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Roman sarcophagus on Ladbroke Grove/Children Nuttin g by George Morland 
 
In The Napoleon of Notting Hill novel by GK Chesterton, King Auberon refuses to be drawn on “whether 
Notting Hill means Nutting Hill in allusion to the rich woods which no longer cover it, or whether it is a 
corruption of the saying Nothing ill, referring to its reputation among the ancients as an earthly paradise.”  
 
The Victorian local historian WJ Loftie thought the hill or knoll at the start of Ladbroke Grove was ‘so 
called, it can hardly be doubted, from the nut trees with which it abounded.’ 
 
200,000-10,000BC The archaeology of Kensington and Chelsea begins with axes from the Ice Age.  
 
800BC-43AD During the Iron Age trackways were cut through the dense forest. 
 
43-250 The Celtic west trackway following the route of Holland Park Avenue was upgraded to the Roman 
Great West Road to Silchester.  
 
250-410 A burial ground discovered at the southern end of Ladbroke Grove could mean there was a 
Roman villa on the Notting Hill knoll on the site of St John’s church. 
 
410-1066 The origin of the place name Notting Hill is probably Saxon but could also be Danish.  
 
In WW Skeat’s Saxon theory, the sons of Cynesige founded Chenesitun at the junction of Kensington 
High Street and Church Street, and the Cnotingas or sons of Cnotta made their stockade on Notting Hill.  
 
In the Danish theory, Kensington could be derived from Kyning’s Tun (King’s End Town) and Notting Hill 
from a camp of King Knut or Noding, the Danish term for cattle pasture.  
 
1066 After the Norman Conquest, the manor of Chenesitun passed from Edwin the Thegn of Edward the 
Confessor to Geoffrey Bishop of Coutances, and was held for him by the Norman lord Aubrey de Vere.  
 
1086 The first description of the area in The Doomesday Book is basically woods inhabited by pigs. At this 
point Chenesitun consisted of around 200 people with a herd of pigs in the northern woodland.  
 
In the reign of William Rufus, the first or second Aubrey de Vere obtained the freehold property rights to 
the feudal manor of Kensington.  
 
The manor is defined by 2 streams, the Westbourne to the east and Counter’s Creek to the west, both of 
which now run underground, Harrow Road to the north and Fulham Road to the south.  
 
Over the next few centuries, the feudal manor was gradually sub-divided into 4 mini-manors; the Abbot’s, 
Earl’s Court, West Town or the Groves, and Notting Barns.  



 
The Vere coat of arms/The second Aubrey de Vere  
 
1106 Henry I made the second Aubrey Lord Great Chamberlain of England, possibly with the barony of 
Kensington (then spelt Chensnetuna) attached to the hereditary post.  
 
1155 Earl’s Court probably acquired its name when Henry II made the third Aubrey, known as Aubrey the 
Grim, Earl of Oxford (the area could also be named after the later Earls of Holland and Warwick).  
 
There were de Veres on the crusades and at all the major battles and historical events of the middle ages. 
Thomas Macaulay called the family ‘the longest and most illustrious line of nobles that England has seen.’ 
In Laurence Gardner’s Realm of the Ring Lords they become mystical elf kings of Kensington. 
 
The de Veres were landlords of Kensington for most of the half millennium from William I to James I, so 
they probably held manorial court at Earl’s Court but by all accounts none of them lived in the manor.  
 
1215 Robert de Vere, the 3rd Earl of Oxford was one of the baron guardians of Magna Charta and a Robin 
Hood suspect.  
 
1359 The first local news story, and recorded mention of Notting Hill, came in the Patent Rolls report of a 
highway robbery at ‘Knottynghull’, by William Lovel, of a cart from Thomas de Holland, the Earl of Kent.  
 
The stretch of the road, which became Holland Park Avenue (named after the later Lord Hollands), was 
known as the Waye to Acton, the King’s Highway, North Highway, the Uxbridge Road and Oxford Road.  
 
1371 The manor of Kensington passed to another Robert de Vere, the 9th Earl of Oxford, who grew up to 
be the most hated favourite of Richard II. After falling foul of the King’s uncle, the Duke of Gloucester, he 
was banished to France, forfeiting his lands and titles – which makes him another Robin Hood suspect. 
(There’s also a theory that the 17th Earl of Oxford, Edward de Vere, was Shakespeare.) On the demise of 
Robert’s wife, Kensington passed to Henry IV.  
 
