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London Kills Me cast Portfolio Golborne Road 

 
1990 At the first Notting Hill Carnival of the 90s, appearing on the Portobello Green stage were Soul II 
Soul, Aswad, Jalal of the Last Poets, Misty in Roots, Burning Spear, Arrow, Osibisa, Omar and Courtney 
Pine. The Green also hosted the Portobello Arts Festival and an anti-gentrification protest.  
 
The other side of the Westway, the Tavistock Road square off Portobello was the venue of impromptu 
gigs and video shoots; including Don-e, James (doing óSit Downô), the Dread Broadcasting Corporation, 
the Trojans, Freestylers, former Raincoats; break dancing and bongo drumming.  
 
1991 London Kills Me, the Notting Hill acid-house film, is a realistic enough portrayal of the local rave 
scene. Filmed along Portobello by Hanif Kureishi, it features scenes on Chepstow Villas, in the Ground 
Floor bar at 186 (then the Colville Rose), under the Westway, in the flea market and Portfolio postcard 
shop on Golborne (which appears as a restaurant, as it would in Notting Hill the movie).  
 
The acid-house squat on Chepstow Villas was a former property of the Conservative minister Michael 
Heseltine, between residences of Mark Knopfler of Dire Straits and Jason Donovan, the Australian soap 
actor/pop star at the time of his tabloid drugs scandal.  
 
After the ecstasy-dealing story of the 1988 ósummer of love posseô on Ladbroke Grove was re-enacted 
next door, life imitated art when the house was really squatted by anarcho-ravers. The London Kills Me 
house was later occupied by Salman Rushdie. Hanif Kureishi returned to Golborne in Buddha of Suburbia.  
 
óEverything I Doô, the theme song of Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves, was written in Notting Hill by Michael 
Kamen with Bryan Adams and Mutt Lange. 
 
At the last Mutoid Waste Company squat, the Mutoid Building art gallery at 280 Portobello Road, Grove 
Productions presented a ódeep dance all-nighter with the best of Londonôs rap and house DJs.ô 
 
As óThe Mangrove: 21 Years of Resistanceô banner came down, 6-8 All Saints Road reopened as the 
Portobello Dining Rooms, Rastafarians were succeeded by trustafarians and the street name started to 
appear in more restaurant reviews than crime reports.  
 
The headline acts of the 1991 Carnival were Horace Andy, Freddie McGregor, Gwen Guthrie, the Trojans 
and Screaming Target ï Don Lettsô post-Big Audio Dynamite group who became Dreadzone. The Clash 
got to number 1 with óShould I Stay or Should I Goô, as the 1982 track appeared in a Leviôs ad. 
 
Damon Albarnôs Kensington Park Road life began up the hill at the Portobello Hotel on Stanley Gardens, 
where he worked behind the bar as Blur recorded their first demo. Freddie Mercury of Queenôs last gig at 
Kensal Green cemetery featured a quarter of an acre of flowers.  
 



The Rough Trade shopôs US punk rock roots came home to roost when Kurt Cobain and Courtney Love 
called at 130 Talbot Road. After Courtney asked if they had any Raincoats albums, Jude directed them to 
the antiques shop where Ana de Silva worked part-time. Kurt and Courtney paid homage and persuaded 
Ana and Gina Birch (then of Dorothy) to reform the Raincoats, to tour with Nirvana.  
 
Kurt Cobain wrote the sleevenotes for the re-issued Raincoatsô album and then shot himself before the 
tour. Courtney Love covered the Raincoatsô óThe Voidô with her group Hole, who appeared at Subterania, 
and also visited Plastic Passion record shop at 2 Blenheim Crescent.  
 
When Nirvana reached the Rough Trade shop in 1991, heralding the grunge scene post-punk revival, the 
Rough Trade label ceased to exist. With the end of the Smiths the Cartel indie network collapsed, taking 
the label with it, and all the distributors folded apart from Bristolôs Revolver.  
 
