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Btep forvard on Saturday

Rough Trade/Mlghty Observer/Moa Ambassa Tabernacle Mike Braybrook ‘

1980 When Rolling Stone magazine sent Greil Marcus to Notting Hill to report on Rough Trade, he found:
0l t oés pfasls, ointade, itds wild, itdéds intelligent! I1tbés th

Beyond the 202 Kensington Park Road shopfront hangout of punks, skins and Rastas, Marcus came upon
0a r i-stareytbuilding with a few offices, all in a mild hubbub of typing, mailing, and phone-
answemihng,hd he noted éresembles nothing as much as a 6

Rough Tradebegan t he 80s, in coll abor at i otheSitsadntithelPopc k O6 Del |
Gr o urnadical post-punk/reggaes i ngl e, 6l n The Beginning There Was Rh)
the Slitsd official bootl eg and tWee TRdpr@n eupMas s6 Mamr dk

By then the label and distribution department had moved out of the shop on Kensington Park Road,

across Ladbroke Grove to an office and warehouse complex at 137 Blenheim Crescent. Rough Trade also

distributed the Miles Copeland Iabels one-off labels, Small Wonder (mainly Crass), Factory (mainly Joy

Division/New Order), Two-t one 6 s |ABpeGamgstanddoL&E®ri e Andersonédés 60 S

Daniel Miller emerged from his DIY tape incarnation of the Normal as the boss of the Mute label, after his
JG Ballard tri butwasa&hVéorGracellenasoh Islang. tnthe &8s Mute found electro-
pop fame and fortune with Depeche Mode and Erasure, whilst retaining their avant-garde credibility with

Fad Gadget, Nick Cave, Mark Stewart, etc, at 49-53 Kensington Gardens Square and 429 Harrow Road.

Kris Needs, the editor of Zigzag when the magazined sffice was at 118 Talbot Road, wrote of 6 b a n d s

doing the rounds of record companies and papers hoping for a glimmer of encouragement. The out-of-

towners are easy to spot. By the time they get to Zigzag, usually following raids on Virgin and Rough

Trade up the road, mouths have dropped, coats are clamped even tighter round wind-beaten, tired limbs

and theydre thinking of a pint at half 5 before bunkir

Zigzagbs Mi ck Mercer was ®enGibeetdabwrenoahadbrowenty 14 ye
residence and as one begintosing,6 1 t 6s | ost its flavour, weol/| have anc

Virgin came out of the 70s on a par with Island, but the drop in record sales in the 1980 recession is said
to have nearly sent the company under. In his Losing My Virginity autobiography, Richard Branson
described being caught by the recession é6with all the

After throwing uncommercial cargo overboard, the pop Admiral Vernon began scuttling his Portobello
flagship, selling his house on Denbigh Terrace and the Vernon Yard flats. Branson lived aboard his
houseboat on the Grand Union canal in Little Venice until his Holland Park house was acquired in 1984.



n 6 Pditobelleasdy | i t t |
6s Public I mage L
obble I n Betrayal

Dave McCulloughof Soundsdescri bed visiting Virgi
the introduction to a feature on Jah Wobble, the bass playerof John Ly d on
was at the time of his first solo venture, 6 Th eendlevg s On: Jah W
of which he appears along Portobello in the fruit and veg market at AlbaPlaceby Tesc o0 s

On his arrival at Vernon Yard, Dave Mc Cul | ough was directed up a | adder 0i
where he was confronted by a picture of himself. This caused himtomuset hat Vi rgi n 1984d O0a s
ness about everything they do. Always in control, the Big Brother company, somehow malevolent and at

the same time subtle, and intimate, and good at what they do. 6

After the Clash ended the 70s at Acklam Hall withtheir6 Lo ndon gGaglsl,i nuRd began t he 80s
a bare concrete shack beneath the Westway,t o per haps a c¢ dapthegfinaidedtherndr ed 6
Island deal at the Portobello Hotel on Stanley Gardens.

