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Peopleôs Centre Open the Square graffiti 1968 

 
óThe Groveôs just much groovier, way ahead of other areasé A square mile of squaloré A nice homey 
area, but needs cleaning upé A social dustbin (The Times)é Our own Notting Hill, signs of a real 
underground community (IT)é A transit area for vagrants, gypsies and casual workersé Itôs the sort of 
place where you have to be because you canôt be anywhere else.ô Hustler óWhat is The Grove?ô May 1968 
 
1968 Princedale Road completed its transformation from fascist to flower power with the arrival of the Oz 
office at number 52. Richard Neville wrote to the New Statesman: óSir, thereôs a new generation with a 
new explanation, everybody should get VD, when you come to Notting Hill wear a big flower in your wig.ô  
 
May In the wake of the first anti-Vietnam war demo in Grosvenor Square, a group of student protesters 
turned up at a Notting Hill Peopleôs Association meeting in All Saints church hall, calling for more direct 
community action in Powis Square.  
 
The Hustler paper reported: óvarious opinions at the meeting made for a vigorous, occasionally explosive 
atmosphereé from raffles to revolutioné forcibly open the garden squares, resist rent rises, set up an 
alternative local government, encourage housing associations, set up a co-operative community bank ï all 
were suggested. ñItôs time,ò said one man, ñwe started a revolution in North Kensington.òô  
 
June 15 After several children were run over in the area, the Peopleôs Association organised a series of 
demos culminating in a march around the Powis and Colville squares. In Powis Square the march was 
diverted by Vietnam protesters and Situationists disguised as pantomime animals towards the square 
garden gates. Following a scuffle with police, the gates were forced open and the gardens occupied.  
 
July The Council acquired the Powis Square gardens from the private owners and eventually converted 
the area into a playground. The local ô68 uprising may have been overshadowed somewhat by the events 
in Paris but one square at least was opened permanently for the people in London. 
 

 



Apart from the playgrounds, the most enduring legacy of the 1968 student revolution in Notting Hill was 
the graffiti. The writing on the walls, largely attributed to the Situationist King Mob group, included 
Romantic poetry by William Blake, Coleridge and Shelley.  
 
Blakeôs óThe tigers (tygers) of wrath are wiser than the horses of instructionô on Basing Street appeared on 
the sleeve of Cat Stevensô first greatest hits album with Cat posing next to it. óThe road of excess leads to 
the palace of wisdomô in Powis Square was reputedly changed to óWillesdenô.  
 
King Mob signalled the end of peace and love with óAll you need is dynamiteô on Portobello at the 
Tavistock Road junction, óBurn it all downô, óDynamite is freedomô, óBelsen livesô, óReligion = Opiumô on All 
Saints church, óKars killô, óThe only race is the rat raceô, óRevolution Nowô, óRachman was rightô on Colville 
Terrace, and óChristie livesô or óRemember Christieô near Rillington Place.  
 

 
 
Hoardings beneath the Westway, alongside the tube line between Ladbroke Grove and Westbourne Park, 
were emblazoned with: óSame thing day after day ï Tube ï Work ï Diner ï Work ï Tube ï Armchair ï TV 
ï Sleep ï Tube ï Work ï How much more can you take ï One in ten go mad ï One in five cracks up.ô  
 
In Once Upon A Time There Was A Place Called Notting Hill Gate, the Wise brothers noted that the 
Notting Hill graffiti predated the slogans of Paris ô68, but they had to admit they didnôt have quite the same 
revolutionary effect. They also disassociated King Mob from later Heathcote Williams material.  
 
The editor of the King Mob Echo underground paper was the former Situationist Chris Gray, who lived on 
Cambridge Gardens. According to Fred Vermorel, the English section of the SI were expelled after Guy 
Debord came to Notting Hill and found Chris Grayôs urban guerrilla forces watching Match of the Day.  
 
Vermorel also credits Gray with the óunpleasant pop groupô punk rock idea. When the Sex Pistolsô 
manager Malcolm McLaren was a radical art student follower of the Situationists and King Mob, his 
girlfriend Viv Westwood was selling jewellery on Portobello market to support him.  
 
In May ô68, as students took to the barricades in Paris, John Hopkins came up with the Notting Hill 
óInterzone Aô map issue of International Times (#30), inspired by William Burroughs and Situationist 
psychogeography. The cover features a Ladbroke Grove Carnival procession collage by Miles 
incorporating King Mob graffiti and the mayor Malby Crofton.  
 
The fold-out and fill-in map, ordained with óGod gave the land to the peopleô, is accompanied by Courtney 
Tullochôs local history report on óThe Three Villagesô (Notting Dale, Portobello and Westbourne Park), 
óDynamite is Freedomô graffiti, a plan for the Westway Theatre (on the site of Portobello Green), ads for 
the Hustler, the Word printers and the Family Dog shop at 2 Blenheim Crescent.  
 
Hoppy describes Interzone IT as a cross between a marketing exercise and a revolutionary strategy: ñOne 
of the things we understood then is if you want to take the territory you publish the map, thatôs an axiom 
that really works. So we decided that the first place that we want to conceptually seize is Notting Hill ï this 
is in 1968 ï so we published a map and we called it óInterzone Aô.ò  



 
 
óWalking the Groveô, Courtney Tulloch considered the paradox of hippy Heaven West 11 and concrete 
island Notting Hell. As the GLCôs car-park plans for the 23 acres under the Westway flyover were 
discovered, he thought óthe area could congeal into a genuinely depressed ghetto, peopleôs social and 
economic needs being overshadowed by the gigantic inhuman motorway...ô  
 
But, on the other hand: óIf the spans are given over to the community, the possibilities for further creative 
extensions to the childrenôs adventure playground already under way in Westbourne Park are totalé Dig 
the vibrations in and around Notting Hill, perhaps the only area in London where through the differing 
enclaves of experimental living, a free-form and ingenious communal life-style could really burst forth...ô 
 
The 1968 Notting Hill Carnival/Fair parade started outside Rhaune Laslettôs house on Tavistock Crescent 
and went along Great Western Road, Porchester Road, Westbourne Grove and Portobello Road. 
Proceedings concluded at the adventure playground with an óopen air danceô featuring the mod band the 
Action, Ginger Johnson and the Afro-Cubans, Pure Medicine and a West Indian steel band.  
 
Pete Jennerôs Blackhill Enterprises put on Roundhouse benefit gigs for Rhaune Laslettôs Neighbourhood 
Service featuring the Small Faces, Sly and the Family Stone, and David Bowie.  
 

 
 
Courtney Tulloch also edited the Hustler black underground paper. The first óWhat is the Grove?ô May ô68 
issue contains pictures of graffiti proclaiming óThe Peopleôs Centre All Saints Church Hall ï Let kids play 
on the squaresô, the Powis Square óTrespassers will be prosecutedô sign and children playing in the road.  