All that remained was the publishing company Rough Trade Music and reggae distribution which 
continued as Rough Lion. The Rough Trade label went to Cherry Red until Geoff Travis struck a deal with 
One Little Indian to re-launch it as Trade 2 ï when they folded, he continued working with Blanco Y Negro.  
 

 
 
1992 Time Out óGet into the Groveô touring the area with the ô92 Carnival king Don-e. In the basement 
tattoo parlour of 253 Portobello Road, adorned with pictures of Malcolm X, Bob Marley and Ice Cube, the 
new soul sensation declared: ñThis is where my homeboys is at. I live here, Iôm here all the time...ò  
 
The Lancaster corner Culture Shack below Café Grove also hosted Redôs Rasta stall (on the site of 15 
Minutes rock T-shirt stall), Dannyôs Dub shop, the office of The Grove (Ishmahil Blagroveôs local mag, not 
to be confused with the current version), Oz and Geeôs street wear outfitters and Dollar-Ride Cabs.  
 
Round the corner at 253b was Roadrunner (later Supra) the hip-hop/skateboard T-shirt shop. Across 
Lancaster Road in the early 90s, outside the Stone City hip-hop shop (featuring the Urban Café) at 61b, 
according to City Limits you would find óclubbers, rap bands, hip-hop producers and Notting Hill trendies 
hanging out, looking for all the world as though they were on a New York sidewalk.ô  
 
Along Portobello, the Mau Mau bar at 265 (part of the Motor City jeans store in the 70s) began as óthe 
Motown Majic Companyôs Original Soul Barô ï featuring Motown record encrusted counters and the óMajicô 
stone outside. Then the premises had a spell as the Beat bar before becoming the hip-hop Mau Mau.  
 
The Don-e Time Out Carnival tour stopped off under the Westway at the Malaysian café Makan at 270 
and ended on All Saints Road at Metamorphosis studios (formerly the Apollo pub). Makan was renowned 
as a haunt of Lenny Kravitz, S-Express and the DJ Judge Jules, summed up by Eg White in Time Out as 
ñfull of out of work musicians and pretty people wearing 70s clothes.ò  
 
The Portobello Green Arcade under the flyover along Thorpe Close transformed the riot zone óLittle 
Camdenô flea market into an international fashion attraction. Souled Out in Unit 25 supplied 70s clothes to 
Kylie Minogue, Bjork, Deee-Lite, the Brand New Heavies, S-Express, Elton John and Take That.  
 



Tania Kindersleyôs chick-lit Notting Hill novel Goodbye Johnny Thunders was largely set in the fashion 
market and features the Portobello Café at 305 on the cover. The book is about her trustafarian boyfriend, 
not the New York Dolls and Heartbreakersô guitarist who was along Cambridge Gardens in 1976.  
 
As the Portobello Café, the site of the Frendz underground paper office retained some Bohemian 
atmosphere and was an occasional music venue under the ownership of the Australian rock stars Nick 
Cave and Michael Hutchence of INXS ï before becoming Uncleôs diner.  
 
This stretch of Portobello appears in Ian Wright and the Pet Shop Boysô óDo the Wright Thingô video, the 
Sparksô techno-Carnival and Mars Attacks Mini adventure ads, and the long-running Channel 4 trailer. 
Along the Westway, East 17 posed on the Acklam Road footbridge for some West 11 street credibility.  
 
