NOTTING HILL HISTORY TIMELINE
3 A TALE OF TWO CITIES LATE 19" CENTURY

Tucker6 ” Ietsguse in Kensington Potteries 1855/Charles Dickens Household Words ad

6ln the new suburbs carved out by t he kendirdahtl @owdiigas ses t
of the central areas of Victorian London, poor and squalid enclaves could frequently be found. They were
not there by acci de nGettinga lBveg im thecSiuras oMéctoram Kensmgion 1975

1850 Notting Dale was featured in the firstissueof Ch ar | e s HouseHold Wards journal. The

assistanteditorWH Wi I | s wrote: o6Iln a neighbourhood studded thi
and Notting Hill, in the parish of Kensington, is a plague spot, scarcely equalled for insalubrity by any other
in London, it is called the Pohetoaduded $nlitiesehdvels he t i me of

discontent, dirt, filth and misery are unsurpassed by anything known even in Ireland.6

As the Metropolitan LocalManagement Act established civic vestries,
up to 40,000 from less than 10,000 in 1801, and was about to quadruple again in the next 50 years.

According to the Kensington Vestry sewer committee minutes, only 7% of the 4,500 total slum population

kept pigs but it was estimated that around a quarter were casual pigkeepers. 11% were brickmakers.

The first medical officerf or Kensington, Dr Francis Godrich, found t
deplorable spots not only in Kensington but in the whole Metropolisé and s
his attempts were thwarted by local resistance ranging from physical obstruction to legal technicalities.

The Vestry itself hampered his progress to prevent the pigkeepers becoming a charge on the poor rate.

According to Ragged Homes and How to Mend Them by Mary Bayly, 6t he s hr e wdeegllmkemn ey
seems to have foreseen this evil day, and 6for the pur

leases which the peoplewere abl e to produce. d

Mary Bayly found the pigkeepers, though simple and uncouth, hard working, honest and, for the most part,
sober. But the brickmakers were another matter; describeda s 6 ¢ h i labodreys ofarlowsyped , t hey
seem to have been distinguished by their drinking capacity. Brickmaking was comparatively well paid, but

it was necessary to drink around 7 pints after work to replace body fluids.

1854 CharlesDi ckens appeared at Campden Ho ulkedlightmusé.i ng i n Wil

1855 After the Portobello New Town estate was acquired from the Talbot family by the Reverend Samuel
Walker, the centrepiece All Saints church appeared.

The first radical local hero was the Irish Chartist leader Fe ar gus O6 Connor, whGate.di ed at
Aftert rai |l bl azing the Peopl éringing @®éauntrydorthe brimk of revelutidn8h3 0 s an d
1848, Feargus lived out his days at 18 Notting Hill (now Pembridge Road). The next stage of the

revolution was to have been a rally in the Notting Hill hunting grounds of North Kensington.



Fear gus O/6darg

Fear gus @ @&mldumerabmarch to Kensal Green in 1855 was reputedly 50,000 strong. The

Kensington Gazetter e por t e d dg¢ahdastippodtérs of tieerdeceased in his early political movements
mustered in strong force at tnmemi@mtTcamuwsoﬁndblikaat .6 Nottir
hotbed of radical activity revolving around the Chartist brush shop on the corner of Church Street.

As the Duke of Wellington pub at 179 PortobelloRoad opened in the 1850mke Napol e
Louis Lucien Bonaparte moved to 118-20 Westbourne Grove (then 6-8 Norfolk Terrace), which became

known as Bonaparte Mansions. In the late 20" century the Artesian pub on Chepstow Road was renamed

the Prince Bonaparte bar in his honour.

Along Chepstow Villas on the local revolutionary tour, the blue plaque on number 39 commemorates the

stay of the exiled Hungarian 1848 leader Louis Kossuth. Across the road from him, number 52, on the

corner of Portobello Road, is the Notting Hill Dickens house: the early 20"cent ur y home of Charl
grandson, the alderman Henry and his novelist daughter Monica.

Charles Dickens is believed to have appeared at the Bijou (now the 20" Century) Theatre on the corner of
Westbourne Grove. As well as frequenting Holland House, he appeared at Campden House, the original
Notting Hill Arts Club at Moray Lodge, Kensal Lodge and Kensal Green cemetery.

Di ¢ k e n dodal conmection came a hundred years after he featured Notting Dale in Household Words,
through his grandson Henry. Inthe 1850s St James 6 &abB6deasg was bl ocked off f
notorious place ofill-f a me , No t bybulding &ess¢héendof St Cl ement 6s (Sirdar) F

In the late 19™ century the streets beyond the squarei St Kat her i neGescerit, Willans h a m)
(Kenley) and George (Bangor) i surpassedt he Potteries for o6insalubrityd as
slum. The site is now occupied by the Henry Dickens Court estate, named in honour of Charles6 s

gr ands on dGosmpevefloocal housing conditions. The blocks are named after Dickens characters

including Marley, Copperfield, Dombey, Pickwick, Dorrit, Nickleby and Oliver.

