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Absolute Beginners Bramley Road/Blenheim Crescent set in The Face/Absolute Beginners film poster 1986

60My Lord, one thing is certain, and that 6g-stidiedt t heydl
1950s.6 6The Absol ut e BbsaouteBegiener§ 1959Col i n Macl nnes

1985 Absolute Beginners was filmed by Julien Temple; financed by Virgin and Goldcrest for Palace
Pictures i run by the Virgin co-founder Nik Powell and Steve Wooley. The film was shot at Shepperton
Studios in 50s style Cinemascope, on 2 sets representing Notting Hill and Soho. Julien Temple was living
on Ladbroke Crescent and held court in the Walmer Castle pub on Chepstow Road.

In the early 80s, as Temple filmed the Teenage documentary, Tony Goul dés Maclisidenes bi og
Outsider was published, and Absolute Beginners, City of Spades and Mr Love and Justice were reissued.

After starting out filming the Clash and the Sex Pistols, Temple had directed The Gr eat IRockdndéRol
Swindle and pop videos, includingt he St ones 6 atdDavillBo wbe 665 6 0 BthaiRainkbw and i

Rooms of the old Biba buildng(hnow Vi rgi nés Babylon restaurant) on Ken:

In the early stages the cast of Absolute Beginnerswasto i ncl ude Kei th FRullcheekyds as a
chappied and t he s oundtnunaberlpendilladdn. Tempkiget Bowe m ds thHeé addt h
on advertising executive mod character oO6Vendice Partne

The soundtrack alsof eat ur es Gi |l Evans and Charlie Mingus jazz,
Tenant s o, Slim Gaillardds scat 0Selling Outdéd, Tenpol e
O6Napolid, Jerry Dammers6 e&ka NéeckvabwéRi auCi Webd] eRé g
Patsy Kensit 6sandSmieghyt lCuWda nudes 6 s MiledDavis6 ¢ 8 5&i Ri bf 6 So What 6
The film stars Eddie Od6Connell as the absol ut asitbegi nne
as his girlfriend6 Cr epe Suzettebob, Ray Davi es -Dalies@romthelPeofuldd nk s) ar

affair) as his parents. (Tim Roth was apparently in the running for the lead role.)

James Fox and Johnny Shannon ( wéros Belfoanarce) appeahaatted and o6
fashiondesigner/lpr operty devel opanrd vtihe aRanc hdnHeemn | cehydmhrang t er 6 Sal t
Shannonal so appears i n TRumpnhg@ul o LutktanddamedFoX returned to Powis

Square in Runners.) Steven Berkoff had to be the Oswald Mosley character.

After Absolute Beginners, Richard Branson concentrated on less risky distribution and the Virgin Vision
film division consolidated in cable and satellite TV at the Portobello Dock in Kensal. After Virgin left
Vernon Yard on Portobello Road, they retained an Admiral Vernon link in the Portobello Dock complex at
328 Kensal Road, at the north end of the farm lane on the Grand Union canal.



Virgin in the mid-80s was described by Mick Brown in his Branson biography as @n unusual sort of an
e mp i rseattered around Notting Hill in a random assortment of properties, in varying states of
ramshackl e iThefhead offiad wiag npvélocated in a converted Victorian property on the
litterstrewn thoroughfare of Ladbroke Grove, opposite a particularly combative Irish pub. Other outposts
included converted industrial premises beside the canal for the film division... 6

Portobell o Dock (which had a ¢ P o-hite firm)Bvasloligmdly \estrg n

from t

Wharfi f r om wher e Kensingtonds rubbish was transported al

suburban west London. The premises contained the Portobello Basin Club, a music and film business
junketvenuethat appeared idhi kEilttaodh wWiodhend.s

The Virgin accounts, administration and music publishing offices were at 101-9 Ladbroke Grove across
the road from the Elgin. The Virgin flats and offices at 61/3 Portobello Road were squatted in the 90s by
anarcho-ravers and the site is now occupied by a post-modern building.