Through the 90s, Subterania on the site of Acklam Hall/Bay 63 hosted irregular gigs; including showcase 
appearances and UK debuts by Ice-T, the Red Hot Chilli Peppers and Alanis Morissette; Bim Sherman, 
Hugh Masekela, Lush, the Bhundu Boys, the Farm, EMF, Ocean Colour Scene, Gun Club, Psychic TVé 
 
Havana 3am, Cabaret Voltaire, Orbital, A Certain Ratio, Danielle Dax, Jah Wobble, Jah Shaka, Beats 
International, Primal Scream, Inspiral Carpets, Run DMC, Sub-Sub, the Australian Doors/Pink Floyd, Ruby 
Turner, M-People, Norman Jay, Normski, Courtney Pine, Courtney Love, Junior Reid, Sugar Minotté 
 
Lena Fiagbe, the Last Poets, Don-e, D-Influence, D-Ream, D-Clan, JC001, Chrome Slug (who posed on 
the footbridge on their flyer), Killing Joke, Bjorn Again, A Tribe Called Quest, Bootsy Collins, Gravediggaz, 
Afrika Bambaataa, Alabama 3, Milla Jovovich, Moloko, Mad Professor, Moby, Snoop Dogg and Eminem.  
 
Subterania club nights under the Westway included the Ballardian Crash featuring S-Express and 23 
Skidoo DJs, Sub, Submerge, Subverse, Atlantis, Choice, Living Large, Freedom, Global Sweatbox, 
Carwash, Something Else, Absolutely Fabulous (óa packed, dressed-up crowd of Ladbroke Grooversô), 
Westside, Jungle in the Grove, Rotation, Rodiganôs Reggae and We Got Westway.  
 
In another local George Orwell connection, the Big Brother presenter Davina McCall worked on the door 
at Subterania in the early 90s at the Saturday night Choice club featuring the DJs Norman Jay and Jeremy 
Healey. According to City Limits: óBe prepared to get there early even if you are on the guest listé dress 
to impressé one of the most celebrated nights in town. The queues are as famous as the night.ô  
 
The Time Out review summed up Choice as óGraham Ball, Patrick Lilley and Davinaôs outrageously 
popular, fashion-conscious dancersô partyé at this sleek-chic west London niterie.ô In an Independent 
clubbing guide Elliot Walker said: ñI usually go to Subterania on Saturday night. Thereôs a really good 
scene going on, the people all know each other and everybodyôs beautiful.ò  
 
The Thorpe Close offices at Portobello Green hosted the dance music labels Wall of Sound, Millennium 
and Leftfieldôs Hard Hands. On Acklam Road there was the Kickin reggae/ragga label of Peter Harris who 
told West 10 magazine, ñThe company is part of the Grove and the Grove is part of us.ò  
 
The Portobello Green Fitness Centre on Thorpe Close featured the Sports Café balcony bar/occasional 
club (which would succeed Subterania as the 21st century local venue the Inn on the Green).  
 

 
Dub Vendor 150 Ladbroke Grove/Honest Jonôs 278 Portobello Road 

 



Dub Vendor expanded from their dub shack at 155 Ladbroke Grove by the station, across the road to 150 
(a former jobcentre), where it became the reggae CD shop featuring a dreadzone mural. The original 
location of Norman Jayôs Good Times Carnival sound-system was over the road outside 37 Cambridge 
Gardens. Richard Branson recalls crying at Ladbroke Grove station after he sold off Virgin Records in ô92. 
 
Honest Jonôs at 278 Portobello Road, óLondonôs top specialist shop for jazz in depth from Charlie Parker to 
dance-jazz, funk, fusion, soul, rônôb, Latin, African, reggae and bluesô, also hosted Mo Wax, the rap and 
ragga label of James Lavelle, one of Cynthia Roseôs óbaby Bransonsô in Trade Secrets. óBobôs Reggae 
Reviveô stall from Honest Jonôs became the óconscious reggaeô shop at 331.  
 
Vigoôs Peopleôs Sound maintained the All Saints Road Frontline. Vinyl Solution moved from 39 Hereford 
Road to 231 Portobello Road, on the site of the hippy clothes shop Hindukush, to become Intoxica, with a 
psychedelic upstairs/hip-hop downstairs set up incorporating the Vinyl Solution hip-hop label.  
 