1415 Richard the 11th Earl was at the battle of Agincourt with Henry V.  
 
1420 Kensington was restored to his son John, a leading Lancastrian supporter of Henry VI in the Wars of 
the Roses.  
 
1462 John the 12th Earl lost the manor again, along with his head, when the Yorkist Edward IV prevailed. 
By then the northern sub-manor was called Notting Barns, spelt ‘Knottynges-bernes’.  
 
1476 In the area’s first notorious landlord scandal, another Duke of Gloucester (the future Richard III), in 
Tudor propaganda at least, evicted the de Vere women due to ‘his inordinate covetyze and ungodly 
dispocion.’  
 
1485 At the end of the Wars of the Roses, the de Veres were back on the winning side and Kensington 
was returned to John the 13th Earl of Oxford for service rendered on Bosworth Field.  
 
1488 The unlucky 13th Earl was fined by Henry VII for having his own private army and forced to sell off 
‘the manor of Notingbarons’ to the King’s mother, the Countess of Richmond. There was now a manor 
farmhouse by the site of the St Mark’s Road roundabout. 
 



 
Notting Barns farm in the 19 th century/Henry VIII 
 
Through the middle ages spellings of Notting Barns included Knottynges-bernes, Notingbarons, 
Notingbarns, Nottingbarons, Nuttingbarnes, Nuttyng-barnes and Nutting bars.  
 
The Notting Dale area was the site of a seasonal gypsy camp said to date back to the middle ages. 
 
1509 After the demise of the Countess of Richmond, Notting Barns went to Westminster Abbey, who 
leased the land to the City Alderman Robert Fenroper.  
 
1518 Fenroper sub-let ‘Notingbarns’ to his son-in-law Henry White, a gentlemen sheep farmer who lived at 
Westbourne Place to the east.  
 
1535 Henry White and his wife died, possibly of plague, whereupon the property rights reverted to the 
crown and Notting Hill briefly had the most notorious landlord in British history.  
 
1543 At the time of Henry VIII’s 6th marriage to Catherine Parr, Robert White was issued with notice to quit 
‘the manor of Nuttingbarnes,’ including ‘Nuttyngwood,’ in apparently fair exchange for a manor in 
Southampton.  
 
1544 Notting Barns was spelt ‘Nuttingbars’.  
 
1549 Edward VI granted the manor to William Paulet, Lord St John of Basing and Marquis of Winchester.  
 
1562 In the reign of Elizabeth I, Notting Barns passed to William Cecil, Lord Burghley.  
 
1586 Burghley made a report of a search of the area for Antony Babington and his co-conspirators in the 
pro-Mary Queen of Scots plot to assassinate Elizabeth.  
 
1599 Notting Barns was sold for £2,000 to Walter Cope, a political ally of Burghley’s son Robert Cecil, the 
Earl of Salisbury. Cope went on to acquire most of Kensington and built a house on the hill.  
 
1601 Walter Cope sold off Notting Barns for £3,400 to the alderman Henry Anderson.  
 
By the turn of the 17th century the first local pub, the Plough Inn, had appeared along the Harrow Road 
trackway.  
 
1607 The first recorded local murder was of Sir Manhood Penruddock, who was ‘slaine in Notting wood in 
fight.’ 
 
1610 Sir Baptist Hicks acquired land on the hill and built a mansion to rival ‘Cope’s Castle’ that became 
Campden House when he took the title Viscount Campden. 
 
1624 ‘Cope’s Castle’, known to him as Kensington House, became Holland House due to his son-in-law, 
Sir Henry Rich, the first Earl of Holland. The greatest style victim in local history, he began the Rich 
Holland mini-dynasty in the cavalier style that his name suggests and then went drastically out of fashion 
with the next 2 regimes as a turncoat.  
 



 
Henry Rich the first Earl of Holland/1642 Battle of  Brentford re-enactment  
 
1641 The Earl of Clarendon wrote in The History of the Rebellion that ‘the Earl of Holland in great pomp, 
returned to his house, in Kensington; where he was visited and caressed, with great application, by all the 
factious party.’ 
 
1642 At the battle of Brentford Henry Rich drew up his forces at Turnham Green to check the royalist 
advance. But then he attempted to go back to the King as the leader of the party for peace, and charged 
with Prince Rupert’s cavalry at Newbury. On his return to London, he was held under house arrest. 
 
1648 In the counter-rebellion Henry Rich appeared as a royalist general, in an attempt to raise the siege of 
Colchester which ended in ignominious defeat.  
 
1649 A month after the execution of Charles I, the first Earl of Holland was beheaded in Palace Yard. After 
which his ghost was said to haunt the Gilt Room of Holland House, drifting through the drawing room with 
head held in hand. Holland House subsequently became the New Model Army headquarters.  
 
