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Hendrix/Schoolkids Oz/ Michael X with John Lennon and Yoko Ono February 19 1970 

 
1970 In Notting Hill the radical 60s carry on into the 70s with the various busts, demos and trials of the 
underground press; Oz, IT, Friends, Nasty Tales; the Angry Brigade, the Mangrove, the Metro youth club, 
Michael X, the Powis Square 8 and the Westway protesters.  
 
On Princedale Road at the start of the 70s, the Oz editor Richard Neville wrote in the introduction to issue 
25: óSome of us at Oz are feeling old and boring, so we invite any of our readers who are under 18 to 
come and edit the April issueô ï thus commissioning the notorious óSchoolkids issueô Oz 28. 
 
May óSchoolkidsô Oz came out, initially to little more fuss than the mag usually caused. The issue features 
a surrealist naked black girl cover illustration, a pornographic Rupert Bear cartoon strip, an article on 
óDrugs and public schoolsô, and Charles Shaar Murray reviews of Jeff Beck and Screaming Lord Sutch.  
 
June 8 Just before Ted Heathôs Tories ousted Harold Wilsonôs Labour from power, the Oz office at 52 
Princedale Road was raided by the Obscene Publications squad. Copies of óSchoolkids Ozô, files and 
correspondence were seized and the adult Oz editors were duly charged with corrupting public morals.  
 
July 17 The North Kensington Neighbourhood Law Centre opened at 74 Golborne Road. 
 
July 28 The A40 (M) Western Avenue Extension óWestwayô flyover between White City and Paddington 
was opened by Michael Heseltine, the new parliamentary secretary to the transport minister. At 2½ miles, 
it was the longest elevated road in Europe at the time.  
 
The opening ceremony was accompanied by a protest over the re-housing of the remaining residents 
alongside the flyover. As demonstrators disrupted the ribbon cutting, a banner was unfurled on Acklam 
Road demanding óGet Us Out of this Hell ï Rehouse Us Now.ô In the background Trellick Tower can be 
seen nearing completion in Kensal.  
 
A Westway demo placard proclaimed: óThereôs only one man I know who could live in this hell hole and 
that is George Clark ï the devil himself.ô The 1967 housing activist saint was condemned to Notting Hell 
for pushing through Acklam Road re-housing at the expense of Walmer Road residents.  
 
In the IT report, óThe Devil is alive and well and living in Notting Hillô, Clark was accused of ódiverting 
justifiable community anger from radical action into harmless words.ô The remaining 28 houses on Walmer 
Road by the motorway, housing approximately 170 families, were described as ótypical Notting Hill 
residences: rotting, damp, vermin-infested holes with imploding ceilings and leaking lavatories.ô 
 



 
Westway opening protest and Trellick Tower 1970/Mick Farren and the Westway 

 
August 9 As the Westway opened to traffic another re-housing protest took place on the hard shoulder. 
On the same day there was a march protesting about police persecution of the Mangrove restaurant at 8 
All Saints Road, round the 3 local police stations; the Notting Hill station on Ladbroke Road, Sirdar Road 
in Notting Dale, and the plan was to finish at Harrow Road.  
 
As the march went up Great Western Road under the Westway, the police attempted to divert it away from 
the Harrow Road station resulting in a mini-riot on Portnall Road, the arrest of 17 demonstrators, and the 
trial of the Mangrove 9 ï including the restaurant owner Frank Crichlow and Darcus Howe.  
 
By then Michael X had become the black godfather at his Black House centre on Holloway Road. His 
downfall came about from a dispute with the boss of a cleaning agency who he accused of underpaying a 
black youth. The man went to the Black House to try to resolve the situation and ended up in a slave collar 
from the centreôs museum. As a result of which Michael was charged with robbery with menaces.  
 
In the messy aftermath of the 60s and the Deviants, Mick Farren returned from his bad trip in Canada to 
stay at 56 Chesterton Road, on and off through the 70s. The remaining Deviants re-launched themselves 
as the Pink Fairies. Originally óthe Pink Fairies All Star RockônôRoll Show Motorcycle Circusô encompassed 
all the Deviants, the Pretty Things, Larry Wallis, Viv Prince, Viv Stanshall, Steve Took and Keith Moon.  
 
