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The kids live in the streets Princedale Road 1956 by Roger Mayne 

 
óThe kids live in the streets ï I mean they have charge of them, you have to ask permission to get along 
them even in a car ï the teenage lot are mostly of the Ted variety.ô Colin MacInnes captions the classic 
Roger Mayne photograph from 1956 of a gang of young Teds loitering across Princedale Road.  
 
MacInnes introduces the area as óLittle Napoliô, the pop dystopia of his proto-mod photographer hero, óthe 
first teenagerô or óthe Absolute Beginnerô, our tour guide through the 1958 Notting Hill race riots. Absolute 
Beginners is the centrepiece of the MacInnes trilogy, between City of Spades and Mister Love and 
Justice, in which he caught the raffish undertow of the black scene in 50s London.  
 
In his stream of consciousness narration the un-named protagonist explained why he lived in Notting Hill, 
óif youôre so cute, kiddo.ô Primarily it was because it was cheap: óBut the real reason, as I expect youôll 
have already guessed, is that, however horrible the area is, youôre free thereé If you go in anywhere, they 
take it for granted that you know the scene. If you donôt, itôs true they throw you out in pieces.ô  
 
In Beyond the Mother Country, Edward Pilkington compares the Colville area in the 1950s with Notting 
Dale in the 1850s and suggests this as a factor in local anti-black resentment. West Indians were seen as 
the cause of all local problems, dirty and flash at the same time, lazy if they didnôt have a job and taking 
white jobs if they were employed. 
 
On top of which, in the pubs of Notting Dale traditional intolerance of outsiders was encouraged into more 
specific racism by various fascist groups, including Oswald Mosleyôs Union Movement, the National 
Labour Party, Colin Jordanôs White Defence League (based at 74 Princedale Road) and the League of 
Empire Loyalists of AK Chesterton (GKôs fascist cousin).  
 
March A group calling itself the UK branch of the Ku Klux Klan sent a threatening letter to the newly 
founded West Indian Gazette, edited by the American civil rights activist Claudia Jones.  
 
April The first Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament óBan the Bombô march, from Trafalgar Square to 
Aldermaston, was ambushed by fascists from Mosleyôs Union Movement at Hammersmith Bridge. 
 
May The Union Movementôs Action newssheet announced: óWe donôt want a colour bar of any sort. We 
want an end to the thing which causes the colour bar; the immigration of thousands of completely different 
people who take our homes and threaten our jobs.ô  
 



 
 

Along with all the other contributory factors, the rockônôroll soundtrack of the year probably didnôt help 
matters. The hits of ô58 included óJohnny B Goodeô by Chuck Berry, óRave Onô by Buddy Holly, óGreat 
Balls of Fireô and óBreathlessô by Jerry Lee Lewis, óJailhouse Rockô by Elvis Presley, óSummertime Bluesô 
by Eddie Cochran and óRumbleô by Link Wray.  
 
July As the temperature rose, more óKBWô (Keep Britain White) graffiti appeared around Notting Hill and 
racist attacks increased in seriousness. July 14 A Caribbean café in Shepherdôs Bush was smashed up 
by a gang of white youths.  
 
August At the beginning of the month, a West Indian man was beaten up on Ladbroke Grove outside the 
station. August 11 The following week another West Indian was attacked and shop windows were 
smashed. August 14 An African student narrowly escaped a white gang by hiding in a bush in Notting 
Dale, and a white man was stabbed during an attack on West Indian houses.  
 
August 15 The Kensington Post reported óViolence Wave Scares Ladbroke Grove Areaô and a local 
resident predicted: ñThis is only the beginning. Unless something drastic is done soon I donôt know what 
the consequences will be.ò But these warnings went unheeded by the authorities.  
 
August 23 When the absolute beginner hears of rioting in Nottingham, he dismisses it with cosmopolitan 
disdain, óbut what could you expect in a provincial dump out there among the sticks.ô However, as the 
black and white óyoung and restless were creating a new world of cool music, coffee bars and freer loveô in 
Soho, the west London version was beginning.  
 
August 24 The night after race rioting broke out in Nottingham, a gang of youths drove around 
Shepherdôs Bush and Notting Hill, attacking any black people they came across. After that racial tension in 
the area increased, virtually unchecked by the authorities and encouraged by the fascists.  
 
August 27 The Manchester Guardian reported on 3 weeks of escalating racial violence in Notting Hill.  
 

 
Latimer Road Station Bramley Road 2007/Ray and Majbritt Morrison Keystone/Hulton 



Friday August 29 As Nottingham entered its second weekend of rioting, it happened here. The incident 
usually cited as the one that started the Notting Hill race riots was an innocuous domestic dispute between 
a Jamaican man and his Swedish wife outside Latimer Road station on Bramley Road.  
 