1651 After the defeat of Charles II at Worcester, Oliver Cromwell was conducted in state along the North 
Highway (Holland Park Avenue), and he probably donated the ‘Cromwell’s Gift’ field at ‘the Gravel Pits in 
Kensington’ (Notting Hill Gate) to the Campden Charities. Canon balls and clay pipes found in the garden 
of 1 Ladbroke Square could mean there was an ambush along the road during the civil war.  
 
In the 17th century the Kensington parish registers started recording the births and deaths (often of the 
plague) of the Ilford family, who ran the Plough inns; the Arnolds of Norlands and Earl’s Court, ‘the chief 
bourgeois of old Kensington’; Notting Barns farm labourers and roadside cottage dwellers.  
 
During the Commonwealth there were up to 4 inns along the North Highway around the Kensington 
Gravel Pits (Notting Hill Gate), including another Plough. 
 
Holland House was cited as a key venue on the cavalier ‘poor players’ circuit during the puritan 
clampdown of the Commonwealth years, under the auspices of the first Lady Holland.  
 
1672 At some point in the 17th century, Notting Barns ceased to belong to the crown and became the 
property of the Andersons. However, in 1672 the mini-manor was included in the Rich Abbot’s manor of 
Kensington and Richard Anderson was down as the freeholder of 400 acres.  
 
The Restoration homage to the lord of the manor included: ‘For the commons we present Notting Hill, the 
waste by the highways and the gravel pits.’ Notting Hill Gate was then known as Kensington Gravel Pits 
and north of the road was referred to as Near Kensington Gravel Pits or the Waste by the highways. But it 
was the gravel that made the area a resort of the rich and famous. As London became increasingly 
polluted a theory developed that it was healthier to live on a gravel layer than in a clay area.  
 
The area’s fashionable appeal was confirmed after the ‘Glorious Revolution’ when William III and Mary II 
moved into Kensington Palace (spelt Kingsington on the first sketch).  
 



1705 The old court suburb was described by John Bowack in Antiquities of Middlesex as ‘a handsome and 
populous place… resorted to by persons of quality… for the pleasure of the air… and a famous spring 
much esteemed and resorted to for its medicinal virtues.’  
 
1711 The Gravel Pits Almshouses were established between Church Street and the Kensington Mall. 
 
1712 The manor of Notting Barns probably passed from the Andersons to the Talbot family. 
 
1712-13 Jonathan Swift took lodgings in the area before writing Gulliver’s Travels.  
 
1714 As George I succeeded Anne one of his new Whig government’s first unpopular acts authorised the 
collection of tolls ‘for repairing and amending the highways between Tyburn and Uxbridge.’  
 
1716 Holland House completed its political transformation from Tory to Whig when Charlotte Rich (the 
widow of the 2nd Earl of Warwick and Holland) married Joseph Addison, the Whig politician/poet who 
founded the Spectator magazine.  
 
1726 After Addison, the leasehold of Holland House was taken up by Henry Fox the Whig Paymaster 
General. The political career of Henry Fox was every bit as contradictory as that of Henry Rich. Having 
started out a Tory, he went over to the Whigs under Robert Walpole and then back to the Tories. 
 
1727 Isaac Newton died in Newton House off Church Street.  
 
Robert Walpole’s Whig government was brought to an end by a war with Spain over shipping rights. 1731 
The conflict was sparked by an incident in which a British captain Robert Jenkins, suspected of smuggling, 
had his ear torn off by the commander of a Spanish guard-ship.  
 

 
Admiral Vernon and the 1739 battle of Porto Belo  
 
1739 The highlight of ‘the war of Jenkins’ ear’ was the battle of Porto Belo in central America (now 
Panama), in which the Spanish stronghold was taken by a fleet under the command of Admiral Edward 
Vernon.   
 
1740 When news of the victory of Porto Belo reached Britain it caused much jubilation. Bonfires were lit, 
medallions struck and places named in honour of the event. Thus, according to Thomas Faulkner’s 1820 
History and Antiquities of Kensington, the local farmer (probably Abraham) Adams came up with the name 
for his farmhouse.  
 
1741 Recruitment for the British war effort in New York caused a multi-racial uprising of Africans, Irish and 
Spanish prisoners known as ‘the Slave Plot.’ (With some historical irony, in the 20th century farmer Adams’ 
land was occupied by Afro-Caribbean, Irish and Spanish communities.)  
 
1745 The Portobello farm doesn’t appear on Jon Rocque’s ‘Environs of London’ map. Where it would be, 
at the junction of an unnamed wide lane from the Gravel Pits cottages and a path, is a blank space. The 
Portobello farm lane seems to have been referred to as Green Lane.  
 



