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1966 Notting Hill surpassed Chelsea as the grooviest part of London with scenes in Blow Up, Alfie, 
Georgy Girl and Morgan: A Suitable Case for Treatment, Cat Stevensô Portobello Road song, I Was Lord 
Kitchenerôs Valet boutique, the Stones, the Beatles, the Beachboys, Nancy Sinatra, Van Morrison, Cream, 
the Equals, the London Free School featuring Pink Floyd, the first Carnival procession, IT and Oz.  
 
In Blow Up, the definitive 60s London film, David Hemmings photographs Vanessa Redgrave and co in 
Johnny Cowanôs studio on Princeôs Place off Princedale Road, and drives out of Notting Dale in a 
generally mod-ish manner. 77 Pottery Lane acts as the studioôs exterior, the production office was on 
Princedale Road and the premiere took place at the Coronet (then the Gaumont).  
 
In Alfie Michael Caine speaks to the camera outside Shelley Wintersô flat in Campden Hill Towers at 
Notting Hill Gate. His bed-sit is on the corner of St Stephenôs Gardens and Chepstow Road, in the former 
Rachman slum area. In Georgy Girl Charlotte Rampling gives birth at St Charles Hospital. 
 
Morgan: A Suitable Case for Treatment stars David Warner as an artist prone to dressing up in a gorilla 
costume, embroiled in a marital farce with Vanessa Redgrave, filmed in and around Campden Hill Square. 
The scene at Karl Marxôs tomb in Highgate cemetery was shot at Kensal Green with a plaster cast Marx. 
Jemima and Johnny recounts the adventures of a young black girl and white boy in Notting Hill, 
concluding with their rescue from a derelict house by Johnnyôs formerly racist father.  
 
óGetting hung up all day on smiles, walking down Portobello Road for miles, greeting strangers in Indian 
boots, yellow ties and old brown suits, growing oldôs my only danger, cuckoo clocks and plastic socks, 
lampshades of old antique leather, nothing looks weird, not even a beardé.ô  
 
The Portobello pop market officially opened for business in 1966 with Cat Stevensô óPortobello Roadô 
song, on the b-side of his debut single óI Love My Dogô. The track is cited by Rob Finnis as óone of the few 
songs to capture, unaffectedly, the essence of London in the so called swinging 60s.ô  
 
The lyrics are by the maverick American producer Kim Fowley who went on to manage the punk group the 
Runaways. On the cover of his first greatest hits album featuring óPortobelloô Cat Stevens (now Yusuf 
Islam) is pictured on Basing Street by the óTigers of Wrathô William Blake graffiti, near the Island studios.  
 
Donovan came north to Portobello in óSunny South Kensingtonô and ómet a fellow with a cane umbrella he 
must have used as a sieve.ô Still in the year of the Cat óPortobello Roadô song there was another by Billy 
Nicholls, in which óyou can buy most anything, paperclips or even eastern wedding rings, tell you 
something that I found, 20 Turkish cigarettes that fetched a pound.ô  
  



 
Cat Stevens on Basing Street/Nancy Sinatra with kids in Powis Square 

 
Spectrum came up with yet another in 1967 and the Cat Stevens/Kim Fowley track was re-released 
covered by the American singer Ellie Janov. The most famous Portobello song in the 1971 film Bedknobs 
and Broomsticks seems like the oldest as itôs set in 1940, but is at least the 4th.  
 
Portobelloôs hippest number in the 60s was 293, the iconic I Was Lord Kitchenerôs Valet boutique, 
famously visited by Mick Jagger and John Lennon in May 1966. After the former wore a military tunic from 
Lord Kitchenerôs on Ready Steady Go while performing óPaint It Blackô, the co-owner Robert Orbach 
recalls selling everything in the shop the next day.  
 
