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1940 In World War 2 Christie found a new vocation as a special constable in the war reserve police, in 
spite of his record. Due to his commitment to enforcing the blackout he became known, quite 
affectionately, as óthe Himmler of Rillington Placeô. 
 
Another local who thrived during the war was Vere Hodgson, the author of Few Eggs and No Oranges. 
The wartime diary began as she moved to 56 Ladbroke Road and was woken by the first air raid sirens of 
the war from the police station opposite. Vere worked as a social worker for Winifred Moyesô Christian 
Spiritualist Greater World Association at their Sanctuary welfare centre at 3 Lansdowne Road.  
 
The 1971 Disney film Bedknobs and Broomsticks stars Angela Lansbury as a white witch who summons 
up the spirit of old England to repel the Nazi invasion. Towards this end she has to retrieve the missing 
half of a magic book from Portobello market with her evacuee kid charges.  
 
óPortobello Road, Portobello Road, street where the riches of ages are sold, anything and everything a 
chap can unload is sold off the barrow in Portobello Road, youôll find what you want in the Porto Bello 
Road...ô The market search scene inevitably turns into a 1940 proto-Carnival song and dance routine, 
featuring a West Indian servicemen steel band, and Bruce Forsyth appears as a spiv. 
 
It Happened Here, the occupied London documentary-style film (made in the late 50s and early 60s), 
contains scenes of Nazis in Notting Hill including local resistance fighting in the beergarden of the Prince 
of Wales on Pottery Lane.  
 
September 1940-January 1941 At the beginning of the battle of Britain, Vere Hodgson was attending 
respirator drill at the old Kensington Town Hall, incendiary bomb practise, gas lectures and a first-aid 
course. Looking back on the Blitz, she wrote of ósleepless, terrified nightsô and óthe tense look on the faces 
of all the inhabitants of Notting Hill Gate ï for, of course, I ventured nowhere else.ô  
 
As the Luftwaffe concentrated on the East End docks, west London escaped comparatively unscathed. 
However, around 50 people were killed by bombs dropped on the Notting Hill area.  
 
Bombs fell along Ladbroke Grove, on Lansdowne Road and Walk, Stanley Gardens, Elgin Crescent and 
Cornwall Crescent; in Notting Dale, on Stoneleigh Street, Avondale Park Road and Walmer Road, on 
Portobello Road at the junctions of Westbourne Grove and Chepstow Villas; on Powis Square, All Saints 
Road, Thorpe Mews, Acklam Road, Blagrove Road, Raddington Road, St Ervanôs Road, Cambridge 
Gardens, St Helenôs Gardens, St Charles Square, Southam Street and Kensal Road.  
 
In The Story of Notting Dale Charlie Rowden recounts being in the Rugby Club on Walmer Road just 
before it was hit and helping to rescue people from the house next door.  
 



 
Holland House library bomb damage/Local metal collecting during the war 

 
September 27/8 On the 100

th
 anniversary of the death of Lord Holland, Holland House played its final part 

in world historical events when it was partly destroyed by Nazi incendiary bombs.  
 
On her first bomb damage tour, Vere Hodgson found the St Charles Square surface shelters cracked and 
a crater on Rackham Street (on the site of the Balfour of Burleigh estate). As the Luftwaffe aimed for the 
railway line and the gas works, the Princess Louise Hospital was bombed 3 times.  
 
October Vere reported bombs falling around Oxford and Cambridge Gardens, along Ladbroke Grove by 
the station, on Pembridge Place, Chepstow Villas and Lansdowne Road where several people were killed. 
 

 
Ladbroke Grove bomb damage 

 
1941 January As Vere got used to having her lunch on the battlefield at the Mercury Café, on the corner 
of Pembridge Road and Kensington Park Road, a timebomb went off in the garden of 36 Lansdowne 
Road and another hit a gas main in Lansdowne Crescent.  
 
February As incendiary bombs were dropped on Ladbroke Square, Kensington Park Road and Ladbroke 
Grove, she dodged shrapnel on Ladbroke Road and found 20 shops out of action on Westbourne Grove. 
March Vere reported a bomb blast shattering windows along Holland Park Avenue.  
 
September 14 óShops are cheering up a bit. Tomatoes are no longer hidden.ô October 1 óNo eggs again 
this weeké third in succession, rotten.ô October 5 óApples and pears in Portobello market ï lovely sight. 
At a price we can pay. 9d and 1/3d.ô 
 
1942 April 26 óQuite a lot of magnificent soldiers in Notting Hill Gate clad in khaki cloaks of vast 
dimensions.ô October 11 óA warden turned up on Friday asking us what we could do in the event of 
paratroops landing in Hyde Park and Notting Hill Gate being isolated.ô 
 



1943 In the first years of the war Christie had the time of his life as a special constable and even had an 
affair with a woman who worked at Harrow Road police station. But in early 1943 this wartime relationship 
was violently concluded when the womanôs husband returned from oversees.  
 
That summer, on his Ladbroke Grove underworld beat, Christie met his first victim, the Austrian Ruth 
Fuerst. Another short wartime affair ensued and ended even more violently, when a telegram arrived at 10 
Rillington Place announcing the imminent arrival of Christieôs wife Ethel from Sheffield. His solution to this 
awkward situation was to strangle Ruth Fuerst and hide her body under the floorboards.  
 
In Graham Greeneôs Fifth Columnist novel The Ministry of Fear (filmed by Fritz Lang) the séance scene 
takes place at Mrs Bellairsô house; óold and unrenovated standing among the To Let boards on the slopes 
of Campden Hill.ô Spiritualism also features in Wyndham Lewisôs post-war book Rotting Hill: óAs to the 
mysticism and its big vogue (5 lodges in Rotting Hill); people troop to sit entranced before pythonesses...ô  
 
The Lamp Still Burns 1943 wartime nurse tribute morale-builder was adapted from the novel One Pair of 
Feet by Monica Dickens. Charlesôs great-granddaughter worked as a nurse during the war while living on 
Chepstow Villas.  
 
