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Absolute Beginners Bramley Road/Blenheim Crescent set in The Face/Absolute Beginners film poster 1986 

 
óMy Lord, one thing is certain, and thatôs that theyôll make musicals one day about the glamour-studded 
1950s.ô óThe Absolute Beginnerô, Colin MacInnes Absolute Beginners 1959  
 
1985 Absolute Beginners was filmed by Julien Temple; financed by Virgin and Goldcrest for Palace 
Pictures ï run by the Virgin co-founder Nik Powell and Steve Wooley. The film was shot at Shepperton 
Studios in 50s style Cinemascope, on 2 sets representing Notting Hill and Soho. Julien Temple was living 
on Ladbroke Crescent and held court in the Walmer Castle pub on Chepstow Road. 
 
In the early 80s, as Temple filmed the Teenage documentary, Tony Gouldôs MacInnes biography Inside 
Outsider was published, and Absolute Beginners, City of Spades and Mr Love and Justice were reissued.  
 
After starting out filming the Clash and the Sex Pistols, Temple had directed The Great RockônôRoll 
Swindle and pop videos, including the Stonesô óUndercoverô and David Bowieôs óBlue Jeanô in the Rainbow 
Rooms of the old Biba building (now Virginôs Babylon restaurant) on Kensington High Street.  
 
In the early stages the cast of Absolute Beginners was to include Keith Richards as a ómusic-hall cheeky 
chappieô and the soundtrack had a Mick and Keith number pencilled in. Temple got Bowie in as the add-
on advertising executive mod character óVendice Partnersô and to sing the eponymous title track.  
 
The soundtrack also features Gil Evans and Charlie Mingus jazz, Laurel Aitkenôs ska óLandlords and 
Tenantsô, Slim Gaillardôs scat óSelling Outô, Tenpole Tudorôs rockabilly óTed Ainôt Deadô, Clive Langerôs 
óNapoliô, Jerry Dammersô ska revival óRiot Cityô, Ray Davies, Nick Lowe, Paul Wellerôs Style Council, Sade, 
Patsy Kensitôs Eighth Wonder and Smiley Cultureôs electro mix of Miles Davisôs 1958 hit óSo Whatô.  
 
The film stars Eddie OôConnell as the absolute beginner (óColinô in the film), the local actress Patsy Kensit 
as his girlfriend óCrepe Suzetteô, Ray Davies (from the Kinks) and Mandy Rice-Davies (from the Profumo 
affair) as his parents. (Tim Roth was apparently in the running for the lead role.) 
 
James Fox and Johnny Shannon (who played óChasô and óHarry Flowersô in Performance) appear as the 
fashion designer/property developer villain óHenleyô, and the Rachman character óSaltzmanô. (Johnny 
Shannon also appears in Templeôs Stonesô film Running Out of Luck and James Fox returned to Powis 
Square in Runners.) Steven Berkoff had to be the Oswald Mosley character.  
 
After Absolute Beginners, Richard Branson concentrated on less risky distribution and the Virgin Vision 
film division consolidated in cable and satellite TV at the Portobello Dock in Kensal. After Virgin left 
Vernon Yard on Portobello Road, they retained an Admiral Vernon link in the Portobello Dock complex at 
328 Kensal Road, at the north end of the farm lane on the Grand Union canal.  



Virgin in the mid-80s was described by Mick Brown in his Branson biography as óan unusual sort of an 
empireé scattered around Notting Hill in a random assortment of properties, in varying states of 
ramshackle informalityé The head office was now located in a converted Victorian property on the 
litterstrewn thoroughfare of Ladbroke Grove, opposite a particularly combative Irish pub. Other outposts 
included converted industrial premises beside the canal for the film division...ô  
 
Portobello Dock (which had a óPorto Bellaô sign from the previous barge-hire firm) was originally Vestry 
Wharf ï from where Kensingtonôs rubbish was transported along the canal to be burnt in the brick kilns of 
suburban west London. The premises contained the Portobello Basin Club, a music and film business 
junket venue that appeared in Elton Johnôs óNikitaô video.  
 