B1& o DYMMITE S8

o\
NG
AN

A

WS

©

'_ 0 -
[ IDORTOBELLO G#
= 3l

THE DEBUT SINGLE ONLY OW (2"
BIG AUDIO DYNAMITE ARE.
Mk JONES - DONLETTS
LEO'E-ZEE KILL WILLIAMS - GREG ROBERTS- DAN DONVAN
5 PRODUCED BY MICK JONES e
AVAILABLE IN Uk ONLY

ZTT/Big Audio Dynamite on Golborne Road 1985/The Gold 95 Portobelio Road

s

As the ZTT | abel released Frankie Goes to HmEZITywoodds

Etc clothes, print and film subsidiary was launched with a Frankie book and the soundtrack album of Nic

R o e drsignificance; o0from your | ocal s eWv eBmisri nsggh S rcere t Z WIL 1E téc ,

The Basing Street studios were described by William Shaw in Zigzag ma g a z iZhTespesial in neo-
Fut ur i sBehind theyouter cruntbling skin of the old building there are steel corridors painted blue,
containing brisk, alert young people as well as highly complex masses of modern machinery for business

and communication. This is the heartandbrai n of the operation known as

Zigzagb s Mi ¢ k Metme&ZETrbos$ Raul Matley in the old Portobello Star pub at number 171, which
had been the Vernon Yard Virgin local: O06When |
is sitting in the corner. Around him young men drink and caper, dancing on tables, seeking to impress.
They kick drinks this way and that, they tickle old men under the chinandgoos e f at @&o mené

Mi ck Jones resurf aced debutrdhdBottom Ainedposog Hgh-risa mont e 6 s

ZTT.

enter t

showdown-st yl e in Wi ld West 10, on Golborne -Rbashiéadelf eont c

dub-reggae-rock-d i s c 06 o0 ut tobetcalleddReal Viestway, lfehtyred the film director/DJ Don Letts,
the former Basement 5 bassist Leo Williams, and Greg Roberts replacing Topper Headon on drums.

After taking 6T h eDaBRohovaa,tine son of thed60spphotographer Terence, who lived
with the Absolute Beginners star Patsy Kensit on Lancaster Road, became the BAD keyboard player. The
BAD officer un by 0 Tr Rosdmne waha 95dadisrdké Grove.

The second Big Audio Dynamites i ng | e & Eabda@jobhomagesto Nic Roeg, at the time of
Insignificance, featuring the Performance lines: 6 T o 0 k  a owisrSqupre, pap st& dyed his hair,
mobst ers came and folnusthed Leifmm Batn& for a whil e,

nsanit



In the mid 80s the Alex (Princess Alexandra) rock hangout at 95 Portobello Road became the first Notting
Hill pub to be gentrified 7 into the Portobello Gold American-style bar-restaurant i in the wake of some
National Front-related pool hall aggro, in which Lemmy of Motérhead sided with a non-Caucasian.

Al told the bréewgryol adbbeéet appe hthslandladMkeBelligagy, 6 recal l
Kensington News Portobello pub report. fin came the fresh flowers and fresh staff, out went the speed
deal ers, the National Front and the bikers. o

As the Earl of Lonsdale on Westbourne Grove retained a heavy pub rock afterglow from the days of

He n e k ehg Gald,continued to be an old rocker attraction and has become the 21 century rock local.
Shortly after the Alex-Gold conversion,itwas t he venue &drcedExppsiie int€rviews s 6 s
drinking session with Larry Wallis, the Deviants, Pink Fairies and Motdrhead guitarist.

This was as Mick Farren reformed the Deviants for a one-off appearance at Dingwalls. Mat Snow wrote in
his NME review,06 The Return of the UndéOfiroands®er ebamtoithegt dud
bar just has to be Lemmyé The Deviants drawda full hotu

The bikers rallied along Portobello in the Colville Hotel at number 186 i the next pub to be gentrified into

the Ground/First Floor bar/restaurant. When Lemmy was living around the corner in Colville Houses off

Tal bot Road, heds said to have written the Mot°rhead t
Inthe late 80sMot °r head and Hawkwind were on DothgGr&mi t hés GWR
Western Road/Railway). The Narrow Boat alongside the canal was another bikers6 pub, and t he
Motdrhead scene has since been represented in the area by Tank, the Girlschool roadie-barmaid.