The Head Heritage website defines the Fairies as óa casual proposition to begin with, based in all manner 
of freak flag flying in front of an anarchic musical backdrop of incorrigible racket making, destined to be a 
group unrecognised for stability in any degree.ô 
 
The Fairiesô debut album óNever Neverlandô features their live standard óUncle Harryôs Last Freakoutô 
recounting a 1970 happening in Holland Park. According to Frendz, óa large crowd of freaks were 
gathered, quietly smoking dope and playing guitars, when a bunch of pigs, cunningly disguised as bushes 
and shrubs, leapt out and busted part of the crowd.ô  
 

 
Pink Fairies óNever Neverlandô/at the Bath festival 1970 

 



As Marc Bolan went into glam rock T Rexstacy on Blenheim Crescent, along Ladbroke Grove his original 
drummer Steve Peregrin Took descended into heavy rock Notting Hell drug culture, accompanied by Mick 
Farren, the Fairies and Pretty Things. These tattered hippy troubadours epitomised the dissident street 
hippy ófreakô; the forerunner of the greaser/grebo, punk, crusty and grunge anti-style cults.  
 
In Revolt into Style, George Melly (who lived on St Lawrence Terrace) has a freak in this sense as óa 
strange but admirable person within the current mores of pop and (conversely) one whose appearance or 
behaviour especially infuriates the óstraightsô. Hence also óacid freakô; one whose excessive use of LSD or 
one of the new hallucinogenic drugs is considered to form the basis of his behaviour or appearance.ô 
 

 
Forbidden Fruit 295/Muzik City 297/Much Ado antiques shop (Friends) 305 Portobello Road 1970 

 
The literary equivalent of the Pink Fairies, the underground paper Friends/Frendz also began as the 60s 
ended following the demise of the radical UK edition of Rolling Stone magazine; originally as Friends of 
Rolling Stone. After Jann Wenner sued it was abbreviated to Friends, and when Alan Marcuson quit as 
editor and Jon Trux took over the title was changed to Frendz.  
 
305 Portobello Road became the most renowned local hippy address as the Friends office, when the 
paper was run by Alan Marcuson, óthe white South African Black Power leaderô, and Charlie Radcliffe, the 
former Situationist credited as ópolitical advisorô on Jefferson Airplaneôs óVolunteersô album. 
 
In the Howard Marks book High Time, óMarcuson dealt some of Charlieôs dope for him and quietly kept 
Friends afloat with the cash.ô In Days in the Life, Marcuson and Jonathon Green recall being set up in the 
305 óMotherburgerô of Famepushers, the underground roadie mafia of Eddie and Steve.  
 
The UK Rolling Stone editor Andrew Bailey spoke more highly of his magôs radical off-shoot: ñThere was 
Friends, ripping off every image they could find, doing it all on IBM golfballs and actually making a far 
more vibrant product than the supposedly professional techniques we used at Rolling Stone managed. 
The north end of Portobello Road on a Saturday morning to me was absolutely magic, I loved it.ò  
 
The Kensington News reporter David May, who also wrote for Friends, recalled feeling schizophrenic as 
he walked down Portobello, from ñthis very straight world up in Church Street to this complete freaksô 
world in North Kensington.ò May covered óthe Mangrove, the Metro, lots of police harassment, black 
struggle, hippy angst; the proper Notting Hill scene,ô as Jonathon Green put it.  
 
At Friendsô height, in Nigel Fountainôs Underground book, óthe phantom of the 1950s Village Voice was 
stalking Portobello Road.ô Rosie Boycott began her career at 305 interviewing Yoko Ono and attempting to 
edit the Angry Brigadeôs contributions to the underground scene.  
 
óThe bunkerô practise studio at 305 was frequented by the likes of Brinsley Schwarz, the Pretty Things, 
Quiver and Uncle Dog. Next door the 307 óTeenburgerô of Famepushers was occupied by Barney Bubbles 
who designed Michael Moorcockôs New Worlds sci-fi mag and Hawkwind album sleeves; and Dave 
Robinson who managed Brinsley Schwarz and later co-founded Stiff Records.  
 
