NOTTING HILL HISTORY TIMELINE
2 ENTRANCE TO HIPP EARLY 19" CENTURY
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1841 map of Kensington by BR Davies

1801 The opening of the Paddington branch of the Grand Junction (now Union) canal alongside Harrow
Road marked the beginning of the end for rural Notting Hill.

I n the canal 6s wake came Kensal New Town and Kensal Gr
Western Railway, theshort-l i ved Hi ppodrome racecourse and the Ladbr

On the Uxbridge Road there was the less popular development of Turnpike Gate Trusts to maintain the
tollgates and lamps. The Kensington Gravel Pits gate at the start of Portobello Lane (now Pembridge
Road) was oOenlivened everxolmaclhreshy sthgepasanagaevagfonmaidl

As the Gravel Pits hamlet became a village, the first Notting Hill slum area developed by the brewery to

the east (on the site of Clanricarde Gardens) in the /
described as 6a notorious rookery known as Little Hell
Thefirst | ocal artistsd colony appeared in the Kensington

Augustus Wall Calcott, William Mulready and the musician John Calcott. Notting Hill Gate was also noted
for Guy Fawkes night bonfires and Bayswater forthe MayDance and Jack O6 the Green i

At Montpelier House (to the west of Portobello Lane), Charles Hume, the leader of the Radical party,
played host to Charles Lamb, William Hazlitt and William Godwin.

1803 Holland Park was surveyed for ordnance to resist the threat of Napoleon accepting his open
invitation to dine at Holland House.

1804 Lord Holland erected a memorial in the grounds on the spot where Lord Camelford was killed in a
duel with Captain Best.
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Notting Hill tollgate across Pembridge Road by H Oakes Jones/ The Pottery Kiln on Walmer Road

1806 The year Charles James Fox died, Lord Hollandwason t he commi ttee that framec
the abolition of the sl ave tr ad-eulturaltadtipnehpldyihgsdfiod f oundec
Caribbean, Spanish and Italian servants, to enhance the foreign image of her political salon.

As liberal hospitality was shown to politicians, poets, popular novelists, painters and princes, the never to
be matched guest list featured Byron, Dickens, Disraeli, Grey, Macaulay, Melbourne, Russell, Scott,
Sheridan, Wilberforce and William V.

1815Af t er Napol eonbts defeat at Waterl oo and banishment
Whig worthies in Holland Park appeared the Napoleon of Notting Hill by Canova.

1819 As the future queen Victoria was born at Kensington Palace, James Weller Ladbroke succeeded his
brother Cary Hampton Weller Ladbroke as landlord of the Notting Hill area north of the road. The manor of
Notting Barns was in the possession of William Talbot, who leased the Notting Barns manor house to
William Smith and the Portobello farm to William Wise.

The Norland pottery works was founded by the brickfiel
consequently became Pottery Lane. A bottle brick kiln remains on Walmer Road as a memorial to these
industrious days of suburban growth, when the soft local clay was fired into tiles, drainpipes and pots.

Another slum area began to emerge after the northern end of the Norlands estate came into the
possession of one Samuel Lake. 6The founder of the Pot
scavenger and nightman (sewage collector), previously of Tottenham Court Road.

Lake was joined by his associate Stephens, who brought along a group of pigkeepers in the process of
being evicted from Tyburn. On the site of Connaught So

establishmentd had traditionally existed on scraps froc
The Potteries appeared asacluster of shacks 6in no street in particula
along 6the public way to Notting Barnsd, on the site c

In Ragged Homes and How to Mend Them, Mary Bayly portrayed Samuel Lake as a 19" century

Rachman housingher o/ vi Il | ain, offering the pigkeepers squatter
should do as they |iked and hebéd see that nobody meddI
As George Ill and Napoleon died, North Kensington was still entirely rural and Portobello Road a barely

named pretty country path, but within the next 40 years the area would be part of London.

1821 An Act of Parliament enabled the Notting Hill building development to proceed.
1823The Commi ssioners of Sewers wereimgresadntoipd awmi tof TNhoda

estate as arranged for building thereon, the property
Grove was to be the axis of a mile in circumference circle of villas with a central garden around a church.



Thomas Allason built Linden Lodge for himself on the site of Linden Gardens. Christopher Hall leased 200

acres of o6Ladbrookdés | anddé for building purpo®es and t
Ladbroke Grove. Next up was the Notting Hill Terraceand Campden Hi I | Square. Then cam
18256 stock market crash and further building devel opn

1830s The Great Western Railway line was navigated across North Kensington and the West London line
cut al ongs &Creek tCtheuwedt.e r 6

1832 In the wake of a cholera epidemic, All Souls cemetery at Kensal Green was established between
Harrow Road and the canal.
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The Flight of the Hunted Tailor by Henry Alken Junior 1834

18346 The FIlight of thet ithigntHed |Toaidlroarwionfg Noy Henry
down the Uxbridge Road (Holl and Park Avenue) by
shooting at birds; Ladbroke Grove appears as a country lane.

