NOTTING HILL HISTORY TIMELINE
11 OPEN THE SQUARES 1968/69
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Peoplebs Centre Open the Square graffiti
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1968 Princedale Road completed its transformation from fascist to flower power with the arrival of the Oz
office at number 52. Richard Neville wrote to the New Statesman: 6Sir, thereds a new gen
new explanation, everybody should get VD, whenyouc ome t o Notting Hill wear a bi

May In the wake of the first anti-Vietham war demo in Grosvenor Square, a group of student protesters
turned up at a Notting Hill Peopl e 6s caling foonmieditedt on meet i
community action in Powis Square.

The Hustler paper reported: 6 arious opinions at the meeting made for a vigorous, occasionally explosive

at mos phferroenréd raffles to revolutioné forcibly open the ¢
alternative local government, encourage housing associations, set up a co-operative community bank i all

were suggested. Altdéds time, o0 said one man, fiwe startecdc

June 15 After several children were run over in the area,the Pe o p| e 6 s Aosganisedia aetrids of n
demos culminating in a march around the Powis and Colville squares. In Powis Square the march was
diverted by Vietnam protesters and Situationists disguised as pantomime animals towards the square
garden gates. Following a scuffle with police, the gates were forced open and the gardens occupied.

July The Council acquired the Powis Square gardens from the private owners and eventually converted
the area into a playground. The | oc all 668 upr i sshadgwednsarpewhabby the ebemte n o v er
in Paris but one square at least was opened permanently for the people in London.




Apart from the playgrounds, the most enduring legacy of the 1968 student revolution in Notting Hill was
the graffiti. The writing on the walls, largely attributed to the Situationist King Mob group, included
Romantic poetry by William Blake, Coleridge and Shelley.
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King Mob signalledtheendofpeace and | oveewidt h s 6 Adp Rastghella a whe
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Hoardings beneath the Westway, alongside the tube line between Ladbroke Grove and Westbourne Park,
were embl azoned wit h:dayd SuberieNotk h Dimegi Wbk y Tubefi tAenchair i TV
T Sleepi Tube i Work i How much more can youtakei Oneintengomadi One i n five cracks

In Once Upon A Time There Was A Place Called Notting Hill Gate, the Wise brothers noted that the
Notting Hill graffiti predated the slogans of Paris 6 6 8 ,thepluad t o admit they didndt h:
revolutionary effect. They also disassociated King Mob from later Heathcote Williams material.

The editor of the King Mob Echo underground paper was the former Situationist Chris Gray, who lived on
Cambridge Gardens. According to Fred Vermorel, the English section of the Sl were expelled after Guy
Debord came to Notting Hilland found Ch r i s Gr ay 6 8lafaraedowatohing Magch of the Day.

Vermorel also credits Gr ay wi t h the O6unpl eas anWhemptolpe g3 eoxu pRi sptuonlks & o
manager Malcolm McLaren was a radical art student follower of the Situationists and King Mob, his
girlfriend Viv Westwood was selling jewellery on Portobello market to support him.

In  Ma y, as&Gtadents took to the barricades in Paris, John Hopkins came up with the Notting Hill
6l nterzone Aldtermatopal Tines (#38), irspired by William Burroughs and Situationist
psychogeography. The cover features a Ladbroke Grove Carnival procession collage by Miles
incorporating King Mob graffiti and the mayor Malby Crofton.

The fold-outandfili n map, ordained with 6God gave t hGurtheynd t o t
Tullochés | ocan d&imld oTlyr & e p\oir It Paatapells ahd WestbourheiPark), Dal e,
6Dynamit e igmfftiFarplarefar thendestway Theatre (on the site of Portobello Green), ads for

the Hustler, the Word printers and the Family Dog shop at 2 Blenheim Crescent.

Hoppy describes Interzone IT as a cross between a marketing exercise and a revolutionary strategy: i On e

of the things we understood then is if you want to tak
that really works. So we decided that the first place that we want to conceptually seize is Notting Hill i this
isin1968i so we published a MmMapeandnweAdall ed it o



6Wal ki ng ,tChuenewlulmch ealsidered the paradox of hippy Heaven West 11 and concrete

island NottingHe | | . As t pak plans @btlse 2% agres under the Westway flyover were

discovered,het hought o6t he area could congeal into a genuinel
economic needs being overshadowed by the gigantic inhuman motorway... 0

But, onthe otherhand: 61 f the spans are given over to the commun

extensions to the childrenbdts adivenWestebeplrygrBamki aile e
the vibrations in and around Notting Hill, perhaps the only area in London where through the differing
enclaves of experimental living, a free-form and ingenious communal life-st yl e coul d really bu

The 1968 Notting Hill Carnival/Fair parade started outside Rhaune Lasl| et tvisteck Crasceiste on T a
and went along Great Western Road, Porchester Road, Westbourne Grove and Portobello Road.

Proceedings concluded at the adventure playground withanéopen air dangaedbandthat ur i ng
Action, Ginger Johnson and the Afro-Cubans, Pure Medicine and a West Indian steel band.

PeteJenner 6s Bl ackhi |Roundhausechenpfitgigsfeear pRhawme Lasl ettds Nei
Service featuring the Small Faces, Sly and the Family Stone, and David Bowie.

Courtney Tulloch also edited the Hustler black underground paper. Thef i Wt oi s t MayGo68e?50
issuecont ains pictures of graffiti procl ai niLetgidspldyhe Peopl
on the squaresdé, the Powi s Sqguagnandhildrea plgyiagsirstteroad. wi | | b €