The Virgin accounts, administration and music publishing offices were at 101-9 Ladbroke Grove across 
the road from the Elgin. The Virgin flats and offices at 61/3 Portobello Road were squatted in the 90s by 
anarcho-ravers and the site is now occupied by a post-modern building.  
 

 
ZTT/Big Audio Dynamite on Golborne Road 1985/The Gold 95 Portobello Road 

 
As the ZTT label released Frankie Goes to Hollywoodôs óWelcome to the Pleasuredomeô single, the ZTT 
Etc clothes, print and film subsidiary was launched with a Frankie book and the soundtrack album of Nic 
Roegôs Insignificance; ófrom your local souvenir shop or ZTT Etc, 8-10 Basing Street W11.ô  
 
The Basing Street studios were described by William Shaw in Zigzag magazineôs ZTT special in neo-
Futurist style: óBehind the outer crumbling skin of the old building there are steel corridors painted blue, 
containing brisk, alert young people as well as highly complex masses of modern machinery for business 
and communication. This is the heart and brain of the operation known as ZTT.ô  
 
Zigzagôs Mick Mercer found the ZTT boss Paul Morley in the old Portobello Star pub at number 171, which 
had been the Vernon Yard Virgin local: óWhen I enter the cosy Portobello Road public house Paul Morley 
is sitting in the corner. Around him young men drink and caper, dancing on tables, seeking to impress. 
They kick drinks this way and that, they tickle old men under the chin and goose fat womenéô  
 
Mick Jones resurfaced for Big Audio Dynamiteôs debut óThe Bottom Lineô posing high-rise noon 
showdown-style in Wild West 10, on Golborne Road in front of Trellick Tower. Mickôs post-Clash óelectro-
dub-reggae-rock-discoô outfit, originally to be called Real Westway, featured the film director/DJ Don Letts, 
the former Basement 5 bassist Leo Williams, and Greg Roberts replacing Topper Headon on drums.  
 
After taking óThe Bottom Lineô photo, Dan Donovan, the son of the 60s photographer Terence, who lived 
with the Absolute Beginners star Patsy Kensit on Lancaster Road, became the BAD keyboard player. The 
BAD office run by óTrish the dishô Ronane was at 95 Ladbroke Grove.  
 
The second Big Audio Dynamite single óE=MCĮô was a beatbox homage to Nic Roeg, at the time of 
Insignificance, featuring the Performance lines: óTook a trip in Powis Square, pop star dyed his hair, 
mobsters came and flushed him outé on the Left Bank for a while, insanity Bohemian style.ô  
 



In the mid 80s the Alex (Princess Alexandra) rock hangout at 95 Portobello Road became the first Notting 
Hill pub to be gentrified ï into the Portobello Gold American-style bar-restaurant ï in the wake of some 
National Front-related pool hall aggro, in which Lemmy of Motörhead sided with a non-Caucasian. 
 
ñI told the brewery Iôd be appealing to a better class of druggy,ò recalled the landlord Mike Bell in a 
Kensington News Portobello pub report. ñIn came the fresh flowers and fresh staff, out went the speed 
dealers, the National Front and the bikers.ô  
 
As the Earl of Lonsdale on Westbourne Grove retained a heavy pub rock afterglow from the days of 
Henekeyôs, the Gold continued to be an old rocker attraction and has become the 21

st
 century rock local. 

Shortly after the Alex-Gold conversion, it was the venue of Nigel Crossôs Forced Exposure interview/ 
drinking session with Larry Wallis, the Deviants, Pink Fairies and Motörhead guitarist.  
 