Ni ¢ k K Skingeads photo-book containsa pi ct ure of a ski Oi@igcaptibneddi ed he.
with an account of the fate of East End skins who found themselves besieged under the Westway by the

west London kids united. (Oi was an early 80s skinhead sub-cult with far-right associations, featuring the

likes of the 4 Skins, championed by Garry Bushell of Sounds):

6The |l ocals knew they would be there and a massive (groc
whatever, from the area had gathered outside the hall. At about 9.30 they came steaming in. The

skinheads inside threw anything that could be lifted (including t he banddés gear) at t he ¢
didnét show up for 25 minut es ethileakingghioughthgrookdhh i ch ti me tF

As Breaking Glass featured skinhead aggro under the flyover, David Essex went along the Westway on
his Silver Dream Racer motorbikewi t h hi s We st I ndian mechanic mate O6Ti .

The Clash went into the 80s promoting6 L o n daolnl éGm gtbh e &KRb& keorss GawitbDled t our
Mi key Dr ead 0 agthetClagh fillmo Butdd Boy Jaskdlazan and DavidMingay 6 s document ar
drama story of the roadie Ray Gange, came out to some acclaim for capturing the times.

The 4" Clash alboum 6 S a n d ifeaturedtad ddbroke Grove album within the triple set, in which they

covered the local themes of the Westway ( 6 Li ght ni togerbtks ® WpsdDh, Heavend), the
affair (6The Leader6), poliaat(éThPolLiroekeOd BwmhBackaiY,
the Carnival (@ Cor ner6 L2a wblsd ,Go Crazyd and O6The ®BtdErwernc PaPardterdgr

In 6Lightning Strikes (Not Once buddolwn cientdo tlhoen dCd ma stho
many cars get broken down as the Westway from Ladbroke Grove runs down to old Hounslow, just
thought 1 86d mention the n e w" Sireget imensection.n 6t hat runs down t

Paul Simonon explained O0The Cr ook edathsdlaoniOxforcth an i nter v
Gardens: fAEvery so often theyodl]l have a roadblock out
therebosl ea lwht of harassment I|ike that, aad it aindt go



6Cor ner So the gre-Camipal tensian &s the forces of Notting Hill Babylon put the area under

heavy manners, asking: 61 s t he music of Grove skin rocké calling f
tonight Alfonso, spread the news all over the Grove, the big meeting has decided that total war must burn

on the Groveé Spread the wor d tchingiewryhousp bngha Greve.S@mmy , t t

6Let 6s Go Cr a zthedniltanhreggge snaslarsdtmaykem of the late 70s: 6 dung men know

when the sun has set darkness comes to settle the debt owed by a year of Sus and suspect,
indiscriminate use of the power of arrest, theydre wai
|l etds go crazyé bricks and bottles, corrugated iron, S

ThentheClash6di sappeatl hitoi n hfeade@&el pan ddle 1380 CamiVahsaw St r eet
the debuts of the Mangrove steelbandandNor ma n J a yithes sdBleaud-system on Cambridge
Gardens 1 which was booed by reggae fans.

As the EO0OpDOear Adeddue Breakdownd al bum f i nfedtdingthe ame out
West | ndi an localmtectt aharacteraon the cover, the Elgin pub on Ladbroke Grove (the scene
of their mid 70s residency) was revived as a rock venue.

During this periodt he Str eet L e vaopbutongigsibyethea/imcerd Unitso(includingthe1 01 6 er s
Richard Dudanski and Mole), the Passions (including Clive Timperley), Nik Turnerd s | nner City Uni |
Perryds Good Mit®ditt, the Androids ef Mu éhd Splodgenessabounds.