The goth scene along Westbourne Grove (founded by the Lords of the New Church) remained undead
throughout the 80s at the Duke of Norfolk pub and the Kitkat club off Moscow Road. The post-Batcave
nomadic goth club, named after the Berlin Cabaret club, was recalled by City Limits6 R o sristie C h
6Bringing tbetBGeoroved from the West End:

60The venue wa$ibahetgdtebdgn c | eiaandethk palice tushedumati2o30 o o f e d
to shut things down. But, after the firstweek , t hi s Ki t katnwiabe boommeg éof 685,
carried out an under-c o v e r Rolicéwdrden clad a la Carnaby Street goths as seen in the Suné 6

The goth madrigal trio Miranda Sex Garden started out busking on Portobello and ended up on the Mute
label on Harrow Road by Kensal Green cemetery.

With Acklam Hall still out of action, the Electric cinema at 191 Portobello Road stood in as the local venue,
as it ceased to be a repertory cinema. The mid 80s band/film double bill phase as the Electric Screen
featured Neneh Ch/Peeping dos, WollddDaninatidp Entrprises/Dignity of Labour,
Kathy Acker/Ut, Crime and the City Solution, Chiefs of Relief, Sigue Sigue Sputnik and Wet Wet Wet.

As the Carnival expanded again in the mid 80s to 4 stages | Portobello Green, Meanwhile Gardens,
Powis Square (advertis ed as 06 Par i sNME)pudahe ¥ést Lormlon {Linferd Christie) Stadium
on Wormwood Scrubs i outbreaks of rioting at closedown continued to be a regular feature.

At the @5 Carnival there were 72 bands on the bill including Amazulu, Junior Brown, Gaspar Lawal,
Winston Reedy, Prince Lincoln and the Royal Rasses, King Sounds and the Israelites, Spartacus R, the
anarcho-punk Poison Girls and the Japanese post-punk Frank Chickens.

As the Dub Vendor record shack appeared next to the station at 155 Ladbroke Grove,Honest Jonés wa:
established as the jazz, blues, soul and reggae shop at 278 Portobello. Dub Vendor later relocated over
the road to 150 Ladbroke Grove. The original shop in Clapham at 274 Lavender Hill was founded in 1976.

At the end of the year Acklam Hall reopened on its 10" anniversary, after being closed for 2 years, as Bay
63 (it was initially still listed as Acklam Hall). In its first re-launch, the Westway community centre (on the
site of Subterania/Supperclub nightclub) had its most active period as a live music venue.

The firstgig,Ken Li vingstoneds 6GLC Race Equality UARsian presen
ni ght under t he f | panic ¥outh (theinkandon flebut),| Arivae dhncé gnd salsa, the
Frank Chickens, That Petrol Emotion, the Moodists, Microdisney, Orchestra Jazira and Rubella Ballet.
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Dub Vendor 150 Ladbroke Grove/Slam City Skates/Rough Trade

1986 Wi t h David Bowiebs OAbsolute Beginnersd siviewsl e at n
fas O6the utter tyranny of styl e o\WNWME RichardBransoh 6, as Sean
appeared at the premiere dressed as a Teddy boy.

1986 was the year of Branson, in which the Virgin boss won every award going including the best and
worst dressed man in Britain and 6jammiest bastardd fr

As Mandy Rice Davies appeared in Absolute Beginners, Sigourney Weaver played a post-modern
Christine Keeler in Half Moon Street, living in Notting Hill with a Jamaican landlord and at one point saying

Al wanna riot of my own. 0

The year Colin Maclnnes made it to the big screen, Martin Amis began his local novel trilogy with Money.
I n the afterword of t he 1 Rétihg HilldRaul Edvards odted that thedposeem L e wi s €
war shortstories 6can be read as a ki-h@886066. beverse mir

In the Clash 10" anniversary year, the new Clash threw in the towel and Joe Strummer was nicked for

driving whilst over the limit on Kensington Park Road. Mick Jonesés Big Audi o Dynamite
alliance with Run DMC&6s Def Jam | abel and toured with
Porchester Hall was promoted from the first Duffer St George clothes shop at 307 Portobello Road.

