NOTTING HILL HISTORY TIMELINE
6 IN THE GHETTO EARLY 1950S
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1950 The 1950s, the Notting Hell decade, began with the first in a series of sensational local court cases
at the Old Bailey: the trial of Timothy Evans for the murder of his daughter at 10 Rillington Place. Evans
has since been established as a victim of a gross miscarriage of justice, but at the time it seemed obvious
that hed d d camdewvasitrying to put the blame on Christie i the chief prosecution witness

After just 3 days Evans was found guilty and received the death penalty. There was an appeal and a
petition for a reprieve was sent to the Home Secretary but the sentence was upheld and Timothy Evans
was hanged at Pentonville prison.

Christie resumed his Jekyll and Hyde routine, holding down a job as a haulage clerk while at night he

hung ar ound tlekBHaddElgm anfL&lproke Grove. Meanwhile 10 Rillington Place found

itself with a new landlord: Charles Brown, a Jamaican who bought the property as a lodging-house for his

countrymen. Ironically, as they were seen as a crime problem themselves, the new tenants would play a

key role in the arrest of Notting Hillds most renowned

The Trinidadian Sam Selvon moved into a basement room in Notting Hill where he wrote The Lonely
Londoners novel. In the film 7 Days to Noon an atomic scientist threatening to blow up London unless his
work is stopped is shot outside St Johnds church on Le

EALING STUDIOS

Alec (11 inness & Stanley Holloway

with Sidney James & Alfie Bass

s THE MLAVENDER HI\L MOB

The men‘ivho broke the bank - and lost the carga [




1951 2 years after The Blue Lamp, Charles Crichton6 s Eal i ng c¢ dheéarsndecHilldviets i ¢
featured another local car chase that concludes on Latimer (now Freston) Road. Following a police report
of the radio-car stolen by Alec Guinness and Stanley Holloway heading along Portobello Road, the
pursuing police cars converge in a pile-up outside the Bramley Arms.

In the early 50s Christie had a white riot of his own in the hallway of 10 Rillington Place, as he became an
early victim of what became known as the Rachmanite technique of evicting tenants by way of exuberant
West Indians. Rotting Hill by Wyndham Lewis was published.

1952 December ltseemsthat Ch r i satnixeéest y over the &édnegr o bhriost hweilfde dusp s
complaints about his impotence stirred his latent necrophile urges. After quitting his job, Christie murdered
Ethel and concealed her body under the floorboards.

1953 Early in the new year, Christie went on a prostitute killing spree; claiming another 3 victims, Kathleen
Maloney, Rita Nelson and Hectorina MacLennan, and concealing their bodies in a kitchen alcove.

March 20 Christie left 10 Rillington Place and booked intoah ost el i n HKarohg28/24 Tier o s s .

landlord Charles Brown let one of his upstairs tenants, the unrelated Beresford Brown, use the ground

floor kitchen. In the process of putting up a shelf for his radiogram, he came upon the papered up alcove

dooranddi scovered the bodi es .lontuecbrseiths police found theathers. 3 vi ¢t i m:

As the revelations fr omroéotrhsed Noovtetrisnhga dtbiweld H ohues ed ecaft hH oor
(George Vos wife), the st.Afeethe KbnsirgamPest alled Rillingtan®lace at t r ac't
6Deat h St therestdentt/drdadised a petition to get the street renamed Ruston Close. (Rillington
and Ruston are villages in Yorkshire near the seat of the North Kensington developer Colonel St Quintin.)

March 31 Christie was arrested onthe dayof Qu e e n M anergl dnghe émbankment by Putney
Bridge. Earlier in the day, police had descended on Westbourne Park Road following a reported sighting
of him sleeping in the back of a van in Powis Mews. April 1 Christie was charged with the murder of his
wife and duly admitted murdering the other women including Beryl Evans.

RiI'Iington Place coronation street party June 2 1953/Rillington Placec hi | dr ends coronation party

June 2 Rillington Place hosted a coronation street party featuring kids in fancy dress, a Punch and Judy
show, and a O6Rillington Pl ace .CheiQueenésdosrCoeonhatrioaoghPao
Kensington was opposed by a Tory councillor who describedt he ar ea as un&auiltamdé&. dno

June 22 The Christie trial began at the Old Bailey. He said he committed other murders to establish an
insanity defence inan attempt t o escape the gal |l owsthebdbyGeradipeul dndét ad

June 25 Christie was found guilty of murdering his wife and sentenced to death. July 15 Christie was
hanged at Pentonville prison.

As the inquiry into the conviction of Timothy Evans found there was no miscarriage of justice, a campaign
was launched to prove his innocence led by the future Labour leader Michael Foot and Tony Benn.

After Michael E d Al Maw @rsYour Condeiéneebdenmokshed the case against Evans, in
1961Ludovi ¢ K RitirgnyPlase book finished off the job and instigated another inquiry.



Timothy Evans received a posthumous free pardon in 1966. Capital punishment was experimentally
abolished in 1965 and scrapped altogether 5 years later.

10 Rillington Place was revisited by police in1960i n i t s new i ncarnatCelebntyas O6Char
C | u Bhis time officersfound Chr i st i e 6s transf@med ihtd sblu&siclubonthettre dlcove
actingasthebar.Chr i st i eb6s J awaathedaaimah a thelJumset dub on Carnaby Street.

The 10 Rillington Place exhibit at Madame Tussaudobs f e
papering up the alcove. Inthelate 60s6 Re me mber Chri sti e6 ovespadniedalangt i e Li v
the road by the local Situationists.

Rillington Place in the film 1970

In 1970 the 10 Rillington Place film, adapted from the Ludovic Kennedy book, featured the street and the
interior scenes were shot in the house next door. Halliwell described i t a greeally séedy
reconstruction.d0 Ri c har d Astats asrChristie and dohn Hurt as Evans.

At the time of the film shoot, the residents were moving out in preparation for the redevelopment of the
Lancaster Road/ St Ma rThéold cukdesat dutyonade way folbthe tate KOs Bartle
Road housing development i named after the Bartle iron works formerly on the site of Wesley Square.

As Rillington Place succeeded Bangor Street as the most notorious street in local history, the Henry
Dickens Court estate was opened on the site of the NottingDale 6 Spe c i asll uAr ebayd Charl es Di ¢
grandson and the Queen mother. The Portobello Court housing estate was opened the same year.
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