As recounted in Jungle West 11, Ray and Majbritt Morrisonôs argument duly attracted an audience, some 
white men heckled Ray and Majbritt shouted back at them in defence of her husband. Then a group of 
West Indian men appeared, there was a scuffle, and that was the end of the beginning.  
 
Before Latimer Road was split into Freston Road and the northern stretch by the Westway roundabout, it 
was as important a thoroughfare as Ladbroke Grove. After appearing in The Blue Lamp and The Lavender 
Hill Mob, the street was immortalised in Absolute Beginners as óthe long lean road called Latimer.ô  
 

 
The Station House formerly Tavern/Hotel Bramley Road/The Bramley Arms Freston Road 1970s 

 
Saturday August 30 The Latimer Road incident brought the simmering slum cauldron of racial 
resentment to the boil. The following night after the pubs chucked out gangs of drunk men loitered about 
in the heat of the night looking for trouble. To begin with the riots largely consisted of milling about under 
the railway arches on Bramley Road.  
 
Majbritt Morrison left a blues dance on Blechynden Street and walked down Bramley Road towards her 
home on Bard Road, off Latimer (now Freston) Road, running the gauntlet of the hostile post-pub crowd. 
Outside the Bramley Arms, where the police radio-cars crashed in The Lavender Hill Mob, she was 
recognised and taunted by her neighbours.  
 
Majbritt managed to get through the altogether less funny Latimer Road mob to Bard Road, where she 
was met by the sight of police and firemen outside her house, from which smoke was pouring. After 
confronting the mob and being hit with an iron bar, she was arrested and held till dawn.  
 

 
Bramley Road during the riots Paul Popper/Getty/Notting Hill during the riots Hulton Getty 
 



Day 1 of the riots concluded with the local mob moving on from Bard Road in W10, across Latimer 
(Freston) Road into W11, to attack the Blechynden Street blues club. When the police arrived a mass 
brawl had broken out between whites and blacks.  
 
On this occasion the police broke up the fighting and escorted the West Indian partygoers to another club 
along Lancaster Road. This dissipated the escalating racial tension in Notting Dale but, at the same time, 
gave the rioters the impression that they could óethnically cleanseô the area.  
 
Sunday August 31 By early evening a crowd of several hundred white locals had congregated under the 
Latimer Road arches, ready to rumble. As there were no West Indians to be found they fought with the 
police, only 10 of whom were on duty in the area at the time.  
 

 
Bramley Road during the riots Popperfoto/Getty/Notting Hill during the riots Express /Hulton Getty 
 

Monday September 1 Day 3 of the riots was the main day of the first Notting Hill Carnival ï in the óriotous 
revelry, reckless indulgence in something eg. bloodshedô dictionary definition. In all accounts the tension 
on the streets was palpable, the MacInnes description is like a scene from Invasion of the Bodysnatchers.  
 
As gangs of white youths began loitering on street corners, the only riot control measure was the North 
Kensington Labour MP George Rogers, who was driving round the area appealing through a loudhailer 
for: ñCommon sense, decency and tolerance.ò  
 
Into this scene came Seymour Manning, an Antiguan student taking a wrong trip at the wrong time, down 
from Derby to visit a friend in Notting Dale. As incorporated into Absolute Beginners and the film Sapphire, 
he came out of Latimer Road station on to Bramley Road and walked straight into a gang of white youths.  
 
After being chased and kicked to the ground, Manning managed to find sanctuary in a greengrocerôs shop. 
Albert Vickers recalls the local boxing hero Freddie Bloomfield pulling him into the shop, which was run by 
his wife, and offering to fight the youths óone at a time if they were man enough.ô The local white response 
has been described as complicit silence, but there were exceptions to the rule who helped black people. 
 
As Seymour Manning was finally rescued by police on horseback, local teenagers told the Manchester 
Guardian reporter: ñWeôve got a bad enough housing shortage around here without them moving iné 
Keep Britain whiteé Come back tomorrow night, mister, for the next instalment.ò  
 
The 1959 film Sapphire examines racial prejudice during the course of a police investigation into the 
murder of a light-skinned West Indian girl. The black suspect escapes the law, only to run into Notting 
Dale, where heôs roughed up by Teds under the Latimer Road arches and saved by a grocer woman 
locking him in her shop. The killer turns out to be the racist sister of Sapphireôs white boyfriend.  
 
The local white response has been described as complicit silence, but there were exceptions to the rule 
who helped black people, like the Bloomfields, policemen who escorted black bus conductors home from 
work, and white women who went to the shops for black neighbours. The Times correspondent ófrequently 
saw white and coloured children playing together.ô 
 
Eddie Adams recalls fascist agent provocateurs encouraging passive spectators to get more involved: 
ñThere were these characters in the crowd who were stirring things up, saying óLetôs get the black 