After the videoofthethi r d BAD si ngl efeafuMa Jbe Strirmmer arliPaulhSémonon as

policemen,Mi ck pr od wSdardl Ndhoyddove Killsd track and the Strum
partnership resumed on the second BAD @Htbuere M@ bwird eld
filmed by Jim Jarmusch under the Westway by the travel

On Basing Street there was another pop star gathering for the recording of a sickle cell anaemia benefit

single. Aswad, Janet Kay, Imagination, Junior, the Thompson Twins, Tom Robinson, Sinitta, Paul

Hardcastle and Paul Weller were pictured in the NME by the castle playground at the Westbourne Park

Road end, captioned: | t66s not wunusual to find a street party goir
frolickingsoutside ZTTo6s Sarm Studios wer efairth@iuswmar 6 more of a cel

Despite some local opposition, in 1986 the London Lighthouse was built at 111-7 Lancaster Road off
Ladbroke Grove. The centre for HIV and Aids sufferers, the first and largest in Europe, opened in 1988.

In Once Upon a Time there was a Place called Notting Hill Gate, the Wise brothers accused Frank
Crichlow and other community | eaders of holding back ¢
the death in police custody of a black man known as Crumpet, in favour of another demo.

Nevertheless, the Notting Dale police station was besieged and shops and banks along Portobello were
attacked. According to the Wise bistyldantepoliseriotbdraisee wasnot
by then the infiltration of yuppies into the area had disconnected the door-to-door riot bush telegraph.



Under the Westway, Bay 63 became the mid 80s indie scene mecca as it hosted gigs by the Nightingales,
Mi aow, Easter house, d&GotaFazhbi opxp i anngdt oWe, 6 r\we S@up Dragans,Us e | t
Pale Fountains, Weather Prophets, the Servants, Mighty Lemon Drops, Primitives and Bogshed.

The GLC funded Sound Advice Promotions presented benefit gigs for the Venture Community Association
youth centre on Wornington Road by the Shop Assistants, Bodines and Close Lobsters; ATV, the
Membranes and the Shrubs; the Chevalier Brothers, the Potato 5 andtheskaDJ Rocki nd Gaz Maya

The list of those who trod the Bay 63 boards also includes the Scientists, Blyth Power, Primal Scream, the
Godfathers, Zodiac Mindwarp, All About Eve, Laibach, Pop Will Eat Itself, Tallulah Gosh, Happy Mondays,
My Bloody Valentine, Thatcher on Acid, World Domination Enterprises, Bill Drummond, and the Shamen.

As well as all the above indie/alternative rock variations, there were appearances by the Courtney Pine
Quartet, the Gladiators and Dread Broadcasting Corporation Nightdoctor reggae nights.

A classic Bay 63 indie gig by the Wedding Present and Close Lobsters was described by the NME
reporter/red-skin poet Seething/St even/ Susan Wells: 6Away from the bl actk
breathing punk holes,wefindthe | i ttl e i ndiaemdf alhk sati sBahet63é&temple.d

The most memorable groups | saw there were 23 Skidoo, in their Apocalypse Now scratching phase, and
the Swedish Industrial merchants Leather Nun. The latter gig was after a pub crawl around the KPH, the
Warwick and Golden Cross, with a Grove skinhead in tow who knew all the dealers in the latter.

For the Pale Fountai ns ,Roga HoWaadcof Soends pRiri ap et & igifg vi si t
London that the tourists seldom see. But out here, in a part of the capital whose one claim to fame is that it

lies beneath an intricate selectonof f |l yover s, someone has been compil i ng
Happy Mondays played under the Westway in their pre-Ecstasy indie funk incarnation, with Blurt and

Young Gods to an audience of 50 people. The NME6 s St an Bartono6s ygetsgticr evi ew wa s
concluding with his verdict that O0these guys wonodt eve

As the first Rough Trade shop at 202 Kensington Park Road reverted to its headshop roots as Strange
Attractions, the new shop at 130 Talbot Road moved with the times from sandals to skateboards. After
Paul Sunman founded Slam City Skates behind the record shop counter in 1985, the shop diversified into
skateboards and associated merchandise to cater for the burgeoning hardcore-punk skating scene.

Slam City Skates duly joined Ignition T-shirt stall in the basement and then expanded again into the Slam
Cityy Rough Trade 2 s hoipCoaentGaréen, Nperseed &y Soniy ¥outkl in 1987.

