I we live that less than 24 hours after London was
celebrating it's success in securing the 2012
Olympic games, the tube and bus suicide-bombings
claimed so many innocent lives. London is justifiably
proud of the diversity of the communities, nationalities
and faiths that live in this truly international city and
our own corner of west London is no exception. Ever
since this part of the city was first developed in the
mid-nineteenth century it has attracted people from
across the world, be they Irish, Jewish, African-
Caribbean, Moroccan, Spanish or Somali, to name but
a few. Each community, nationality and faith has
enhanced the richness and culture of the area and will
continue to do so. HISTORYtalk will continue to
celebrate this rich diversity.

Inside this edition of the newsletter you will find
information and articles about HISTORYtalk's
forthcoming projects and activities. To mark the
awarding of the 2012 games to London there's an
article by Tom Vague that looks back in time to the
1908 White City Olympics, starting on page 4. We
are also interested in hearing from people with
memories of the 1948 Wembley Olympics. The
sporting theme continues on page 6 with information
on the local 60s test cricketer John Murray, and the
QPR footballer Stan Bowles. The archive feature on
page 2 looks back to the 1930s Notting Hill Carnival.
For the 60th anniversary of the end of World War 2,
HISTORYtalk has a project on the experiences of
wartime evacuees, from which on page 3 we have
Mary Wyatt's story of evacuation from Chelsea and
her return before the war ended.

‘The most famous Olympic picture of all time’ Dorando helped
across the marathon finish line at White City stadium 24/7/1908

HISTORYtalk is also delighted to announce the
return of Movers & Shakers, its popular series of
history talks about the local area during the 1960s
through to the 80s. Visit our website for details of the
line-up of Movers & Shakers 2, and our wartime
evacuees project. Finally, we are sorry to announce
that Wendy Buddin, the Reminiscence at Home
Coordinator, has left HISTORYtalk. Wendy has
worked here for over a year and a half and will be
greatly missed. We wish her the best of luck in her
new job. Nick White, Director
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