This was as Mick Farren reformed the Deviants for a one-off appearance at Dingwalls. Mat Snow wrote in 
his NME review, óThe Return of the Underground Press Gangô: óOf course the first dude you run into at the 
bar just has to be Lemmyé The Deviants draw a full house of threadbare Moorcock characterséô 
 
The bikers rallied along Portobello in the Colville Hotel at number 186 ï the next pub to be gentrified into 
the Ground/First Floor bar/restaurant. When Lemmy was living around the corner in Colville Houses off 
Talbot Road, heôs said to have written the Motºrhead track óMetropolisô after seeing the film at the Electric.  
 
In the late 80s Motºrhead and Hawkwind were on Doug Smithôs GWR label (named after the Great 
Western Road/Railway). The Narrow Boat alongside the canal was another bikersô pub, and the 
Motörhead scene has since been represented in the area by Tank, the Girlschool roadie-barmaid.  
 
The goth scene along Westbourne Grove (founded by the Lords of the New Church) remained undead 
throughout the 80s at the Duke of Norfolk pub and the Kitkat club off Moscow Road. The post-Batcave 
nomadic goth club, named after the Berlin Cabaret club, was recalled by City Limitsô Rose Christie 
óBringing the Grope to the Groveô from the West End:  
 
óThe venue was barely ready ï it hadnôt been cleaned or soundproofed ï and the police turned up at 2.30 
to shut things down. But, after the first week, this Kitkat was boomingé in the summer of ô85, the police 
carried out an under-cover raidé Policewomen clad a la Carnaby Street goths as seen in the Sunéô  
 
The goth madrigal trio Miranda Sex Garden started out busking on Portobello and ended up on the Mute 
label on Harrow Road by Kensal Green cemetery. 
 
With Acklam Hall still out of action, the Electric cinema at 191 Portobello Road stood in as the local venue, 
as it ceased to be a repertory cinema. The mid 80s band/film double bill phase as the Electric Screen 
featured Neneh Cherryôs Float Up CP/Peeping Tom, World Domination Enterprises/Dignity of Labour, 
Kathy Acker/Ut, Crime and the City Solution, Chiefs of Relief, Sigue Sigue Sputnik and Wet Wet Wet.  
 
As the Carnival expanded again in the mid 80s to 4 stages ï Portobello Green, Meanwhile Gardens, 
Powis Square (advertised as óParis Squareô in the NME) and the West London (Linford Christie) Stadium 
on Wormwood Scrubs ï outbreaks of rioting at closedown continued to be a regular feature.  
 
At the ô85 Carnival there were 72 bands on the bill including Amazulu, Junior Brown, Gaspar Lawal, 
Winston Reedy, Prince Lincoln and the Royal Rasses, King Sounds and the Israelites, Spartacus R, the 
anarcho-punk Poison Girls and the Japanese post-punk Frank Chickens.  
 
As the Dub Vendor record shack appeared next to the station at 155 Ladbroke Grove, Honest Jonôs was 
established as the jazz, blues, soul and reggae shop at 278 Portobello. Dub Vendor later relocated over 
the road to 150 Ladbroke Grove. The original shop in Clapham at 274 Lavender Hill was founded in 1976.  
 
At the end of the year Acklam Hall reopened on its 10

th
 anniversary, after being closed for 2 years, as Bay 

63 (it was initially still listed as Acklam Hall). In its first re-launch, the Westway community centre (on the 
site of Subterania/Supperclub nightclub) had its most active period as a live music venue.  
 
The first gig, Ken Livingstoneôs óGLC Race Equality Unit presents the Black Music Roadshow Afro-Asian 
night under the flyoverô, was followed by Sonic Youth (their London debut), African dance and salsa, the 
Frank Chickens, That Petrol Emotion, the Moodists, Microdisney, Orchestra Jazira and Rubella Ballet.  
 



 
Dub Vendor 150 Ladbroke Grove/Slam City Skates/Rough Trade 
 
1986 With David Bowieôs óAbsolute Beginnersô single at number 1, the film opened to mostly bad reviews 
ï as óthe utter tyranny of style over contentô, as Sean OôHagan put it in the NME. Richard Branson 
appeared at the premiere dressed as a Teddy boy.  
 