While the Rough Trade label found Brit pop success with the Smiths, the shop returned to its US punk
roots championing Black Flag, Sonic Youth, Lydia Lunch, Husker Du, etc T leading inexorably towards
Nirvana. The Mute label moved to 429 Harrow Road in 1986 with the Sonic Youth subsidiary Blast First.

In the late 80s,inthebas e ment of 130 Tal bot Road Pet e Mauserabel | aunch
namedafter t heir postcode W11 1JA, with a histbyBastayd of #nAPeel
Kestrel, Terminal Cheesecake and Thule. Th e 0 wi iwag dasigned bbyglam City Skat es 6 Ged Wel |

The Talbot Road shop also acted as the office of The Roughler magazine. Originally the scoresheet and
fixture list programme of the Rough Trade cricket team, the Old Roughians, the satirical mag/fanzine was
founded by the local pub legend Welsh Ray Roughler-Jones.

The Roughler covered the scene at the shop, the Warwick Castle at 225 Portobello Road, and the antics
of Keith Allen, the Comic Strip actor responsible forthe6f i r st gay Rastad6 spoof recor
O0TiecKlrluned. Wel sh Ray Istrikem€amic Stripeapsp eAd resx eiin Stahyd eds mi ner

The Old Roughians cricket team consisted of Ray, Pete and Nigel from the shop, Keith and Kevin Allen,

Graham McLelland of the Go-Betweens, Phil Rambert (whowrote Ki r sty MacCol | 8s 6Thereb
Down the Chipshop Sweaulss chre 6(sEIEMivd s@9 st &ll |&mfokElmmanager )
market traders. Joe Strummer and the Clash roadie-poet Jock Scot were honorary Old Roughians.



WORLD: DOMINATION

ENTERPRISES
Asbestos Leadk Ashestos 38
Bears BabypHi 2:3%

Out of the squatted Republic of Frestoniad €ar Breakers art gallery came the Mutoid Waste Company
Steptoe and Son go Mad Max, JG Ballard-influenced machine-art happenings. Incidentally, the Mutoid
mastermind Joe Rush is the grandson of the Bedknobs and Broomsticks writer Mary Norton.

As they progressed from Freston Road to proto-acidhouse raves featuringacar-St onehenge, t he Mu
06skip ichedegtuower nement of refuse into art obonwathefeescri bed
contemporary examples of thefunside of Sitwuationism, their dream of a |

But the Situationist Wi se brbootnhde rnsa rdki estmdi stsreadd etrhse:m daTsa ké
endless repeats of deadend 60s artistic happenings, all over Notting Hill throughout 1986 and since.
Basically theyo6re simply dress rehearsals for inventi v

Mutoid sculptures ordained various local sites, most notably the bomb above Ignition T-shirt shop at 263
Portobello Road. There were Mutoid and Test Dept happenings beside the Westway at 179 Harrow Road,
the old BR maintenance depot in Paddington (which became the Monsoon fashion HQ).

The late 80s post-punk hip-hop group, World Domination Enterprises were the last of the Ladbroke Grove
underground bands to make any impact on the world i if not domination as such. In the Bohemian
tradition of Hawkwind, the 1 0 1 & Bereficts and the Clash, Keith Dobson aka Kifkif Le Batteur from Here
& Now, Steve Jameson from Rough Trade and Digger were based on Bevington Road off Golborne Road.

The WDE HQ was thus described bythe NME6 s St andoBairtlnis stild]l a ragamuff
style that would have most of his peers tearing their hair out, gasping for air. The 4-storey townhouse he

shares with fellow Domineers Steve Jameson and Digger is a junk museum belonging to a housing co-op
situated somewhere between Ladbroke Grove and Portobel

Keith/Kifkif introduced Steve Jameson and himself in a Melody Maker interview: i He used t o work s
specialist reggae records in Notting Hill, and operated a sound-system for a while called Sir Aliasé |

started atthe ageofl6as t he dr ummer fwe tourdd avith ATVE&ndNrizdwe bring together

the 2 anti-establishment forces of punk and hippydom,but it di dndét quite work. o

The first World Domination EA$ke pwadrsdasedisliogbgpitke, O6Asbest
Karbon label of Nick Jones (of Step Forward and Sisters of Mercy previous) at 19 All Saints Road. The

reggae frontline also hosted the offices of Buzz and The Fred mags.On t he OAsbestoas 6 sl eev
picture of slum children from the Notting Dale Urban Studies Centre at the Harrow Club on Freston Road.

