NOTTING HILL HISTORY TIMELINE
8 IT HAPPENED HERE 1959

Kelso Cochrane murder scene Southam Street May 18 1959/The Grov Bar/Earl of Portobello Southam Street

On the 50" anniversary of the arrival of the Empire Windrush and the 40" of the riots, the Windrush book
by Mike and Trevor Phillips portrayed 1958 as a rite of passage beyond the mother country that created
the reality of multicultural Britain. After the riots, Jamaicans, Trinidadians, Barbadians, small islanders and
Africans were united in their resolve to stay put and establish a new black British Afro-Caribbean identity.

In Notting Hill various black organisations formed, the largest of which were the Coloured Peoples

Progressive Association on Tavistock Crescent led by Frances Ezzrecco and the Advancement of

Coloured Peoples Association set up by Amy Ashwood Garvey (the first wife of Marcus Garvey) at her

African and Caribbean studeatlBadsetttRoaslt el and womenods cer

January 30 The first London Caribbean Carnival took place at St Pancras Town Hall in Euston, organised
by Claudia Jones and the West Indian Gazette. Some of the proceeds of the televised event were to go
towattde payment of fines of coloured and white youths

The 1959 Carnival Cabaret featured the Trinidad All Stars and Hi-fi steel bands, Boscoe Holderé dance
troupeds Carnival Fantasia, the Mighty TmraderspQlep Nadi a C
Laine and the Mike McKenzie Trio, and the Southlanders. Claudia Jones was the general secretary of

Amy As h wo o dAsemiationdoy thesAdvancement of Coloured People.

A SOUVENIR

OF THE

CARIBBEAN CARNIVAL 1959

AT ST. PANCRAS TOWN HALL, LONDON
Friday 30th January, 1959
10:45 — 11:15 p.m.
Organised by the West Indian Gazette

Carnival Cabaret Directed by Edric Connor
Televised by B.B.C. Television

Souvenir Devised and Edited by
Claudia Jones, Roy Henry, A. Manchanda
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A part of the proceeds of this brochure ai lﬁ ines of coloured and white youths involved in the

First London Caribbean Carnival programme and founder ClaudiaJones

Inthe wake of theriotsRac hmanés West | ndi an ghetrdsubjecetefarthme a cause
invasions of whites. After the fascists, Teds and tourists came sociologists, social workers and students,
causing the Kensington Newsh ead | i ne 6 Wi I-Go oTdoeor sMaPhayv eDot he Path to Not



As the West London Committee for Inter-racial Unity co-ordinated Labour party and union groups, the
New Left Club carried out an investigation into housing conditions and support for Mosley. The community
work of the Methodist church on Lancaster Road led to the founding of the Notting Hill Social Council.

From the do-goodersrankscame Rac hmanés nemesi s, Donald Chesworth, ¢t}
Council member for North Kensington. Chesworth organised seminars with the sociologist Richard Hauser

where West Indians could air their grievances. As a result of which, he concluded that the cause of the

riots was bad housing conditions amdi@éxplamidtl @triden 6by

Chesworth discovered that Rachman or his nominees were neglecting to let properties unfurnished thus
giving the tenants recourse to the Rent Tribunal. Then all he needed was someone brave or devious
enough to persuade tenants 6 tbieng a test case that would revolutionize the Notting Hill housing sce n e 6
(as Shirley Green put it in the Rachman book).

Enter Michael de Freitas, in his new role of community activist saint. DonaldCheswor t hés first in
of Michaelwas:6a cross between a pirate and a gangster, bear
charismatic, who told an extraordi nary story of having worked as a rent

The councillor took the hustler on as his community liaison assistant and introduced him to the politics of
community action. As Michael was persuading tenants to fill out rent tribunal forms, Rachman was in
America setting up a housing scheme in Florida. By then he had made the transition from slum landlord to
property speculator and was living at the Hampstead mansion Bishopstone on Winnington Road.

Union Movement office 47 Kensington Park Road

April Encouraged by the riots, the fascist leader Oswald Mosley made a political comeback attempt,
standing as the Union Movement candidate for North Kensington in the 1959 election. Mo s | elgctos
campaign office at 47 Kensington Park Road was provocatively sited across the road from the Notting Hill
synagogue, which was subsequently daubed with swastikas.

At the candidate adoption meeting in the Kensington Baths Argyll Hall on Silchester Road, the audience

was reported stamping theirfeetand chanting AWOnwabhheMbgl gyEbecti ond c:
Mosley spoke from a truck at various locations around the area including Princedale Road, Ladbroke

Grove at the Lancaster Road junction, Kensington Park Road and Portobello at the Tavistock junction.

In Memoir of a Fascist Childhood, Trevor Grundy has hundreds of Teds following the leader to his street
meetings, passing indifferent mul takcawhssed amoigstthe c al s . M
local Teddy boys and posed for the Daily Mirrorasupper-c | ass Teds. There were some
like Eddie Adams, who heckled the fascists at street meetings.