On new year6s eve 1980/81 Joe Strummer appeared at anc
Powis Square, with Richard Dudanski, Mole, and Ramona of the Mo-dettes, as the Soul Vendors. The

Tabernacle also hosted a benefit for the Legalise Cannabis Campaign (based at 2 Blenheim Crescent),
featuring Mighty Observer, Moa Ambassa and the O6first

TheMo-dettes formed out of Neal Br own d(whogharedcasquatwithni t s/ Te
the Raincoats on Monmouth Road); originally as the Tesco Bomberettes at the Chippenham in Maida Hill

(the first 1 0 1 @watesng hole). The Swiss singer Ramona and guitarist Kate (formerly of both the Slits

and Raincoats) took overJ o e St r ucetroneam factory squat in Paddington.

Thebassi st 6éMad Jan ethe Madness & f @ mmhe ma Ddaynbe d\Wiuo cafleg mevieusly
going out with Mick Jones and bitingShane Mac Gowands ear at {ditesd CORaApd CA
fast,loud and prettyver si ons of o6Twi st and Shoutdé and O6Paint |t

I n wliwadlyGegarded as the classic Portobello Roadpop pose, even outdoing the
Brinsley 6Dand Forde,y@&Anglheny Do GBamdnd eRZleibds @m and co we
Adrian Boot outside the Golden Cross pub (the Market Bar) at 240, around a young Sledge the Rasta.

Mostly bred and in Drummi eds c agashtbhaockn fluwrctah dryst hAasnw atdht
and continues into the 21% century, making them the top local band as well as the number 1 British reggae



act. The guitarist Brinsley Forde first appeared in Leo the Last on the site of the Lancaster West Estate in
1969 and was already famous from the Double Deckers kids TV series.
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Aswad outside the Golden Cross (Market Bar) Adrian Boot

Aswad made their debut in 1975 (either at the Nashville in West Kensington or Acklam Hall according to
Drummie) and recorded their first alboum at the Island studios on Basing Street. They were originally on
their own Grove Music label; then Island, CBS, Simba (also their own), Atlantic, then Island again.

AstheNMEcr owned Aswad O0Ki ngs @&obunds ubbedtltem the @yt ®eu idg nlgil ®erds o f
Ladbr ok e Théir ntanager Was knownasMi chael 6Big Dread Grove Musicé
with the longest dreadlocks on Harrow Roadé a n dBuddlha bféadbroke Grove/HarrowR o a d 6 .

Harrow Road in the early 80s was described bythe NME6 Penny Reel as aanudicalargrgyae mar t
pumping sinuously from LadbrekeASGwadeées tO@r ddae | dsdiea . &f f
was the Burning Sounds/ Rockers/ Vibrations | abels at 37

Lightning Records at 841, and Trojan at 104 High Street Harlesden.

In the film Babylon, Brinsley Forde starsas t he | t al nh soond-syBtem cladh with Siiakai

Soundand ThatchéelheimsBuindairmck feattutasntAswadsds cmibWarri o
the local producer Dennis Bovell. Although Babylon is set in Brixton, the final scene is based on a mid-70s

police raid on the Carib Club in Willesden which resulted in Dennis Bovell being jailed for 6 months.

The Portobello Road underground press tradition was maintained in the 80s at number 286 (across the
road from the site of the Frendz office), where Better Badges printed and distributed punk fanzines. The
premises had previously hosted the Bell Press, the offices of IT and Van Der Graf Generator.

Better Badges (named after the beat Better Books shop on Charing Cross Road) was founded by Jolyon
Mcfie, a former IT music editor and Pink Fairies tour manager, also associated with Syd Barrett,
Hawkwi nd, Gong, the Pretty Things amtarGtisindel9%8 atr o, whc

After a macrobiotic revelation that badge making was the way forward for the underground movement,
Joly started pressing up hippy badges like ¢dendrix Livesq IT, d.egalise Cannabis6and d?ass It This Way§
in a garage off Chepstow Road, before going punk with a badge stall at the Roundhouse.