The agitprop hip-hop rant, featuringthe lines6 we | i ve onandbef webhegddedl ucky t he
White, C3tgdeeded 6Londonds Burningbd as t haxitToyal ant he
tyranny. I n the Westminster Council |l eader6s gerrymander i

wards were re-housed in the asbestos-ridden towerblocks Chantry and Hermes Points on Harrow Road.

World Domination Enterprises played most local venues and made up some new ones; the Electric, the
Warwick Castle, the Tavistock Crescent rubbish depot along Portobello, Acklam Hall/Bay 63 and
Subterania under the Westway. They also appeared at the mid 80s IT re-launch and with the Mutoids.



1987 The second WDEs i ngl e O6Hotsy Girl 6, a Ballardian ode to th
subsidiary label Product Inc from 429 Harrow Road. Their eponymous debut album received a favourable

review from Laura Lee Davies of Time Out;as 6édeep under the fingernails of

foundt heir &égrubby, decaying Ladbroke Gs.ove squat existe
Laura Lee Davies wouldndét have | iked World Domination
citedintherNME6 portrait of the artists as consumersd as thei
Portobello coffee house, and a favoured clubwas 6 Cab at the Tab, Friday night

The Tabernacle community centre/youth club in Powis Square hosted some early pronouncements from
the Radio 1 rap DJ Tim Westwood, the local rap group the Krew, JC001, the speed-rapper cousin of Jaz
Coleman of Killing Joke, and the hip-hop graffiti project of Mark Jackson and Sandra Belgrave.

As the hippy slogans under the Westway were superseded by hip-hop tag graffiti, the Wornington Road
basketball court off Golborne Road became a New York-stylegr af f i t i ®&simg Streevahd tHea me 6 .
Meanwhile Gardens skate-park also went through hippy to hip-hop transformations.

The Public Enemy MC Flava Flav appeared in Ignition T-shirt shop at 263 Portobello Road, incorporating
the first hip-hop tape stall on the market. Ignition was subsequently incorporated into the Fantastic comic
shop at 166 1 which acted asthe hip-h op bar extension of Finchés over the

TheBe ast i eAd-Bamkywadarrested at the Portobello Hotel on Stanley Gardens, for assaulting a fan
on tour in Liverpool. Cynthia Rose wrote inNMEo f t he St upi ds, |l pswichds answer
6even in a humbl e (No bbiabgcafl Manidetdttepatentabppp greatness.6

Inthe6 So u | Br i t aMME]Hedheri Small oféM-Pedple (then of Hot House) was touted as the

Gladys Knight of North Kensington as she recalled singingé|l eavi ng on a mi dninghdta tr air
bedroom off Portobello Roadd on(Silchester Road). Stuart Cosgrove notedinhisHotHous e profil e, o]
Heat her | ives in North Kensington and the trains fade

At the time of the Operation Trident inner-city crime crackdown, according to City Limits6 st r eet | i f e anc
heavy policing in NottimgttHe |Podist iave eBaatr-hdapn d iare m 6B &

compilati on, including the Krewds Sir Drew and Rapski €

The summer of 1987 sawthep ol i ce 06 s wa mp 6 ashartiof Oparatian TralenfRwith ahother
series of raids on the Mangrove i this time Frank Crichlow was charged with possession of heroin.

To the Wise brothers, the accompanying installation of surveillance cameras and the closure of squatted

6abandoned commerci al propertyd markbwdthhe stagst aoholNc
McGregor Road, leading off the Saints, was to fetch £300,000. The very centre of Carnival revolt in the
80s had finally fallen and the |Iight had gone out on t

On the first day of the @7 Carnival a stallholder was stabbed to death. On the second day the steaming
escalated and at closedown rioting broke out in the traditional flashpoint areas; under the Westway on
Ladbroke Grove, Portobello and Acklam Road; on All Saints at the Lancaster and Westbourne Park Road
junctions; and spread out to the Lancaster West and Brunel estates.