As the fascist teenager saw the constituency, O6Notting
his final chance to shine. Like Don Quixote, an earlier legend who also found it hard to live in his own
century, Mosley turned up on a clapped-out horse with a collection of Sanchos who were prepared to
wal k, ride or slide with him t® the edge of British Fe



The Union Movement election newsletter, the North Kensington Leader, attacked Jewish landlords for

getting rid of white tenants with Alsatian dogs and all-night parties, to get more rent off West Indians and

force the remai ni ngeopldwhot aesused o arl entively difteerere way of tifey carnivals

in the street, music all/l hours of the day and night, f

When Princedale Road hostedt he resi dence of the Uni on th&ldQoétheent 6s Je
neo-Nazi White Defence League, the Nazi invasion film It Happened Here was being shot on the parallel

Pottery Lane. In one scene Nazis are attacked by local resistance fighters in the beergarden of the Prince

of Wales i when in reality neo-Nazis were buying drinks for locals.

May 14 The Manchester Guardian reportedonthe 6 T e n s i o n HilllandMays towamigeasing it§
aftermoretroubl e was predicted in the ar eaGuardiand $ edoby Rossely
noted less black people about than before the riots, butaddedét her e are reasons for mov
Kensington which have nothing to do with colour. o
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ortobello bar formerly the Earl of Warwick Southam Street
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May 16/17 Kelso Cochrane, a West Indian carpenter, was stabbed to death by a white youth on Southam
Street in Kensal, near the Earl of Warwick (now Portobello) pub where Mosley had appeared. Withesses
reported seeing a gang of white youths surrounding a black man. After a scuffle the youths ran off and the
black man slumped to the ground. He died at St Charles Hospital soon after being admitted.

The KensingtonNews 6 Deat h on the Cornerdé report beganedwi th a de
the railway bridge, only yards from a public police call box and just across the road from the Earl of
Warwick... Even as the killing took place a party was still in progress in Southam Street. 6

May 18 The bank holiday fair on Wormwood Scrubs common passed off without incident, although an
uneasy atmosphere was reported between black and white people. May 19 The Socialist Labour League
formed with the intention of organising anti-fascist defence patrols.

May226Si |l ent Streets Hide a Kil |l erthenaxtKemsiogtonNewg Hi || f ac
headline story summed up the late 50s definition of Notting Hill, thednew erroneous but notorious name for
any part of North Kensington where there is trouble. 6

House to house inquiries and appeals for witnesses to come forward had been to no avail. The police
statement that the mur der neigedwith apathydycboththd cgloumadand vat ed v
the white people. They believe in the wisdom of this g

In spite of plenty of withesses and extensive police interviews, no one was ever charged with the murder.
As another riot was expected, the almost certain racist motive was played down by the authorities, in
favour of robbery and general hooliganism.

Ken Spr ague6s KasbCdohramgmuodér features a Nazi stormtrooper urging on the young
Ted assailant. 50 yMuaer® Nating Hill Maestigatiod Intd thercdse came to the
conclusion that the killer was Pat Digby, one of the prime suspects who died in 2007.



May 24 A rally of the White Defence League in Trafalgar Square was disrupted by protesters shouting
OWho kill ed Kevays2s The bukdof Edimmirghdvisited the Rugby Club in Notting Dale, after
members of the youth club were questioned by police about the murder.

dnthe t ense, u nhe&ensgingtentPostreportednoted the only sign of life was a gang of white

youths outside a pub on Ladbroke Grove and policemen keeping an eye on them, by a Mosley poster

daubed with red paint. The report concluded, 6 b a c k tirgtHill Glatetthe neon lights and the busy traffic

were never more welcome after the deathly hush of Nort

AFRO WOMEN'S CENTRE & RESIDENTIAL CLUB
(Promoting the Welfare of Women of Colowr)

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF MRS AMY ASHWOOD GAKYVEY

1 BASSETT ROAD, LONDON, W10, ENGLAND
TELEPHONE : LADBROKE 2560

The Afro Yomen’s Centre is established to answer
the long-felt need of the Coloured ¥Yoman for
spiritual, cultural, sccial, and political
advancesent.

Spirituslly it hopes to oreate an

usls vho work to attain the Rights of
¥omen throughout the world

After the Kelso Cochrane murder the Inter-racial Friendship Co-ordinating Council was formed; with Amy
Ashwood Garvey as chair and Claudia Jones as vice-chair. The group was based at the Movement for

Colonial Freedom offceonGr ay 6s | nn Road but also met at 1 Bassett
An open letterwassentt o t he Prime Minister Harold Macmillan, war
have | ost confidence in the ability oMayZ27A&Vedtladian enf or ci r

delegation including Amy Ashwood Garvey and Claudia Jones went to the Home Office to call for more
police to defuse the racial tension in Notting Hill and legislation against incitement to racial hatred.

May 28 Vernon Hunte and Edwards appeared as the landlords of 3 flats in Powis Square at the West

London Rent Tribunal. By then most of the Rachman tenants had been persuaded to withdraw their
applications but Michael de Freitas and some others went through with it. The samedayaé We Mo ur n
Coc hr an e dwamheld at StrPgncras Town Hall addressed by Trevor Huddleston.

May 29 The Kensington Newsr epor t ed t hat o6all egati onsNowiegrH## made con
l andl or d. I t wa sThadlsi ebnusnaatli oTnoalld doafy .Téhr eat sd6 r ehatort f ea
6t hey had been personally threatened by coloured repre

June 1 The Inter-racial Friendship campaign held a vigil for Kelso Cochrane on Whitehall, with placards
including 6Decent people of Notting Hill speak out agse