1986 was the year of Branson, in which the Virgin boss won every award going including the best and 
worst dressed man in Britain and ójammiest bastardô from Robertsonôs Jam.  
 
As Mandy Rice Davies appeared in Absolute Beginners, Sigourney Weaver played a post-modern 
Christine Keeler in Half Moon Street, living in Notting Hill with a Jamaican landlord and at one point saying 
ñI wanna riot of my own.ò  
 
The year Colin MacInnes made it to the big screen, Martin Amis began his local novel trilogy with Money. 
In the afterword of the 1986 edition of Wyndham Lewisôs Rotting Hill, Paul Edwards noted that the post-
war shortstories ócan be read as a kind of reverse mirror image of Britain in the mid-1980s.ô  
 
In the Clash 10

th
 anniversary year, the new Clash threw in the towel and Joe Strummer was nicked for 

driving whilst over the limit on Kensington Park Road. Mick Jonesôs Big Audio Dynamite formed an 
alliance with Run DMCôs Def Jam label and toured with the Beastie Boys. The BAD óspy partyô gig at 
Porchester Hall was promoted from the first Duffer St George clothes shop at 307 Portobello Road.  
 
After the video of the third BAD single óMedicine Showô featured Joe Strummer and Paul Simonon as 
policemen, Mick produced Joeôs Sid and Nancy óLove Killsô track and the Strummer/Jones songwriting 
partnership resumed on the second BAD album óNumber 10 Upping Streetô. The óSightsee MCô video was 
filmed by Jim Jarmusch under the Westway by the travellersô site.  
 
On Basing Street there was another pop star gathering for the recording of a sickle cell anaemia benefit 
single. Aswad, Janet Kay, Imagination, Junior, the Thompson Twins, Tom Robinson, Sinitta, Paul 
Hardcastle and Paul Weller were pictured in the NME by the castle playground at the Westbourne Park 
Road end, captioned: óItôs not unusual to find a street party going on in west London, although weekend 
frolickings outside ZTTôs Sarm Studios were rather more of a celebrity affair than usual.ô  
 
Despite some local opposition, in 1986 the London Lighthouse was built at 111-7 Lancaster Road off 
Ladbroke Grove. The centre for HIV and Aids sufferers, the first and largest in Europe, opened in 1988. 
 
In Once Upon a Time there was a Place called Notting Hill Gate, the Wise brothers accused Frank 
Crichlow and other community leaders of holding back óa midnight explosion of spontaneous angerô, after 
the death in police custody of a black man known as Crumpet, in favour of another demo.  
 
Nevertheless, the Notting Dale police station was besieged and shops and banks along Portobello were 
attacked. According to the Wise brothers, there wasnôt a Broadwater Farm-style anti-police riot because 
by then the infiltration of yuppies into the area had disconnected the door-to-door riot bush telegraph.  
 



Under the Westway, Bay 63 became the mid 80s indie scene mecca as it hosted gigs by the Nightingales, 
Miaow, Easterhouse, Ted Chippington, Weôve Got a Fuzzbox and Weôre Gonna Use It, Soup Dragons, 
Pale Fountains, Weather Prophets, the Servants, Mighty Lemon Drops, Primitives and Bogshed.  
 
The GLC funded Sound Advice Promotions presented benefit gigs for the Venture Community Association 
youth centre on Wornington Road by the Shop Assistants, Bodines and Close Lobsters; ATV, the 
Membranes and the Shrubs; the Chevalier Brothers, the Potato 5 and the ska DJ Rockinô Gaz Mayall.  
 
The list of those who trod the Bay 63 boards also includes the Scientists, Blyth Power, Primal Scream, the 
Godfathers, Zodiac Mindwarp, All About Eve, Laibach, Pop Will Eat Itself, Tallulah Gosh, Happy Mondays, 
My Bloody Valentine, Thatcher on Acid, World Domination Enterprises, Bill Drummond, and the Shamen. 
 