The Wise brothers recorded street fighting on EIlgin Cr
yuppi e terr i tnheimy@escerd/Kedsingthen BPa&r k Road corner o6where St
centTheSudheadl i ne, ORiot Ydwmg rDlrasah Gihrel Caoamd val 6, was
picture of a black policeman confronting a Rast a, as ¢

e police were at
e and indeed t he
donét have any r

Lee Jasper recalls dealing with a mas band sequin crisis as the riotbegan: A T h
close down, fit up and destroy Mangrov
civil disturbance and people wouldbecoming i n and saying |
Ast he 6 Notting Hill r a pi squabes aiftLadlarakd Groveaechmed thd 10tRiliegtog ar d e n
Place murders, there was an increase in violent muggings in the vicinity of All Saints Road. The Wise

brothers analysed the 80s class war psychogeography in Once UponaTime, concl uding: &Nasty
out bursts are, remarkably there is never really a raci

I n Holl ywood W11, &ammydnaRotieoGetdl aichwithnan obligatory riot scene and
hippies abseiling from the Westway. Hanif Kureishid state of the nation address, follow up to My Beautiful



Laundrette, directed by Stephen Frears, focused on an anarcho-hi ppy travell ers6é encampm
Westbourne Park curve of the Westway.

The site is now occupied by Westbourne Studios and the Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre. Roland Gift,
the singer of the Fine Young Cannibals, starred as the subterranean London tour guide Danny.

The other side of the Westway, Withnail and | were chased out of the Tavistock Crescent pub towards the
footbridge, and they also appeared on Freston Road. Along Portobello, the Save the Electric cinema
campaign was launched by local film celebrities including Julie Christie, Nic Roeg and Stephen Frears.
Mar t i n Ghrdids ésHartstorg was set around All Saints Road.

1988 On the 25™ anniversary of the Profumo affair came Scandal, the Steven Wooley Palace/Miramax/
British Screen production directed by Michael Caton-Jones i with Johnny Shannon from Performance
playing Rachman again and Roland Gift as Johnny Edgecombe.

30 years on f rlwachddh Blinders@&nereing shst from the roof of the Bramley Arms, as
the old Latimer Road brewery was being redeveloped into the Chrysalis Buildingi Geor ge Col e as 06A
Dal ey & r a rStemioe aind 8dn sctajpyard opposite as a van was blown up.

Marcob s  Yala agpeared in Quadrophenia, Sweeney and The Bill motoring crime scenes. Interior
Sweeney and Minder scenes were filmed in the Bramley Arms and/or the Trafalgar/Flag/Apocalypse
Hotel, the Mortimer Square café and Westway Studios on Freston Road. | once directed Yazz, of 6 T h e
OnlyWayls Up 6, tdthke stedios which also hosted The White Room music TV show.

As the Peace Convoy anarcho-hippy travellers stopped off on Evesham Street in the Frestonia area,
maintaining the historic Latymer Road gypsy-traveller tradition, Freston Road hosted Blyth Power, the
Sound of the Great Western Railway anarcho-folk-punk group (formerly the Mob), and the Vague office.

In American Roulette Andy Garcia appears on the platform at Latimer Road station, at St Francis of Assisi
church on Pottery Lane,and Jul i edbs bar at Clarendon Cross.
Atthetime ofthe 5 8 8 -lac i sile O s u mmesrs eodf olno vLea dpborenakted inGlanif v e , re
Kur e iloddond&ds Me (follow up to Sammy and Rosie Get Laid), Norman Jay of the Good Times
Carnival sound-system was DJing at house parties around the area. The Planet Alice shop at 284

Portobello Road made a psychedelic revival/acid-house pop psychogeography link.

After the 687 Carnival riot, All Saints Road was subj e
Elisabeth Grice reported in the Timest hat t he str eeth@ad dreieme ouredb gientelsd o

bulkhead lights, electronic shutters and laminat ed gl ass replacing the &6dingy re
6symbolic of the streetds fortress mentality. & The derg
AWe would not <c¢l ai m tencdc acvrei ree aldu tc awee dh adlwveugrseut r al i sed

There were more calls in tHe88prfeondd otwd n@Stao s ttehaemi Gagr mii v
Bush after a pre-Carnival reggae festival on Wormwood Scrubs. AsAl e x Pascal laibcamettoer m as ¢
an end, Victor Crichlow resigned as treasurer and Frank Crichlow was charged with supplying heroin.