Lord Kitchenerôs Valet began as a Portobello market stall and went on to Fouberts Place off Carnaby 
Street and Piccadilly Circus. In The Book of Notting Hill Melvin Wilkinson summed it up as óa boutique that 
sold all types of Victorian military dress uniformsé typically red tunic jackets or black police capes.ô 
 
Mick Jagger and John Lennon were photographed walking up Portobello Road in ô66. As well as Beatles 
and Stones, Robert Orbach and John Paul fitted out Eric Clapton and Jimi Hendrix with Guards jackets; 
bringing about the hippy style shift from Soho mod to Portobello Victoriana.  
 
óSurfôs Upô on Portobello Road in The Beachboys in London short film by Peter Whitehead; in which 
Dennis Wilson and Al Jardine appear in an antique musical instrument shop, have a trombone duel 
outside the Princess Alexandra pub at number 95 (now the Gold), and visit Lord Kitchenerôs Valet.  
 
The antiques dealer Alan Carter recalls the red uniforms of the Chelsea Pensioners being cut up by the 
army to stop them being sold at places like Lord Kitchenerôs. He bought the scrap material and stitched it 
back together again for Annie of Georgian House Antiques at 84 Portobello Road.  
 
Bob Pandy had a market stall down the road from Lord Kitchenerôs that sold uniforms and fur coats to the 
Beatles and the Stones, where the military uniform tradition is maintained today by the stall at the 
entrance to the Portobello Green Arcade. 293 is now Hideout American classics clothes shop.  
 
The local mod Tony Sparsis recalls being at a club in Notting Hill called the Brigadier when Otis Redding 
came in with some of his band, the Barkeys, after appearing at the Tiles Club in Oxford Street. The local 
mod group, the Area (who featured the future Home Secretary Alan Johnson) practised in the Methodist 
church crypt on Lancaster Road and had a residency at the Pavilion pub on North Pole Road.  
 
Quadrophenia, the late 70s mod revival film of the Whoôs 1973 album set in the 60s, features Freston 
Road scenes. The mod gets beaten up by rockers after his scooter breaks down on The Lavender Hill 
Mob crash site, and another of the mods works at the scrapyard. The Who manager Kit Lambertôs last 
address was in Denbigh Close and Keith Moon stayed at Peter Cookôs house on Denbigh Terrace.  
 
Powis Square was founded as a pop site by Nancy Sinatra, at the time of óThese Boots are Made for 
Walkinô, when she appeared in her trademark black cap next to a Powis Square street sign with some 
local kids on the cover of her 1966 album óNancy in Londonô.  
 



Eric Clapton was living in the area when he formed Cream with Ginger Baker and Jack Bruce from the 
local Graham Bond Organisation. Eddy Grantôs Equals came together on Portland Road to first record 
their 1968 hit óBaby Come Backô.  
 
Van Morrison has stayed at Notting Hill Gate/Holland Park since the days of Them ï in spite of the lines in 
óHe Ainôt Give You Noneô on his 1967 album óBlowinô Your Mindô: óI got messed up round somewhere 
called Notting Hill Gate, I lived there for a while but I moved out, and when I moved out I was in such a 
state, Iôm never going back there... keep away from Notting Hill Gate, keep away from the Gateéô  
  

 
26 Powis Terrace site of the 1966 London Free School 

 
March 8 After the 1965 beat poetry Olympics at the Albert Hall, the next key event in British counter-
culture was the London Free School community action project. After the inaugural meeting at St Peterôs 
church hall on Elgin Avenue, the group announced that they óhoped to run some local dances, carnivals in 
the summer, playgroups for children, street theatre, and so onô in Notting Hill.  
 
The London Free School has been described as an óanarchic temporary coalitionô of housing activists from 
the Rachman days and the new beatnik/hippy generation. The former included George Clark, Richard 
Hauser, Rhaune and Jim Laslett-OôBrien, Bill Richardson, Adam Ritchie, Andre and Barbara Shervington.  
 
