NOTTING HILL HISTORY TIMELINE
12 ONE FOOT IN THE GROVE 1970/71

Hendrix/Schoolkids Oz/ Michael X with John Lennon and Yoko Ono February 19 1970

1970 In Notting Hill the radical 60s carry on into the 70s with the various busts, demos and trials of the
underground press; Oz, IT, Friends, Nasty Tales; the Angry Brigade, the Mangrove, the Metro youth club,
Michael X, the Powis Square 8 and the Westway protesters.

On Princedale Road at the start of the 70s, the Oz editor Richard Neville wrote in the introduction to issue
25: 0 S 0 meDz ard feeling oldaand boring, so we invite any of our readers who are under 18 to
come and edi t T7thhsecominssionihg the sosotioasd®choolkids issuedOz 28.

May 6 S ¢ h o 0Ozkamd suf initially to little more fuss than the mag usually caused. The issue features
a surrealist naked black girl cover illustration, a pornographic Rupert Bear cartoon strip, an article on
6Drugs and p,afdIChades Shaan Mwrhysediews of Jeff Beck and Screaming Lord Sutch.

June8Just before Ted Heat hds Tories oust ©doffikeaat5@| d Wi | s o
Princedale Road was raided by the Obscene Publications squad. Copi es ofOz®,Scrfthiolod « i arsd
correspondence were seized and the adult Oz editors were duly charged with corrupting public morals.

July 17 The North Kensington Neighbourhood Law Centre opened at 74 Golborne Road.

July28The A40 (M) Western Avenue Extension O6Westwayd fly
was opened by Michael Heseltine, the new parliamentary secretary to the transport minister. At 2% miles,
it was the longest elevated road in Europe at the time.

The opening ceremony was accompanied by a protest over the re-housing of the remaining residents
alongside the flyover. As demonstrators disrupted the ribbon cutting, a banner was unfurled on Acklam
Road demandi n gofthiisGlelti Ré$h oQste UlstheNbackgrodnd Trellick Tower can be
seen nearing completion in Kensal.

A Westway demo placard proclai med: &éThereds only one man | know who
thatis GeorgeClarkit he devi |l hi ms el factidstsaiht eas toddemnedto Noting el
for pushing through Acklam Road re-housing at the expense of Walmer Road residents.

Inthe ITreport, 6 The Devil is alive and, welldr kmnwWad iavd mwgsadcd dNfotd
justifiable community anger f r oTeremaidingl&HousesortWatmer i nt o h
Road by the motorway, housing approximately 170 families, were described as dypical Notting Hill
residences: rotting, damp, vermin-i nf est ed hol es with i mploding ceilings
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Westway opening protest and Trellick Tower 1970/Mick Farren and the Westway

1

August 9 As the Westway opened to traffic another re-housing protest took place on the hard shoulder.
On the same day there was a march protesting about police persecution of the Mangrove restaurant at 8
All Saints Road, round the 3 local police stations; the Notting Hill station on Ladbroke Road, Sirdar Road
in Notting Dale, and the plan was to finish at Harrow Road.

As the march went up Great Western Road under the Westway, the police attempted to divert it away from
the Harrow Road station resulting in a mini-riot on Portnall Road, the arrest of 17 demonstrators, and the
trial of the Mangrove 9 i including the restaurant owner Frank Crichlow and Darcus Howe.

By then Michael X had become the black godfather at his Black House centre on Holloway Road. His
downfall came about from a dispute with the boss of a cleaning agency who he accused of underpaying a
black youth. The man went to the Black House to try to resolve the situation and ended up in a slave collar
from the centreds mus Mchael wal sharged with hbéry wittonienasds.i ¢ h

In the messy aftermath of the 60s and the Deviants, Mick Farren returned from his bad trip in Canada to

stay at 56 Chesterton Road, on and off through the 70s. The remaining Deviants re-launched themselves
asthePinkFairies. Originally O6the Pink Fairi eescompadsedSt ar R
all the Deviants, the Pretty Things, Larry Wallis, Viv Prince, Viv Stanshall, Steve Took and Keith Moon.

