan government. He had 
represented the Tory ideal going from austerity to affluence, for some, and deservedly enough became a 
scapegoat when capitalism went out of fashion.  
 
Harold Wilson recounted a Notting Hill slum anecdote of Rachman keeping a drain defective for 6 months, 
so that the stench would drive out the sitting tenants. Then he asked, ñIs that what honourable members 
opposite mean when they say, óLifeôs better under the Conservativesô?ò 
 
By then Stephen Ward was out on bail organising an exhibition of his sketches to open on the same day 
as his trial. The show featured Churchill, Mosley, West Indians and royalty. Lucky Gordon lived up to his 
nickname getting his sentence dropped on appeal.  
 
As the Ward trial opened at the Old Bailey, the first prosecution witness was Christine Keeler and the 
second was Mandy Rice-Davies. Christine became the existential style icon of the 60s; Mandy the 
Swinging London tart with all the best lines.  
 
July 30 Wardôs summing up was held over to the following day but he didnôt stick around for the inevitable 
guilty verdict. July 31 Ward took an overdose of Nembutal and passed into a coma. August 3 After he 
was found guilty of living off the immoral earnings of Christine and Mandy, Stephen Ward died.  
 



Michael de Freitas was featured in the Guardian as óa landlord unable to live at peace ï with himselfô, as 
he found himself on the other side of the barricades on St Stephenôs Gardens, evicting a family with a 
fixed rent and security of tenure partly thanks to him.  
 
The Notting Hill slum king was dead but, as the Kensington News put it, ónow smaller property kings have 
mushroomed up this evil manôs incredibly complex slum empire continues, under the guidance of his 
minions, and this is in 1963, when men are being shot into space.ô  
 
It was alleged that the landlord of 1-9 Colville Gardens, Henry Bowen-Davies, had used Alsatian dogs, 
tinkers and prostitutes óto dislodgeô sitting tenants. Davies Investments Limited proceeded to sub-divide 
flats and re-let them at the same rent as the original flats.  
 
The year of the Profumo affair, Notting Hill Housing Trust was founded by the Methodist missionary Bruce 
Kenrick at 107 Blenheim Crescent, to provide decent housing in the Colville and Golborne wards.  
 
The Powis and Colville Residents Association continued campaigning as óa non-political multi-racial group 
demanding their right in law to live free from exploitation or abuse by their landlord or their neighbours.ô  
 

 
Claudia Jones anti-racism march in Notting Hill John Hoppy Hopkins  
 
August 31 The day of the Martin Luther King ñI have a dreamò march in Washington, Claudia Jones led 
an anti-racism march in solidarity, from Ladbroke Grove station to the US embassy in Grosvenor Square. 
The 1963 annual Caribbean Carnival show was held at the Seymour Hall and in Manchester again.  
 
October 5 An ant-Nazi riot broke out in Notting Hill after the wedding of the far-right leader Colin Jordan to 
Francoise Dior, in which his White Defence League HQ at 74 Princedale Road was attacked.  
 
October 10 Harold Macmillan threw in the towel and was replaced by Alec Douglas Home as Prime 
Minister. December 6 Christine Keeler was found guilty of perjury in the Lucky Gordon trial and jailed for 6 
months. Lucky went on to work for Island Records on Basing Street as Bob Marley and the Wailersô chef. 
 
1963 saw the release of the West Eleven film, another gritty North Kensington kitchen-sink melodrama 
adapted by Michael Winner from The Furnished Room novel by Laura del Rivo. The film stars Alfred 
Lynch as the archetypal Notting Hill outsider anti-hero óJoe Beckettô who is offered Ã10,000 to commit a 
murder. In the opening sequence he walks through the market to his bed-sit on Colville Terrace.  
 
1964 A year after the death of Stephen Ward, another participant in the Profumo affair died under 
suspicious circumstances, and this time it was definitely murder. The local prostitute Margaret McGowan 
was ófound naked and deadô on the site of the new Kensington Town Hall in Hornton Street ï a victim of 
the next local serial killer known as óJack the Stripperô.  
 
The police investigation into the victimsô last known whereabouts encompassed the Rio café, the Warwick 
Castle pub, the Jazz club at 207 Westbourne Park Road, Wraggs caf® on All Saints Road, Roy Stewartôs 
gym at 32a Powis Square, the KPH pub on Ladbroke Grove, the Continental and Peteôs cafes on 
Blenheim Crescent and an S&M club at 202 Kensington Park Road (which became Rough Trade).  