Sounds record shop at 236 succeeded the hippy clothes shop Etcetera, next door to the hip-hop halal 
butchers. Down Blenheim Crescent, in Codrington Mews the XL label of the Prodigy, Basement Jaxx, 
White Stripes, Dizzee Rascal, etc occupied the site of Miles Copelandôs punk indie label HQ.  
 
On Freston Road in the 90s, Chris Wrightôs prog rock label Chrysalis emerged as another Notting Hill pop 
media corporation, encompassing Tom Jones, Heart FM, sport and music TV, QPR, and the site of the 
Steptoe and Son scrapyard. Anarcho-rave activity continued in the squatted school on Olaf Street, and at 
the Bridgehouse centre beside the Westway, where Spiral Tribe and Transglobal Underground appeared.  
 
Tom Jones (who stayed in Notting Hill in the 60s) appeared at the Station Tavernôs rhythmônôblues club 
Bobôs Goodtimes Blues on Bramley Road. The Viz comic and Bizarre magazine publisher John Brown 
(who started out at Virgin) moved to offices along Bramley Road on the north side of the Westway.  
 
Howard Marks returned to his Portobello roots to perform one of his first dope smuggling reminiscence 
gigs in the Spider internet café at 195 (which became Children of Vision hairdressers) ï promoted by Lee 
Harris of Alchemy headshop at 261, prosecuted at the time for dealing in drug-taking paraphernalia.  
 
253 on the Lancaster Road corner, where Alchemy began in the hippy days, had a post-modern headshop 
phase as Wong Singh Jones featuring a Goa trance CD stall and herbal ecstasy. The Punk pulp novel by 
Gideon Sams (of the 269 Ceres healthfood family) was filmed around Portobello and Kensal as The Punk 
and the Princess by Mike Sarne (of Myra Breckinridge film notoriety previous). 
 
As going to the pub came back into fashion, óthe previously shunnedô Finchôs (the Duke of Wellington at 
179 of Hawkwind previous) set the trend. In the wake of Transvision Vamp and S-Express, Jefferson Hack 
stumbled in as he launched Dazed & Confused as a style-postermag.  
 
The next óPortobello Roadô song by Roy Aquarius features ólost souls drinkingé outside Finchôs.ô As the 
local group Honeychild were described as a ónew age Status Quoô, the basement of the heavy metal Cage 
shop next door (now the pub toilets) was squatted and became a speed metal venue. 
 
In Arena magazine Alex Spillus singled out Finchôs as the hub of trustafarianism (20-somethings living on 
trust-funds): óThe best thing about this attractive chunk of urban village used to be that nobody knew about 
it. Now every rich white kid in London wants in on the Bohemian idyll.ô  
 
Nick Foulkesô óWhy I canôt abide the folk on Notting Hillô Standard article was illustrated with a caricature 
captioned: óbaseball cap and long hair for that trust fund hippy look/constant look of smugness/local 
magazine (The Roughler) for keeping up with drunken exploits of oneôs friends and, of course, oneselféô 
 
The Absolute Beginners star Patsy Kensit, defended the area in the Face, saying: ñIôve lived here since I 
was 18é When Iôm coming home and get to the airport at LA, I always realise how much I canôt wait to 
get back. You read these articles about W11 ï they tend to be in Arena ï but I think theyôre written by 
guys whose girlfriend has run off with some Rasta living in Notting Hill Gate.ò  
 
As the Warwick Castle at 225 had a grunge/crusty style crisis, The Roughler made a couple of last stands 
at the Star and the Duke of Cornwall on Talbot Road. The Roughler landlord Berny Walther presented the 
last local pub rock gigs at the Cornwall on the Talbot Road/Ledbury Road corner before it was converted 
into the Dakota (now the Ledbury) restaurant.  
 