1944 February 18/19 After writing of óoranges in Notting Hill Gate but so far have not achieved anyô, Vere 
Hodgson was woken up by the sound of gunfire and the sight of óthe whole sky light as day, festooned 
with red star flares which threw amazing colours all over Campden Hillé a great red glow filled the sky 
from a fireéIn the direction of Portobello Road there was the sound of crackling fire...ô  
 
In óPortobelloôs bad nightô 5 people were killed when a high explosive bomb hit the corner of Raddington 
Road, and Portobello Road School (the Isaac Newton centre) was damaged. At Tavistock Crescent, Vere 
Hodgson saw children storming a burnt out sweet shop, ótrying to salvage what they could from the mess.ô  
 
Eddie Adams recalls his schooldays during the war at Colville School on Lonsdale Road as an exciting 
adventure making camps in bombed houses and collecting shrapnel. Although the school wasnôt bombed 
its windows were smashed by the blast of a bomb falling on the site of the Portobello Court estate. Colville 
School had its own air-raid shelter built under the laundry block in the playground.  
 
February 27 Vere wrote of queues of up to a thousand for the 500 bunk beds in Holland Park station, 
starting at 4pm. After the Blitz, the recently rediscovered air-raid shelter in Avondale Park was reinforced 
and fitted out with dormitory facilities and a canteen.  
 

 
V1 doodle-bug flying bomb/All Saints Road from the V1 bombsite on Clydesdale Road  
 

June 19 The first V1 flying bomb to hit Notting Hill killed 20 people on Westbourne Park Road, on the site 
of the block of flats at the end of All Saints Road. This was the highest single incident death toll of the war 
in North Kensington.  
 
August On the hill, Tower Crecy on Aubrey Walk and Tor Villa suffered irreparable bomb damage. In the 
Dale, the Notting Wood House estate on Clarendon Road was hit by a V1, causing a half-mile blast 
radius, but only 2 people were killed as most of the residents were sheltering in Holland Park station. 
 
At the time of the V1 and V2 attacks the air-raid warden caretakers of 6 KHT flats used as bomb shelters 
were paid £1 extra danger money. The North Kensington Invasion Defence Organisation consisted of the 
landlord of the Latimer Arms, the local newsagent, the milkman and a Sunbeam Talbot mechanic.  
 



The first wartime ócommunal restaurantô was established on Dalgarno Gardens by Flora Solomon. The 
Portobello Dock refuse wharf on the canal in Kensal was converted into a decontamination station in case 
of gas attack, with an ARP unit and a fire-fighting barge.  
 
The Sunbeam Talbot car factory on Barlby Road repaired Spitfire engines, as recounted by Monica 
Dickens who worked there during the war. The Bartle iron foundry on Lancaster Road, round the back of 
Rillington Place, worked on tanks. 
 
After leaving the war reserve police, Christie got a job at the Ultra radio works in Acton, where he 
befriended his next victim Muriel Eady. She visited the Christies with her boyfriend and the 2 couples went 
to the cinema together; possibly the Electric or the Royalty on Lancaster Road. Christie reputedly worked 
at both cinemas. (Royalty Studios, on the site of the cinema, currently hosts the community police station.)  
 
The Electric Cinema made it through World War 2 unscathed but gained further notoriety from its 
association with Christie, there was a fire in 1945 after the war ended, and the ghost of another 
beleaguered manager who committed suicide is said to haunt the building.  
 
The story of another wartime murderer who stalked the Portobello blackmarket was filmed as Chicago Joe 
and the Showgirl, starring Keifer Sutherland and Emily Lloyd. óChicago Joeô was based on Karl Hulten, the 
only GI to be hanged in Britain during the war for the murder of a taxi driver.  
 
December 12 Vere Hodgson heard the explosion when a V2 rocket hit the junction of Lancaster Road and 
Treadgold Street killing 2 people and seriously wounding 32: óWhole house shook from stem to stern. It 
was close... We learned it was the end of Lancaster Road. Streets full of people... It is all poor property 
down there and the devastation is terrific.ô  
 
1945 May 8 On VE Day in Kensal there was a bonfire party featuring an effigy of Hitler hung from a 
gibbet. In Notting Dale there were street parties on Wilsham Street, Walmer Road and Blechynden Street. 
 
The total Kensington death toll due to enemy action in World War 2 was around 400, of which about a 
third were in the Notting Hill area. The borough bomb damage figures came to a thousand houses 
demolished and around 30,000 damaged, 3,000 seriously.  
 
In the post-war election in which Churchillôs Tories were defeated by Attleeôs Labour, the North Kensington 
Labour candidate Captain George Rogers was elected, beginning 3 decades of Labour control of the area.  
 
1946 Housing action from below began with homeless Eastenders marching up Campden Hill to squat 
blocks of luxury flats in Duchess of Bedford Walk, where Maltese and Gibraltan refugees had been 
housed during the war.  
 
The first sensational post-war Notting Hill crime was the murder of Margery Gardner at the Pembridge 
Court Hotel on Pembridge Gardens by the bogus war hero Neville Heath. The local murderers Christie, 
Haigh and Heath were put in the shade by a succession of Nazis who stayed at Notting Hill Gate when 6-7 
Kensington Palace Gardens became the London war crimes investigation centre known as óThe Cageô.  
 

 
Portobello Road 1946/Henry Dickens Court demolition site 1947 