Al ken
| ocal s

On James Wyl dbés odlle warp pofgrtatpehiCountry in the Vicinity
Road there was only a single row of houses called Weller Street (Ladbroke Road), the Turnpike Lane to
the Porto Belo farmhouse and | odge, aspatom t6@Grteleen sNatat

1837 Urbanisation was held up for a few more years by the Hippodrome racecourse. After 200 acres of
Ladbroke land were leased to John Whyte, the area bounded by the Portobello and Pottery lanes was
enclosed with a 7 foot fence and laid out with steeplechase, flat, and pony and trap courses.

In the Hippodrome hype of the Sporting Magazine, upon arrival at O6Kensington Gr
Gate), and descending where on t he [Igeefstwoukdfirmbefose t he t er
t h eamracing emporium more extensive and attractive than Ascot or Epsom.6

The 6Chief Entrance t o tolielo Lddé (powPembralgedéad)wtahe startfof Por
Kensington Park Road. The course seems to have been along the route of Kensington Park Road down

the hill and back along the route of Portland/Clarendon Road. The Notting Hill knoll was railed in as a
6natur al g r ahe dtablessanddéddocks weate situated alongside Pottery Lane.

0 f\a place of fashionablere sort it certainly openeadteddeébBeupndmi i ng
Sporting Magazine. 6 Spl endi d equi pages occupied the circle all
their flaunting accompani ments, covered the hill .6

But other reviews were less favourable; in one the horsesweredesc r i bed as 6éani mated dogs
there was a crowd invasion through a hole in the fence. On the morning of the first meeting locals cut
through the paling at the point where it blocked the path to Notting Barns farm. Of the 12 to 14,000 in

attendance, it was estimated that O0some thousands t hus
The éancpubl i c wayleingwsel assap gtermatvento Postery Lane, which had become
knownas 6 Cut T hForerce Glddstanealldeddi t was possi ble, and sometin
in the ditch atherihahencdutter the imhabitakts of the Potteries. The path protesters



were respectable local citizens but, as Warwick Wroth putit, 6 g i p s i gthigvespand hgwkers did not
neglect the opportunity of mingling with the nobility

John Whyte proceeded to block up the hole with clay and turf, thus provoking further community action.

0 dcal inhabitants and labourers, led by the parochial surveyor and accompanied by the policed6 mai nt ai ned
the footpath by reinstating the entrance hole and adding a northern exit. Then the first community activists

gathered on the Notting Hill grandstand to give 3 cheers for the parish of Kensington.

According to The Times correspondent, d he disputed path is one of no public utility whatever. It does not
shorten the distance to any acknowledged highway i it affords only a circuitous route to a couple of
farmhouses. It has rarely been used exceptbyafewlabour er s. 6

The path protesters were lumped in with the mob as he spluttered, with barely concealed aristocratic
indignation,of 6all the idle and outcast population of the n
vagabonds of London, a more filthy and disgusting crew than that which entered yesterday we have

seldomhad the misfortune to encounter éd

Then William 1V died, causing the cancellation of the third meeting, and the sale of the royal stud meant a
bad time in general for horse racing. Over the next 2 years, as the path protest developed into the first
great Notting Hill media controversy only a handful of meetings took place.

TheTimesreportedonthe4thmeeting:()I t is true that a | arge portion of
dirty and dissolute, to whom the disputed path affords a means of ingress; but there was still a sufficient

must er of t he g¢ay asdonglas theaoff-ecoudngsaobHKersiéagton and its neighbourhood,

backed by the redoubtable vestry of that parish, are allowed to intrude themselves into the grounds, it

would seem that a much | arger attendance of the police

As the Hippodrome races and the reign of Queen Victoria began, the name of Charles Dickens first
appeared on the Holland House guest list.

The Hippodrome 1838/ Hippodrome advert at the time of 9LFWRULDYV FRURQDWLRQ

1838 After the inauguration of the Great Western Railway line, there was another Hippodrome meeting at
the time of Queen VictobParkabs coronation fair in Hyde

The racecourse controversy featured lengthy petty sessions over the right of way and alcohol and betting
licensing, heated meetings, violent incidents, and various petitions and summonsest o Court of Ki ng ¢
Bench and Parliament.

At one point, John Whyte considered putting a subway under the course to resolve the path problem. He
promised to curtail the betting and drinking around the entrance, and offered to open the course for free
on Sundays i which only caused further protest over desecration of the Sabbath.

In the end the Notting Hill Enclosure Bill was quietly dropped, the path was established with railings and
the course extended northwards renamed the Victoria Park Hippodrome. But then, with the right of way
dispute finally resolved, a more insurmountable hurdle emerged. The clay soil made the going heavy most
of the time, causing leading jockeys to shun the course, and the training ground unusable for long periods.