The prog rock group Ten Years After were filmed, and photographed by Philm Freakz, pretending to play 
outside the Forbidden Fruit headshop at 295. Ten Years Afterôs Alvin Lee and Philm Freakz (Phil Franks) 
both lived on Portobello. The latterôs place at 361 was a crash-pad of Graham Bond, Hawkwind, Gong and 
Yes. He also photographed Genesis in Kensal Green cemetery.  
 



The local hits of the early 70s were the Pretty Thingsô óCries From The Midnight Circusô, Hawkwindôs 
óHurry On Sundownô, Mighty Babyôs óHouse Without Windowsô, the Edgar Broughton Bandôs óEvening Over 
Rooftopô, the proto-punk rock óDo Itô by the Pink Fairies and óPolice Carô by Larry Wallis.  
 
As detailed by Nigel Cross in his óCries From The Midnight Circusô CD notes, the Ladbroke Grove 
underground rock scene also featured the Action, Tomorrow, the Misunderstood, Quintessence, Juniorôs 
Eyes, Village/Quiver, Steamhammer, Magic Michael and Mouse Laslett, the roadie son of Rhaune. 
 
In 1970 Led Zeppelin recorded some of their 4

th
 album at the Island studios on Basing Street including 

parts of óStairway To Heavenô. Jimmy Cliffôs cover of Cat Stevensô óWild Worldô was released by Island, 
and Desmond Dekkerôs cover of Jimmy Cliffôs óYou Can Get It If You Really Wantô came out on Trojan.  
 

 
Hawkwind at Wormstock/Isle of Wight Friends 1970 

 
August 23 Hawkwind headlined a mini-festival on Wormwood Scrubs. After rain and accompanying 
technical problems (ie. electrocution) held up proceedings, they won over the local press. The Kensington 
Post applauded the óbrilliant young men from Notting Hillô for eschewing commercialism and doing ótheir 
own proverbial multi-echo booming explosive thing.ô  
 
The West London Observer summed up óWormstockô with: óSkinheads threat to mini-pop festival ï but 
police deal effectively with bovver boys.ô The skins contented themselves mimicking the looning about of 
the hippies, and the promoters from the Crypt club on Lancaster Road replaced Quintessence with Quiver 
(who came up with Rod Stewartôs 1975 hit óSailingô).  
 
August 30 The 1970 Notting Hill óPeopleôs Carnivalô consisted of a procession around the area led by 
Ginger Johnsonôs African-Cuban drummers and a rock festival in the Powis Square gardens featuring the 
American band Socca/Sacatash, Mataya, Stackhouse, James Metzner óand various local musiciansô.  
 
September At the Isle of Wight festival, due to a dispute over ticket prices, the hill overlooking the festival 
site became the alternative óDesolation Rowô venue of Hawkwind and Pink Fairies óPinkwindô gigs. The 
official festival bill featured Jimi Hendrix, the Who and the Doors. Mick Farren led the field hippy revolt out 
of style in which the festival fences were stormed by the White Panthers. 
 
Back in London, Hendrix seems to have mostly stayed in South Kensington with his super-groupie 
girlfriends Alvenia Bridges and Devon Wilson. According to the �1�H�Z�V���R�I���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G�¶s investigation into 
óJimiôs last lost daysô, he came to Notting Hill and ósmoked pot at various pads.ô In The Jimi Hendrix 
Experience, Jerry Hopkins has him óon a roll, careening from flat to flat, club to club.ô  
 
September 17/18 After his last gig at Ronnie Scottôs with Eric Burdonôs War, Hendrix went to Kensington 
Market on the High Street (where Freddie Mercury of Queen was a stallholder at the time) and a party 
thrown by Mike Nesmith of the Monkees. He was reputedly last seen in Roy Stewartôs Globe bar at 103 
Talbot Road and the Mangrove at 8 All Saints Road.  
 
On the morning of September 18 1970, Jimi Hendrix ended up on Ladbroke Grove in the basement of 22 
Lansdowne Crescent, then known as the Samarkand Hotel (after the Silk Road staging post in 
Uzbekistan), with his German iceskater girlfriend Monika Dannemann. 
 