The hippy contingent numbered John Hopkins, Michael X, Lloyd Hunte, Pete Jenner, Joe Boyd, Andrew 
King, Michael Horovitz, John Michell, Julie Felix, Jeff Nuttall, Mike McInnerney, Graham Keen, Neil Oram, 
Dave Tomlin, Felix de Mendelsohn, Nigel Waymouth, Ron Atkins, Kate Heliczer, Harvey Matusow, RD 
Laing, Emily Young, Anjelica Huston, and Pink Floyd.  
 
óUltimately the Free School did nothing but put out a local underground newsletter and organise the 2 
Notting Hill Gate Festivals, which were, admittedly, models of exactly how the arts should operate ï 
festive, friendly, audacious, a little mad and all taking place on demolition sites, in the streets, and in a 
magnificently institutional church hall.ô Jeff Nuttall Bomb Culture 
 
In Days in the Life John Hopkins called the London Free School ña scamò and ñan idea that really 
shouldnôt be inflated with too much content, because there really wasnôt too much content.ò According to 
Pete Jenner, it was either the first ñpublic manifestation of the underground in England,ò or little more than 
ña couple of sessions in some terribly seamy rooming house of Michael Xôs.ò  
 
The first issue of the Free School newsletter The Gate reported that óthe photography group was last seen 
at a óhappeningô at the Marquee club, surrounded by people dancing around in cardboard boxes. The 
teenage group have been playing folk music and listening to Dylan records.ô  
 
The London Free School building was 26 Powis Terrace (formerly the jazz record shop and a brothel) but, 
by all accounts, not much happened there apart from band practices in Dave Tomlinôs psychedelic 
basement. The presence of Michael X is said to have scared off any actual local people. However, it was 
through him that the Free School received its first and best publicity. 
 
May 15 Rhaune Laslettôs Free School playgroup at 34 Tavistock Crescent (since demolished) was visited 
by the world heavyweight boxing champion Muhammad Ali (in the run up to his second Henry Cooper 
fight). Rhaune Laslett is to Aliôs right in the picture with the kids.  
 



 
 
Ali inevitably ended up in the Rio café at 127 Westbourne Park Road, where Michael X attempted to take 
over proceedings, causing a pre-big fight bout between himself and Frank Crichlow. After Ali retained the 
title, Michael paraded his shorts, splattered with Henry Cooperôs blood, around Notting Hill. (He later 
swapped the sporting memorabilia for John Lennonôs hair.) 
 
Michael was instrumental in founding the London Free School adventure playground on the Westway site 
demolished strip along Acklam Road. The playground was inaugurated with a Gustav Metzger auto-
destructive art performance ï the kids burning a pile of rubbish. July 30 The local kids also saw the 
England team with the World Cup on Ladbroke Grove on their way back from Wembley. 
 
ñHe was a visionary right, all this Carnival down in the Grove is down to Michael, you knowé heôs talking 
to this woman whoôs running a neighbourhood thing down on Tavistock Road, Rhaune Laslett, and they 
twos up, and that kick off from there... I ainôt say make an epitaph to him but...ò Notting Hill in the 60s 
 
The Grove Free School newsletter announced: óSeptember 1966 will be a landmark in Notting Hill. For the 
first time this century ï apart from a bank holiday entertainment that survived until the First World War ï 
Notting Hill is to have its own Fair or Fayre, as they seem to be calling it. An opening pageant, with all the 
glamour and happiness of the Mardi Gras; a week of evening entertainments at low priceséô  
 
Rhaune Laslett said the idea came to her in a vision, after she had dealt with a landlord/tenant dispute, 
ñthat we should take to the streets in song and dance, to ventilate all the pent-up frustrations born out of 
the slum conditions.ò Rhaune is described as half native-American Indian and half Russian Jew. 
 

 
 

September 18 The pageant on the Sunday featured a parade around the area consisting of a man 
dressed as Henry VIII and children as Charles Dickens characters, the London Irish girl pipers, a New 