In Thomas Faulkner’s retrospective description: ‘The whole district appears to have undergone but little 
alteration, in respect to culture and division, for several ages. Although the distance from London is 
scarcely 3 miles, yet the traveller may imagine himself to be embosomed in the most sequestered part of 
the country, and nothing is heard but the notes of the lark, the linnet or the nightingale… In the midst of 
these meadows stands the manor house of Knotting Barns.’ 
 
However, the rural tranquillity was already being disturbed by a vibrant pub scene along the roads. The 
Coach and Horses and the George Inn at Notting Hill Gate were said to be haunts of highwaymen. The 
Bayswater Road stretch of the highway was described in a Turnpike Act preamble as ‘frequently infested 
in the night time with robbers and other wicked and evil-disposed persons.’  
 
1748 As a deterrent to the ‘beggars and other undesirable characters’ who lurked around the coach stop 
at the Norlands bridge over Counter’s Creek, 2 highwaymen were hanged to the south west of Shepherd’s 
Bush roundabout, which became known as Gallows Close.  
 
1749 Horace Walpole, the gothic novelist son of the first Prime Minister, wrote of being shot at by the 
highwaymen Plunket and McLean on his way back into town from Holland House.  
 
1750 As ‘the fashionable highwayman’ McLean was hanged at Tyburn, the ‘Old Kensington Notting Hill’ 
etchings depict a quaint rural scene of farmers, a country lane and a pond with a pig in the foreground.  
 
1760 North of the road, 2 large parcels of land, including Notting Wood, came into the possession of 
Richard Ladbroke, probably the son of Sir Robert Ladbroke, a City goldsmith, banker, MP and Lord Mayor 
in 1747. The next most influential name in the area, Talbot, seems to predate Ladbroke as the family 
probably acquired Notting Barns from the Andersons in the early 18th century. 
 
1763 The short-lived Notting Hill farm (along Holland Park Avenue) was let by Richard Ladbroke to the 
Hall family.  
 
1769 The Turnpike Act came into operation establishing the Kensington Gravel Pits (Notting Hill) tollgate. 
 
1781 The first ‘poor buildings’ appeared in the Norlands area after James Watson acquired 17 acres of the 
estate as a brickfield. 
 
The Arnolds’ and Greens’ Northland House was succeeded by Norland House, the military academy of 
the Prince of Wales (the future George IV). This property was acquired in 1794 by the Swiss clockmaker 
Lewis Vulliamy and became renowned for his son Benjamin’s Artesian well. 
 
1767-88 The highlights of the Letters and Journals of Lady Mary Coke, who lived at Aubrey House on 
Campden Hill, were hearing the pistol retort as a highwayman was shot on the road; a neighbour dispute 
with Mr Phillimore; and once meeting ‘women who had been working in the fields, and they talked to me 
not very civilly, I thought.’  
 

 
Holland House in the 18 th century/Lord Holland 
 
 



As Henry Fox was Paymaster General for 8 years he reputedly amassed millions for himself which he 
used to consolidate his hold on Holland House. Accused by the City of being the ‘public defaulter of 
unaccounted millions,’ he took refuge in the House of Lords as Lord Holland.  
 
Henry’s second surviving son Charles followed in his footsteps to political power as Pitt the Younger’s 
opposite number. Charles James Fox wasn’t the Napoleon of Notting Hill, but through his mentoring of his 
nephew, Stephen’s son Henry, the third Lord Holland, he inspired the British Bonaparte myth.  
 
The Foxite Whigs have been accused of being more interested in maintaining their aristocratic right to 
govern than in the modern concept of democracy. Yet the cult of Charles James Fox as intrepid champion 
of civil liberty and religious tolerance was founded in some political reality.  
 
1790s Lord Holland put his family’s liberal name in some jeopardy when he fell for Lady Elizabeth 
Webster. She was described as one of the most beautiful women of the late 18th century and also one of 
the richest – due to her inheritance of sugar plantations in Jamaica with a workforce of 500 slaves.  
 
By all accounts Lord and Lady Holland were humane and improving proprietors, who supported anti-
slavery measures against their own financial interests. Nevertheless, Holland House’s finest hour as the 
international salon of liberal politics was financed by the profits of slave labour. 
 
1795 Notting Barns farm was acquired as ‘Darby’s land’ by Abraham Adams of Portobello farm, Bright 
Hemmings and John White. The Talbot family had previously let the farm to Admiral Darby. 
 
 