As well as all the above indie/alternative rock variations, there were appearances by the Courtney Pine 
Quartet, the Gladiators and Dread Broadcasting Corporation Nightdoctor reggae nights.  
 
A classic Bay 63 indie gig by the Wedding Present and Close Lobsters was described by the NME 
reporter/red-skin poet Seething/Steven/Susan Wells: óAway from the black leather hell of the capitalôs still 
breathing punk holes, we find the little indie folk at Bay 63é and this is their temple.ô  
 
The most memorable groups I saw there were 23 Skidoo, in their Apocalypse Now scratching phase, and 
the Swedish Industrial merchants Leather Nun. The latter gig was after a pub crawl around the KPH, the 
Warwick and Golden Cross, with a Grove skinhead in tow who knew all the dealers in the latter. 
 
For the Pale Fountains and Weather Prophetsô gig, Roger Holland of Sounds paid óa brief visit to a side of 
London that the tourists seldom see. But out here, in a part of the capital whose one claim to fame is that it 
lies beneath an intricate selection of flyovers, someone has been compiling some rather enticing bills.ô  
 
Happy Mondays played under the Westway in their pre-Ecstasy indie funk incarnation, with Blurt and 
Young Gods to an audience of 50 people. The NMEôs Stan Bartonôs gig review wasnôt very ecstatic; 
concluding with his verdict that óthese guys wonôt even get near the charts.ô  
 
As the first Rough Trade shop at 202 Kensington Park Road reverted to its headshop roots as Strange 
Attractions, the new shop at 130 Talbot Road moved with the times from sandals to skateboards. After 
Paul Sunman founded Slam City Skates behind the record shop counter in 1985, the shop diversified into 
skateboards and associated merchandise to cater for the burgeoning hardcore-punk skating scene.  
 
Slam City Skates duly joined Ignition T-shirt stall in the basement and then expanded again into the Slam 
City/Rough Trade 2 shop at 16 Nealôs Yard in Covent Garden, opened by Sonic Youth in 1987.  
 
While the Rough Trade label found Brit pop success with the Smiths, the shop returned to its US punk 
roots championing Black Flag, Sonic Youth, Lydia Lunch, Husker Du, etc ï leading inexorably towards 
Nirvana. The Mute label moved to 429 Harrow Road in 1986 with the Sonic Youth subsidiary Blast First.  
 
In the late 80s, in the basement of 130 Talbot Road Pete Donne launched Wiiija, the shopôs in-house label 
named after their postcode W11 1JA, with a string of ñPeel fave DIY throwbackò indie hits by Bastard 
Kestrel, Terminal Cheesecake and Thule. The ówiiijaô logo was designed by Slam City Skatesô Ged Wells. 
 
The Talbot Road shop also acted as the office of The Roughler magazine. Originally the scoresheet and 
fixture list programme of the Rough Trade cricket team, the Old Roughians, the satirical mag/fanzine was 
founded by the local pub legend Welsh Ray Roughler-Jones.  
 
The Roughler covered the scene at the shop, the Warwick Castle at 225 Portobello Road, and the antics 
of Keith Allen, the Comic Strip actor responsible for the ófirst gay Rastaô spoof record, Boots Sex Dreadôs 
óTickle Tuneô. Welsh Ray himself appears in the Strike Comic Strip as Alexei Sayleôs miner mate.  
 
The Old Roughians cricket team consisted of Ray, Pete and Nigel from the shop, Keith and Kevin Allen, 
Graham McLelland of the Go-Betweens, Phil Rambert (who wrote Kirsty MacCollôs óThereôs a Guy Works 
Down the Chipshop Swears heôs Elvisô), Glen Coulson (Elvis Costelloôs manager), and some Portobello 
market traders. Joe Strummer and the Clash roadie-poet Jock Scot were honorary Old Roughians.  
 



 
 

Out of the squatted Republic of Frestoniaôs Car Breakers art gallery came the Mutoid Waste Company 
Steptoe and Son go Mad Max, JG Ballard-influenced machine-art happenings. Incidentally, the Mutoid 
mastermind Joe Rush is the grandson of the Bedknobs and Broomsticks writer Mary Norton.  
 