 
 
As Frank Crichlow of the Mangrove was awarded damages, All Saints Roadôs transformation from 
frontline Notting Hell to girlpower Heaven W11 began when Shaznay Lewis met Mel Blatt in 
Metamorphosis studios at number 18 ï the old Apollo pub (previously the Mangrove and now Apollo 
studios). The meeting was apparently arranged by Ben Volpelierre-Pierrot of Curiosity Killed the Cat. 
 
1993 Ron Tom, the All Saints producer and hip-hop promoter at the Tabernacle, told Dzifa Benson of 
Grapevine magazine that his aim was ñto put together a project that would reflect that community and 
where we were coming from.ò In due course he took tapes of Shaznay, Mel and Simone Rainford, to ZTT 
at Sarm West (formerly Island) studios on Basing Street of Bob Marley and Band Aid fame.  
 
ZTT signed the girls as a group and they named themselves in honour of the frontline street. The most 
local member Mel Blatt was brought up on nearby Talbot Road. At first the name was All Saints 1975, 
referring to the year in which they were all born, and their ambition was to get a gig at Subterania.  
 
On the sleeve of the first All Saintsô single óSilver Shadowô, Simone, Shaznay and Mel were pictured on All 
Saints Road. But after the record flopped they were dropped by ZTT and Simone Rainford left. As 
Shaznay and Mel held auditions, Melôs father brought about the more successful version of the group 
when he ran into her schoolfriend Nicole Appleton (from the Sylvia Young stage school in Marylebone).  
 
The new All Saints trio hustled free studio time to cut another demo, including óNever Everô and óI Know 
Where Itôs Atô ï by which time Nicoleôs sister Natalie had completed the new line-up. According to the Sun, 
the Market Bar on Portobello became óAll Saints local. Shaz, Mel, Nat and Nic popped in regularly while 
recording their LP. They drank Coca Cola, as the bouncer thought at least one was underage.ô  
 
In the run up to the 1993 Carnival a crack dealer was shot 8 times on All Saints Road, causing óCrack War 
Shootingô and óArming Police is what we needô headlines in the local press. Another Carnival riot was 
predicted after ragga riots at Hammersmith Palais but ô93 turned out to be the most peaceful in years.  
 
óModern Life is Rubbishô, Blurôs second album contains the line óweôre lost on the Westwayô in the single 
óFor Tomorrowô; described as óswaggering barrowboy glamô in the Face. In the video Damon Albarn and 
co appeared under the flyover and on Golborne Road. In óBlue Jeansô Damon sings of óair-cushioned 
soles, I bought them on the Portobello Road on a Saturday.ô 
 
Sting was reported busking on the westbound platform of Ladbroke Grove station; which according to Q 
magazine caused a Spanish girl to exclaim ñEez Stingò and faint. Courtney Love was involved in a white 
riot grrrl incident at Subterania, and Seal was caught speeding at the north end of Ladbroke Grove.  
 
The ô93 Notting Hill Panto Sleeping Beauty at the Tabernacle in Powis Square starred Eve Doggart 
(described as the óserial best-boy original Portobello Princessô), Andrea Oliver, Sarah-Jane Lovatt, Kevin 
Allen, Jock Scot, Eddie Cain, and Welsh Ray Roughler-Jones as the Prince of Wales. 
 
1994 All Saintsô first appearances turned out to be in Powis Square; on the Touch magazine stage during 
the ô94 Carnival, and low down the bill of a Rwanda benefit gig at the Tabernacle also featuring Don-e, 
Osibisa, Oui 3, Curiosity (without Killed the Cat) and Eon John of Honey Child.  
 



The ô94 jungle W11 Carnival had the first million plus attendance, according to the Standard; prompting 
proposals for a new 4

th
 stage in Hyde Park, to avoid a Hillsborough style crush and accommodate the 

likes of Prince and Michael Jackson.  
 
All Saints Road was twinned with Vienda Street in Soweto at the Nelson Mandela election victory street 
party, and called óA Road to Nowhereô in a Kensington News crack report. The Pelican pub at 45, on the 
Tavistock Road corner, became a murder scene when Hungarian Frank Lazar shot dead a fellow drinker. 
The Ladbroke Grove Barclays bank received a óWelcome to the Mardi Gra Experienceô letter-bomb. 
 