The Head Heritage websi t euabpepositiorets begirhwith, fased in allenanneas 6 a c @
of freak flag flying in front of an anarchic musical backdrop of incorrigible racket making, destined to be a
group unrecognised for stability in any degree. 6

The Fadehutialbusn® Ne v er N eeatergsithainlivkdtanlard6 Uncl e Harryés Last Fr

recounting a 1970 happening in Holland Park. Accordingto Frendz, 6a | arge crowd of frea
gathered, quietly smoking dope and playing guitars, when a bunch of pigs, cunningly disguised as bushes
and shrubs, | eapt out and busted part of the crowd. 6
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Fairies 6Never Neverlandé/at the Bath festival 1970



As Marc Bolan went into glam rock T Rexstacy on Blenheim Crescent, along Ladbroke Grove his original

drummer Steve Peregrin Took descended into heavy rock Notting Hell drug culture, accompanied by Mick

Farren, the Fairies and Pretty Things. These tattered hippy troubadours epitomised the dissident street

hi ppy 6freaké; the forerunner of t h-styleculteeaser/ grebo, pu

In Revolt into Style, George Melly (who lived on St Lawrence Terrace) has a freak inthissenseas 0 a
strange but admirable person within the current mores of pop and (conversely) one whose appearance or
behaviour especial ltysd@.nfHeancd esl s ed abdcsitd afirghak 6; one w
one of the new hallucinogenic drugs is considered to f
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Forbidden Fruit 295/Muzik City 297/Much Ado antiques shop (Friends) Portobello Road 1970

The literary equivalent of the Pink Fairies, the underground paper Friends/Frendz also began as the 60s
ended following the demise of the radical UK edition of Rolling Stone magazine; originally as Friends of
Rolling Stone. After Jann Wenner sued it was abbreviated to Friends, and when Alan Marcuson quit as

editor and Jon Trux took over the title was changed to Frendz.

305 Portobello Road became the most renowned local hippy address as the Friends office, when the

paper was run by Alan Ma r ¢ u shoen ,whéitt e Sout h African Bl ack Power | ea
former Situationistc r edi t ed as Opolitical advisord .on Jefferson
In the Howard Marks book High Time, 6 Mar cuson dealt some ofuieti@keptr | i ebs d

Friendsaf | oat wi t hDays néhe ldfe BMdrcugbn dndiJonathon Green recall being set up in the
305 6Motherburgeré of FamepushefEddipant Bteve.under ground r oa¢

The UK Rolling Stone editor Andrew Bailey spokemore hi ghly of hishwmagdsiiTadrealw:
Friends, ripping off every image they could find, doing it all on IBM golfballs and actually making a far

more vibrant product than the supposedly professional techniques we used at Rolling Stone managed.

The north end of Portobell o Road on a Saturday morni nc

The Kensington News reporter David May, who also wrote for Friends, recalled feeling schizophrenic as
he walked down Portobello,f r om fit hi s vied yuptirmi Qlhhdar ewlor St reet to t hi
worl d in North Keadoditrgt ova.ndg r Mavye ,c davheer Met ro, | ots of p
struggle, hippy angst; the proper Notting Hillscene, 6 as Jonat hton Green put

AtFriends6 hei g tetl, Fioru bNdergrour ook, Ot he phant ovitageVoicewae 1950 s
stal ki ng P orRosiebBeycdtt begdh dex chredr at 305 interviewing Yoko Ono and attempting to

edit the Angry iBnsiothauhdedmundscemnd. r i b ut

ORebunk er 6 pr a cat 305 weas fsequentded loy the likes of Brinsley Schwarz, the Pretty Things,

Quiver and Uncle Dog. Nextdoorthe 307 060 Teenbur ger éwasotcupied by 8gneysBuliless

who designed Mi cNeaWdrldsida-fornag and Hadvisvind album sleeves; and Dave

Robinson who managed Brinsley Schwarz and later co-founded Stiff Records.