As they progressed from Freston Road to proto-acidhouse raves featuring a car-Stonehenge, the Mutoidsô 
óskip culture ï the detournement of refuse into artô was described by Simon Reynolds as óone of the few 
contemporary examples of the fun side of Situationism, their dream of a life of perpetual play.ô  
 
But the Situationist Wise brothers dismissed them as óart junk-bond marketô traders: óTake the seemingly 
endless repeats of deadend 60s artistic happenings, all over Notting Hill throughout 1986 and since. 
Basically theyôre simply dress rehearsals for inventive ads promoting products.ô  
 
Mutoid sculptures ordained various local sites, most notably the bomb above Ignition T-shirt shop at 263 
Portobello Road. There were Mutoid and Test Dept happenings beside the Westway at 179 Harrow Road, 
the old BR maintenance depot in Paddington (which became the Monsoon fashion HQ). 
 
The late 80s post-punk hip-hop group, World Domination Enterprises were the last of the Ladbroke Grove 
underground bands to make any impact on the world ï if not domination as such. In the Bohemian 
tradition of Hawkwind, the 101ôers, Derelicts and the Clash, Keith Dobson aka Kifkif Le Batteur from Here 
& Now, Steve Jameson from Rough Trade and Digger were based on Bevington Road off Golborne Road.  
 
The WDE HQ was thus described by the NMEôs Stan Barton: óKeith is still a ragamuffin at 29. He lives in a 
style that would have most of his peers tearing their hair out, gasping for air. The 4-storey townhouse he 
shares with fellow Domineers Steve Jameson and Digger is a junk museum belonging to a housing co-op 
situated somewhere between Ladbroke Grove and Portobello market.ô  
 
Keith/Kifkif introduced Steve Jameson and himself in a Melody Maker interview: ñHe used to work selling 
specialist reggae records in Notting Hill, and operated a sound-system for a while called Sir Aliasé I 
started at the age of 16 as the drummer for Here & Nowé we toured with ATV and tried to bring together 
the 2 anti-establishment forces of punk and hippydom, but it didnôt quite work.ò 
 
The first World Domination Enterprises single, óAsbestos Lead Asbestosô was released in 1985 on the 
Karbon label of Nick Jones (of Step Forward and Sisters of Mercy previous) at 19 All Saints Road. The 
reggae frontline also hosted the offices of Buzz and The Fred mags. On the óAsbestosô sleeve thereôs a 
picture of slum children from the Notting Dale Urban Studies Centre at the Harrow Club on Freston Road.  
 
The agitprop hip-hop rant, featuring the lines ówe live on the westsideô and óif theyôre lucky theyôll get put in 
White Cityô, succeeded óLondonôs Burningô as the local anthem at the time of Shirley Porterôs toxic Tory 
tyranny. In the Westminster Council leaderôs gerrymandering scandal, probable Labour voters in marginal 
wards were re-housed in the asbestos-ridden towerblocks Chantry and Hermes Points on Harrow Road.  
 
World Domination Enterprises played most local venues and made up some new ones; the Electric, the 
Warwick Castle, the Tavistock Crescent rubbish depot along Portobello, Acklam Hall/Bay 63 and 
Subterania under the Westway. They also appeared at the mid 80s IT re-launch and with the Mutoids.  
 



1987 The second WDE single óHotsy Girlô, a Ballardian ode to their car, was released on the Mute 
subsidiary label Product Inc from 429 Harrow Road. Their eponymous debut album received a favourable 
review from Laura Lee Davies of Time Out; as ódeep under the fingernails of grebo trash rockô; but she 
found their ógrubby, decaying Ladbroke Grove squat existenceô gave her nightmares.  
 