Notting Hill in the 1850s had as bad press coverage as the area would receive in the 1950s. According to

the Building News, 6t he whole estate was gwherafegwoaldcargtadwall of bur i
in that dreary desolation, with the wind howling and vagrants prowling in the speculative warnings around
themadbroke Gardens was known as 6Coffin RowWwd because

1857 6 Osome parts of the Nottinghill estates a large number of houseshave been erBuitdihgged, 6 t h
News reported, dnany of them are now fit for occupation, others are in progress, whilst on other portions

numerous buildings appear to have remained some time in carcass only, and abandoned in various

stages of advancement, apparently forwantoffunds t o compl et e them. 6

1858 Lord Shaftesbury opened the Norland and Potteries Ragged School on St James Place.

1859 Isambard Kingdom Brunel was buried at Kensal Green cemetery.



-

Latymer Road Mission Ragged School/Giuseppe Garibaldi

1860 Latymer Roadf i r st made the news with the 1860 6éDeath in e
poor womandé who suffered the worst fate that could bef
about 11 Ob6clock, she had missed nteh eo fc rtohsednapmealyp |pa ctes . adr
launched after this incident led to the founding of the Latymer Road Mission Hall and Ragged School.

The early 1860s map shows Ladbroke Grove as Ladbroke Road reaching as far as Lancaster Road, the
Potteries, the Notting Barns and Porto Bello farms, and Porto Bello Lane joining the path from Notting
Barns at the Porto Bello (now Ladbroke Grove) bridge over the Great Western Railway line. Beyond which
Kensal New Town had appeared as an industrial slum island between the railway and the canal.

The first riot in the area took place in the 1860s when Anglo-Irish animosity in Kensal developed over

political events in Italy. As British volunteers were fighting for the 1848 Italian revolutionary Giuseppe

Garibaldi, the Irish were provoked by the question,i Wh o arferyou he Pope or Gari bald
ensuing riot in Middle Row took 300 policemen to pacify in a military style operation.

Kensal was also renowned for gypsy fairs, trotting matches, and youth gang fights along the canal
towpath. Little Wormwood Scrubs, to the west, hosted Sunday morning bare-knuckle bouts and rowdy
fairs with roundabouts and drinking booths.

The rapid suburban growth of the late 19" century brought such improvements as proper roads,

pavements,sewers, t he filling in of O0the Oceand and the evict
people. As the old Dickensian slums of central London were cleared, and other poor areas demolished to

make way for railway lines, the Notting Dale area developed into a large-scale slum.

T

7 5o
4 ! S0
s

o

T

g RS - i M ﬁ’\ e ok
Gypsy Camp at Notting Dale The Queen magazine 1861 Latimer Road London Illustrated News 1879

1862-3 In the final stages of urbanisation, the Notting Dale gypsies were integrated into the community by
a combination of do-gooding and health restrictions. 50 gypsy families settled in permanent
accommodation and signed a missionary pledge to abstain from drunkenness, swearing and fortune-



telling. The sketch in The Queen magazine from 1861 of one of the last gypsy camps in Notting Dale
depicts a laid back scene of chair-bottoming and needlework.

The6gypsy streetd in Mary Place by the Potteries was de
battered caravans of all coloursé dark mem, Twiel &ilngo loff
the Notting Dale gypsies, Mesach, Thomas or Old Hearn, said to be a 90 year old veteran of the

Napoleonic wars, settled in a comfortably converted advertising van between 2 trees in Mary Place.

With the inevitable decline of pigkeeping and brickmaking, the next chief local industry became laundry
work for the folk on the hill. As the profession grew from in-house hand laundering to industrialised factory-
size steam | aundries, Notting Dale and Kenlssallandebr.e Kk nc

Accordingto Agne s Al eSomekersingbos Problems, as women became the principal wage

earnerstheareawas6i nf ested with a contemptible set of mené | o
on the Poor Laws was tetsthdwotsbls b dmd@ bBesti sr weéet §nown
poor that men move to North Kensington for the purpose

The dark forces of drink, untidiness and inactivity had arrayed against them all the philanthropic ideas of

thetime; and some new ones including t heutefandrcréeche. Thet her s é s
Salvation Army campaigned from their Norland Castle and the Temperance Society anti-drinking crusade
acquired dhowusleaslde toomn Pwhich Hecamelt hReo avdor k mends Hal l O6pub wi

The next major influx into the area was of nuns as convents were established on Pottery Lane, Ladbroke
Grove, St Charles Square and Portobello Road. The Portobello farmhouse itself made way for the Little
Sistersof the Poor old peopleds home.

Portobello Farm 1864/Ladbroke Grove railway bridge and the KPH 1866

1864 The painting of Portobello farm, shortly before its demise, shows the country lane winding its way up
the hill, with only the churches, All Saintstotheeasta nd St Peter és on Kensington P,
Campden Hill water tower for company.

The same year there was a jubilant procession through the Notting Hill tollgate across Pembridge Road as
it was opened for the last time. Soon after, the hated traffic regulation was immortalised in the Notting Hill
Gate underground railway station.

The Reverend Samuel Walkerd s p | &lhSaint$ cburch to have a spire were scrapped when he
encount er ed O p e c unAsdhe churchwasfleft lmoarded up éos6oyears, it was nicknamed
O6Wal keyodsafmdl 6 Al | Si ThesurosndingrColtilla area Mas digveloped in the 1860s.

1865 The Notting Hill Mystery novel by Charles Felix was published.

1866 The earliest local photograph features the Ladbroke Grove railway bridge and the Kensington Park
Hot el pult,radt lpeoimdan of Ibbkimgtmiich Kesarsei asigdbes today 1 but at this
point there were still hayfields beyond the railway bridge.

The Portobello farmhouse made wayforSt Josephdéds Home for the Aged, and t
Westbourne Grove became the Bijou Theatre. In Notting Dale St C1| e me nt 8chooldmSirdaop n a |
Road opened and the Blechynden Street Ragged School was expanded.