 
 

Having dropped the Dynamite, Mick Jonesôs Big Audio óHigher Powerô album featured a Trellick Tower 
sound-system speaker sleeve, and his óHarrow Roadô homage in which he was óhaving a smoke in Royal 
Oak.ô Don Letts and Leo Williamsô Screaming Target group became Dreadzone of óLittle Britainô fame.  
 
Joe Strummer returned to his pub rock roots again for a residency at the Warwick Castle, during which he 
performed at a Roughler night and stood in as Shane MacGowanôs replacement with the Pogues. He also 
frequented the less street cred 192 bar. Mick Jones was dating Wendy James of Transvision Vamp.  
 
Paul Simonon was most associated with the Earl Percy at 225 Ladbroke Grove and Galicia at 323 
Portobello Road. The old snug bar of the Percy, dubbed óThe Simonon loungeô by Jock Scot in the 
Roughler, was where the last group meetings took place and Joeôs wedding reception was upstairs.  
 
The Market Bar at 240 Portobello Road, All Saintsô local according to the Sun, also played a part in the 
Brit pop story as the Golden Cross pub, the inspiration for óThe Black Crossô in London Fields, which 
inspired Blurôs third album óParklifeô. The Market Bar was then run by the 60s pop star/actor John Leyton, 
who appeared in The Great Escape film, which Blur named their 1996 album after.  
 
As Right Said Fred drive by in the óIôm Too Sexyô video, the bar was being propped up by the Australian 
goth rocker Nick Cave, when he was recording óMurder Balladsô round the corner in Sarm West studios 
and living on Basing Street. In the Market Barôs early 90s heyday, Eric Clapton, Pete Townshend, Julien 
Temple, Liz Hurley, Tim Roth and Brian Molko of Placebo also made appearances.  
 
The former Island and ZTT recording studios Sarm West were also used by Blur, Madonna, M-People, 
George Michael, Radiohead and Boyzone. The Portobello Hotel on Stanley Gardens was back in fashion 
following the Johnny Depp-Kate Moss champagne bath press frenzy. 
 
1995 In the run-up to the ô95 Carnival, Maôs Caf® at 6-8 All Saints Road (formerly the Mangrove, the 
Portobello Dining Rooms and Nice, since Manor, Ruby & Sequoia and the Hurlingham) was the scene of a 
scuffle involving Hugh Grant; in which the actor was ridiculed over the Divine Brown affair. An onlooker 
said: ñHe was OK but he had a bit of blood on him. I donôt think heôll be back.ò  
 
The first Lilt (Coca-Cola) Notting Hill Carnival was largely trouble-free until closedown when there were 2 
shootings and 9 stabbings ï but over all there were fewer arrests than at the Reading rock festival.  
 
After a series of Rolex robbery and óaristocrats on crackô reports, Annabel Heseltine (the daughter of 
Michael, the Westway opening Tory minister and local landlord) wrote in the Standard of óCrack, Guns and 
Fearô Notting Hell juxtaposed with trustafarian Heaven W11 óCool Britanniaô on All Saints:  



óOpposite Philsenôs Phil-Inn Station ï a café frequented by local hip-swinging Rastas ï young media types 
are strolling into Mas Caféé A bakery selling walnut loaves and bagels generates a warm aroma in the 
direction of Tom Dixonôs galleryéô (Tom Dixon was in the 80s group Funkapolitan.) 
 
Damon Albarnôs Kensington Park Road life continued at the house of his girlfriend, Justine Frischmann of 
Elastica. During the Oasis v Blur chart battle, Damon addressed the Brit pop nation on the news from 
outside Mikeôs Cafe at 12 Blenheim Crescent (of Marc Bolan and Clash previous).  
 