The Better Badges chart leaders of 1980 were Adam and the Ants, Basement 5, Crass, Killing Joke,

Motérhead, PIL (Public Image Limited), RAF (Red Army Faction), Throbbing Gristle, Toxic Graffiti, Two-

tone, Dread at the Controls, Roc k Agai nst Thatcher, the Pol iactml ( Sti ngé
police in the 1976 Carnival riot charge from outside the Bell Press premises).

InTheFaceBet t er Badges featur e, Ma skaenboBictwarrenl of @terrmae haudee d 2 8 6
at the butt end of Londondés Portobell o Road, past the
The house contained fanzine printing, badge stamping &
cheeriestsweat-s hop production | ine you could imaginedé, and c
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-1 Love §
2 Bites. . .

© 3 The Jam o
g Clazh Police

6 Penetration
7 The Buzzcocks
| 8 Smirks Against Travolta
9 New Siouxsie
10 Stiff Little Fingers

New Releases
20p Meke Army, Smirks Against Travolta, So
| Alone, The Edge, Pill, Zig Zag Blondie,
! , Animal Lib No 2. Skids, Scriti
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At the height of the post-punk fanzine boom, featuring In The City, i-D, Jamming, Kill Your Pet Puppy,
Panache, Poser, Tales of Dayglo, Toxic Graffiti, Vague and Viz, Better Badges was printing 150 titles and
Sue Donne at the Rough Trade shop was receiving 12 new titles a week.

Simon Dwyer, the editor of Rapid Eye Movement fanzine, wrote in Sounds: Evéry day another young
editor staggers proudly under the Westway with a new bag of radical reading matter, making the 3 minute
wal k from one bright spark of the current explosion, E

At the top end of the Better Badges production range, i-D, though nominally a fanzine, was always
destined to be the first British style culture mag. The first i-D models, in its original street culture phase,
were various poser Better Badges employees representing the early 80s style tribes, including Joly,
Hamish, Derek Harris, Scrubber, and the odd passing pop star like Boy George and Haysi Fantayzee.

Jol ybd DI'Y business e Bquerfapes and Blavd Limes @ -ehirtp e 64a Motting Hill
Gate. Next door to Better Badges at 288 was the 5™ Column T-shirt shop (formerly at 64a Notting Hill
Gate). Across the road, 307, then the retro clothes shop Risk, became the first Duffer St George shop.

Killing Joke succeeded the Clash as the first local heroes of the 80s on a heavy punk funk tip, though they
ended up heavy metal. Aftertheir 6 8r vous Systenmhd/ d€bunh wasReMaicomessed on t
Damage label through Island, thers econd singl e 6Wardanced/ 6Psyched was

The Malicious DamageHQat 11 Portl and Road, wher e Iicjodrnalisty Jokeds
took place, was describedasa O quai nbslitet kemewmer e TheeNMB®Yd | Raaudl Par k. «
Morley built up the intimidating atmosphere: 6 They have a first floor flat in
Gate. We walk throughanechoey hal |l , up bare wooden stairs and into

Killing Joke first made the headlines when the singer Jaz Coleman was arrested following a rooftop pellet

gun incident on Portland Road. The bassist6 Pi g Yout hé (as opposefbrehost Bi g You
post-punk Sid Vicious lookalike, was tipped to play Sid in the film and was also the bassist in the band of

Johnny Ro thér @mniy fyddnsrthe 4 Be 2s.

When Youth left Killing Joke to form the goth-funk group Brilliant (on his way to becoming a dance music
producer), Gavin Martin of the NME found himi n h i s Ladbro&esGoye basement (north of the
statitome) éi nevitable big bins booming out a mixture of

The 70s Grove rock scene officially ended on October 27 1980 when Steve Peregrin Took died at 100
Cambridge Gardens of Hendrix-style drug misadventure. Whilst celebrating the arrival of his last
Tyrannosaurus Rex royalties cheque on magic mushrooms and morphine, Took choked to death on a
cocktail cherry stone. His current address is square 103 on the centre circle of Kensal Green Cemetery.