The prog rock group Ten Years After were filmed, and photographed by Philm Freakz, pretending to play

outside the Forbidden Fruit headshop at 295. TenYe ar s A f tLeeraddsPhilfIFreakz(Phil Franks)

both Iived on Portobell o. T hpaddf@rahane BoddsHapkwiad; @ngeahd 3 6 1 wa
Yes. He also photographed Genesis in Kensal Green cemetery.



The local hits of the early 70s weret he Pretty Thingsd 6Cries From The Mid
OHurry On Sundowné, Mighty BtdbBdgasBroudhtoruBared Vi é Bwoeni Wg n O\«
Rooft opd,punrke rpocok o6 Do |Itd by the Pink Fairies and O6Po

Asdet ai |l ed by Nigel Cr des Minnhight 6 Cyithedtadisreke @de Tiot e
underground rock scene also featuredt he Acti on, Tomorrow, the Misunder st
Eyes, Village/Quiver, Steamhammer, Magic Michael and Mouse Laslett, the roadie son of Rhaune.

In 1970 Led Zeppelin recorded some of their 4™ album at the Island studios on Basing Street including
partsof6 St ai r way To Heavend. Jimmy Cliffédés cover of Cat S
andDesmond Dekker asnmg@lviefrf dosf 6 You Can Get |1t | f You Realll

Hawkwind at Wormstock/Isle of Wight Friends 1970

August 23 Hawkwind headlined a mini-festival on Wormwood Scrubs. After rain and accompanying

technical problems (ie. electrocution) held up proceedings, they won over the local press. The Kensington

Postappl auded the o6brilliant esdewmngcommeercialisntamdrd oNontgt i ontgh eHirl |
own proverbialmultre cho booming explosive thing. 6

The West London Observer summed up 6 Wo r mswiotctk:6 6 Sk i nh e apbsfestivali runt t o mi n
police deal ef f ect i v skinycontenteditherbselves reimickibgahe oonig abduteof
the hippies, and the promoters from the Crypt club on Lancaster Road replaced Quintessence with Quiver

(whocameupwithRod Stewartés 1975 hit 6Sailingb)

August30The197 0 Notting Hill 6PeopdpedessiofCaoumithe adatetdbyonsi st ed
Gi nger Jo h n sGulmad drumiérs anctcaaatk festival in the Powis Square gardens featuring the

American band Socca/Sacatash, Mataya, Stackhouse, James Metzner6and various | ocal mu s

September At the Isle of Wight festival, due to a dispute over ticket prices, the hill overlooking the festival

site became the alternative 6 Des ol ati on RawkbwiveduandofPi nkgigsalhe i es OPi 1
official festival bill featured Jimi Hendrix, the Who and the Doors. Mick Farren led the field hippy revolt out

of style in which the festival fences were stormed by the White Panthers.

Back in London, Hendrix seems to have mostly stayed in South Kensington with his super-groupie

girlfriends Alvenia Bridges and Devon Wilson. Accordingtothe 1HZV R W K slinvBstigatidr{into

6Jimi 6s | amtamé osd MHNatysibng Hi Il Il and dnsThedineHendfixot at var.i
Experience, Jerry Hopkins has himtoonflaatroldl,ulz atre emli mlg. & r c

September 17/18Af t er hi s | ast guithgerd tc HBawar HendéSwenttotkKénsington

Market on the High Street (where Freddie Mercury of Queen was a stallholder at the time) and a party

thrown by Mi ke Nesmith of the Monkees. He was reputedl
Talbot Road and the Mangrove at 8 All Saints Road.

On the morning of September 18 1970, Jimi Hendrix ended up on Ladbroke Grove in the basement of 22
Lansdowne Crescent, then known as the Samarkand Hotel (after the Silk Road staging post in
Uzbekistan), with his German iceskater girlfriend Monika Dannemann.