Sinead OôConnor let her locks grow long in Notting Hill Babylon whilst staying at the Portobello Hotel, and 
appeared upstairs at the Pelican pub on All Saints Road, along with Mick Jagger. Andrea Oliver, formerly 
of Rip Rig & Panic, who lived on Powis Terrace, presented Baaadass TV with Ice-T.  
 
After The Punk and the Princess Portobello film, Sarah Brookes released an LP in Japan featuring a 
óPrincess of Portabello (sic) Roadô song. There was also the almost real Portobello princess Delphine 
Boel, the illegitimate artist daughter of King Albert of Belgium, who lived by the Sun in Splendour pub.  
 
The TV show serial killer film Crimetime features a Sadie Frost/Stephen Baldwin sex scene down the 
Electric alley on Portobello. In the 90s, 191 had a phase as óthe first black cinema in the UKô (run by 
another Napoleon of Notting Hill, Brian Bonaparte) and hosted a few shortlived clubs/squatted raves.  
 
Jessica Berens wrote in the Independent of the actress Rachel Weisz: óher milieu is west London Boho, a 
milieu curiously echoed in Design for Living, Gravesôs delivery, as the painter Otto, is often reminiscent of 
those who lounge with careful insouciance in the bars of the Portobello Road: monied, bright, shallow and 
self-destructive: nowadays, fascists wear pink T-shirts saying Babe Power.ô 
 
The Notting Hill girlpower bar 192 ï at 192 Kensington Park Road ï was frequented by Marianne Faithfull, 
Madonna, Anjelica Huston, Mariella Frostrup, Ruby Wax, and Helen Fielding, the author of Bridget 
Jonesôs Diary. The Richard Curtis film version, set in Borough, bares little resemblance to the original 
Independent column largely set in and revolving around 192.  
 
The Blenheim/Gate pub on the corner of Kensington Park Road duly became the E&O bar/restaurant. 
Other victims of pub gastro-gentrification included the Cow, the Westbourne, the Artesian as the 
Bonaparte bar, the Pembridge Castle as Beach Blanket Babylon, and the Bolton Abbey as Boom 
Boom/Jacôs/the Lonsdale. Notting Daleôs pub history was almost entirely wiped from the map.  
 
Subterania nightclub under the Westway was dogged by controversy throughout Vince Powerôs Mean 
Fiddler era featuring licensing, noise, mugging, racism and bouncer complaints. Local history repeated 
itself when the doors were barricaded as they were stormed by irate locals or óbarred known drug dealersô. 
 
1996 Notting Hill Carnival peaked on the 30

th
 anniversary of the London Free School Fayre when the 

second Lilt Carnival overtook Rio as the biggest gig in the world with a 2 million plus attendance. Ice-T, 
Jamiroquai, the Jungle Brothers, Chaka Demus and Pliers, Montell Jordan and Nu Colours appeared on 
the 2 main stages, Radio 1 at Portobello Green and Kiss in Kensalôs Emslie Horniman Pleasance park.  
 
As the Tabernacle received a £3 million Lottery revamp grant to become the Carnival base, the West 
Cross Route hosted a Reclaim the Streets road-protest rave carnival. Under the Westway the conversion 
of the west side bay on Ladbroke Grove into the Ion/Liquid Nation bar caused more local protest.  
 
At the time of the last Wild West 11 shoot out on All Saints Road and the killing of Russell Christie (Linford 
Christieôs brother), Ledbury Road was heralded as the trendiest shopping street in London. As CCTV was 
introduced the police launched a crackhouse crackdown, the Mangrove Trust had a crack outreach 
initiative and Wilf Walker put on the first All Saints Road Community Street Party. 
 
Will Self wrote an All Saints drugs/restaurant crossover review in the Observer of the Sugar Club at 33: 
óThe Front Line already boasts a number of eateriesé as well as various ethnic joints. But the fact does 
remain that until spring of this year, when the constabulary brought its steel toecapped boot downé the 
Front Line was the nexus of the local drug scene...ô The basement of 33 hosted the last blues club. 
 