Laura Lee Davies wouldnôt have liked World Domination Enterprisesô local, the Warwick; unanimously 
cited in their NME óportrait of the artists as consumersô as their favourite pub. Their favourite caf® was the 
Portobello coffee house, and a favoured club was óCab at the Tab, Friday night at the Tabernacle.ô  
 
The Tabernacle community centre/youth club in Powis Square hosted some early pronouncements from 
the Radio 1 rap DJ Tim Westwood, the local rap group the Krew, JC001, the speed-rapper cousin of Jaz 
Coleman of Killing Joke, and the hip-hop graffiti project of Mark Jackson and Sandra Belgrave. 
 
As the hippy slogans under the Westway were superseded by hip-hop tag graffiti, the Wornington Road 
basketball court off Golborne Road became a New York-style graffiti óhall of fameô. Basing Street and the 
Meanwhile Gardens skate-park also went through hippy to hip-hop transformations.  
 
The Public Enemy MC Flava Flav appeared in Ignition T-shirt shop at 263 Portobello Road, incorporating 
the first hip-hop tape stall on the market. Ignition was subsequently incorporated into the Fantastic comic 
shop at 166 ï which acted as the hip-hop bar extension of Finchôs over the road.  
 
The Beastie Boysô Ad-Rock was arrested at the Portobello Hotel on Stanley Gardens, for assaulting a fan 
on tour in Liverpool. Cynthia Rose wrote in NME of the Stupids, Ipswichôs answer to the Beastie Boys, 
óeven in a humble Notting Hill teashop (probably Mikeôs caff) I can detect potential pop greatness.ô  
 
In the óSoul Britanniaô issue of NME, Heather Small of M-People (then of Hot House) was touted as the 
Gladys Knight of North Kensington as she recalled singing óleaving on a midnight train to Georgiaô in óa 
bedroom off Portobello Roadô (on Silchester Road). Stuart Cosgrove noted in his Hot House profile, óbut 
Heather lives in North Kensington and the trains fade out at Paddingtonéô 
 
At the time of the Operation Trident inner-city crime crackdown, according to City Limits óstreetlife and 
heavy policing in Notting Hill is a recurring themeô on the Positive Beat óKnown 2 Be Downô hip-hop 
compilation, including the Krewôs Sir Drew and Rapskiôs óNotting Hillô track.  
 
The summer of 1987 saw the police óswampô All Saints Road as part of Operation Trident, with another 
series of raids on the Mangrove ï this time Frank Crichlow was charged with possession of heroin.  
 
To the Wise brothers, the accompanying installation of surveillance cameras and the closure of squatted 
óabandoned commercial propertyô marked the start of Notting Hill gentrification: óWithin days a house in 
McGregor Road, leading off the Saints, was to fetch £300,000. The very centre of Carnival revolt in the 
80s had finally fallen and the light had gone out on the last remaining shambles of an urban trouble spot.ô  
 
On the first day of the ô87 Carnival a stallholder was stabbed to death. On the second day the steaming 
escalated and at closedown rioting broke out in the traditional flashpoint areas; under the Westway on 
Ladbroke Grove, Portobello and Acklam Road; on All Saints at the Lancaster and Westbourne Park Road 
junctions; and spread out to the Lancaster West and Brunel estates.  
 
The Wise brothers recorded street fighting on Elgin Crescent, óin the very heart of freshly conquered 
yuppie territoryô, and the Blenheim Crescent/Kensington Park Road corner ówhere Sting has his business 
centre.ô The Sun headline, óRiot Yobs Slash Girl Cops ï Horror at the Carnivalô, was accompanied by a 
picture of a black policeman confronting a Rasta, as óhelicopters with searchlights hovered overhead.ô  
 
Lee Jasper recalls dealing with a mas band sequin crisis as the riot began: ñThe police were attempting to 
close down, fit up and destroy Mangrove and indeed the whole of Carnival. Weôre on the verge of a major 
civil disturbance and people would be coming in and saying I donôt have any red sequins.ò  
 