Mark Morrison, the local rapper of óReturn of the Mackô fame, was arrested at Notting Hill Gate for 
brandishing a stun gun outside Crispins newsagents by the tube entrance.  
 



The Van Morrison Notting Hill rock walk, as detailed in Dee McQuillanôs óTransit Vanô Standard article, 
took in the Gate Cinema café, Tootsies restaurant and Patachoux coffeebar at Notting Hill Gate, the 
Portobello Hotel on Stanley Gardens, the 192 bar, and the Globe on Talbot Road.  
 
Blurôs óThe Great Escapeô album featured the track óBest Daysô with the line; óTrellick Towerôs been calling, 
I know sheôll leave me in the morning.ô After Justine Frischmann gave the LP an unfavourable review, the 
end of the óregal serendipity up Notting Hill wayô of the king and queen of Brit pop was reported. Brett 
Anderson of Suede was described as the óopiated king of W11ô and óthe fey lord of Ladbroke Groveô.  
 

 
1997 ragga revival Carnival Sue Snyder 
 

1997 The year of the notorious Notting Hill Tory Carnival, at which the new opposition leader William 
Hague wore a baseball cap, Darcus Howe stopped going saying Notting Hill was ña tiresomely pale 
imitation of Trinidad.ò Soul II Soul and Wyclef of the Fugees were in Kensal, and Jay-Z at the time of óHard 
Knock Life: Ghetto Anthemô was on Portobello Green, accompanied by a crowd crush and a shooting.  
 
On the 20

th
 anniversary of óThe Clashô album, the Dub Pistols came up with the industrial dance óWestwayô 

/óThereôs Gonna be a Riotô EP on the Concrete label, recorded at their Latimer Road studio. According to 
D-Tour magazine, they ótake an earful of Ladbroke Groveôs urban screech and nail it to the dance floor.ô 
The Dub Pistols frontman Barry Ashworth described it as a ñhomage to the Westway buzz.ò  
 
The Westway Project was founded to óbrighten upô the area under the flyover and the BBC World Service 
Westway radio soap series was launched.  
 
As All Saintsô óI Know Where Itôs Atô single was released by London Records, the group were described as 
ópost-Spice hip-popô or óhip-hop-liteô streetwise rude girls. All Saints Road was described in the Standard 
as a ódesigner boutiques and restaurants haven for style conscious young professionals.ô  
 
The Rough Trade shop label Wiiija was run by Gary Walker, who had risen up through the indie mail-order 
ranks to become a óbaby Bransonô in Cynthia Roseôs Trade Secrets book. As the chairman of the Wiiija 
board, Gary Walker discovered Silverfish, Therapy, the riot grrrls Huggy Bear, Cornershop, and Bis ï the 
first unsigned band to appear on Top of the Pops with óKandy Popô.  
 
Cornershopôs 1997 Wiiija album óWhen I was Born for the 7

th
 Timeô features the instrumental track óWeôre 

In Yr Cornerô subtitled óLadbroke Groveô ï the following year they got to number 1 with óBrimful of Ashaô. 
The Rough Trade/Slam City Skates shops opened new branches in Paris and Tokyo.  
 
As Geoff Travis managed Pulp and Beth Orton from his Rough Trade office at 66 Golborne Road, Jarvis 
Cocker lived on Latimer Road and sang óYour Ladbroke Grove clothes turn me onô in óI Spyô. Beth Orton 
said she was inspired by the angels in Kensal Green cemetery.  
 
After orchestrating the New York punk revival with the Strokes (in conjunction with White Stripes on XL on 
Blenheim Crescent), Geoff Travis was behind the Libertines/Babyshamblesô London punk revival 
produced by Mick Jones of the Clash and assisted by Jeannette Lee of PIL previous. 
 