As the óNotting Hill rapistô attacks around the garden squares off Ladbroke Grove echoed the 10 Rillington 
Place murders, there was an increase in violent muggings in the vicinity of All Saints Road. The Wise 
brothers analysed the 80s class war psychogeography in Once Upon a Time, concluding: óNasty as these 
outbursts are, remarkably there is never really a racist side to them in Notting Hill.ô 
 
In Hollywood W11, ówhile London burnsô Sammy and Rosie Get Laid with an obligatory riot scene and 
hippies abseiling from the Westway. Hanif Kureishiôs state of the nation address, follow up to My Beautiful 



Laundrette, directed by Stephen Frears, focused on an anarcho-hippy travellersô encampment by the 
Westbourne Park curve of the Westway.  
 
The site is now occupied by Westbourne Studios and the Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre. Roland Gift, 
the singer of the Fine Young Cannibals, starred as the subterranean London tour guide Danny.  
 
The other side of the Westway, Withnail and I were chased out of the Tavistock Crescent pub towards the 
footbridge, and they also appeared on Freston Road. Along Portobello, the Save the Electric cinema 
campaign was launched by local film celebrities including Julie Christie, Nic Roeg and Stephen Frears. 
Martin Amisôs Godôs Dice shortstory was set around All Saints Road. 
 

 
 
1988 On the 25

th
 anniversary of the Profumo affair came Scandal, the Steven Wooley Palace/Miramax/ 

British Screen production directed by Michael Caton-Jones ï with Johnny Shannon from Performance 
playing Rachman again and Roland Gift as Johnny Edgecombe.  
 
30 years on from the ô58 riots, I watched a Minder scene being shot from the roof of the Bramley Arms, as 
the old Latimer Road brewery was being redeveloped into the Chrysalis Building ï George Cole as óArthur 
Daleyô ran out of the Steptoe and Son scrapyard opposite as a van was blown up.  
 
Marcoôs Yard also appeared in Quadrophenia, Sweeney and The Bill motoring crime scenes. Interior 
Sweeney and Minder scenes were filmed in the Bramley Arms and/or the Trafalgar/Flag/Apocalypse 
Hotel, the Mortimer Square café and Westway Studios on Freston Road. I once directed Yazz, of óThe 
Only Way Is Upô fame, to the studios which also hosted The White Room music TV show.  
 
As the Peace Convoy anarcho-hippy travellers stopped off on Evesham Street in the Frestonia area, 
maintaining the historic Latymer Road gypsy-traveller tradition, Freston Road hosted Blyth Power, the 
Sound of the Great Western Railway anarcho-folk-punk group (formerly the Mob), and the Vague office.  
 
In American Roulette Andy Garcia appears on the platform at Latimer Road station, at St Francis of Assisi 
church on Pottery Lane, and Julieôs bar at Clarendon Cross. 
At the time of the ô88 acid-house ósummer of love posseô on Ladbroke Grove, re-enacted in Hanif 
Kureishiôs London Kills Me (follow up to Sammy and Rosie Get Laid), Norman Jay of the Good Times 
Carnival sound-system was DJing at house parties around the area. The Planet Alice shop at 284 
Portobello Road made a psychedelic revival/acid-house pop psychogeography link.  
 
After the ô87 Carnival riot, All Saints Road was subject to a Ã1 million ódesigner policingô makeover. 
Elisabeth Grice reported in the Times that the streetôs crime problems had been ódesigned outô with 
bulkhead lights, electronic shutters and laminated glass replacing the ódingy recessesô and grilles 
ósymbolic of the streetôs fortress mentality.ô The deputy assistant Met commissioner Paul Condon said, 
ñWe would not claim to have eradicated drugs and crime but we have neutralised a very dangerous area.ò 
 
There were more calls in the press to óStop the Carnivalô in 1988 following a steaming riot in Shepherdôs 
Bush after a pre-Carnival reggae festival on Wormwood Scrubs. As Alex Pascallôs term as chair came to 
an end, Victor Crichlow resigned as treasurer and Frank Crichlow was charged with supplying heroin.  


