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spring in west London I’'m delighted to welcome you to

the latest edition of the HISTORYtalk newsletter.
With the warmer weather now upon us it is time to get out
and about and explore the unique history and heritage of
west London and its diverse communities. To help get you
started inside this edition you will find a FREE copy of our
‘Black Routes’ history leaflet, a self-led introductory guide to
the post-war history of the black communities of Notting Hill
and Earls Court. We also take a look at the history of the
Kelfield Garden park in north west Kensington on page 4,
and the Portabella Dock on the Grand Union Canal with its
splendid Victorian industrial architecture. However, on page 3
find out how some of this heritage could be threatened by
proposed new developments.

F ollowing closely on the heels of the arrival (at last) of

If the sun does blaze down don’t forget to wear a hat. You can
find out about the experience of one local resident who made
hats as a hobby by turning to page 6. Walking in the sunshine
(even with a hat) could generate a thirst and where better to
find refreshment than in a local public house? Many of these
establishments are steeped in history but recently a number
have closed or undergone major refurbishments. Also on
page 6 you can find out about our project on the history of
local pubs. But first, next month is the 60" anniversary of
VE Day (the end of the Second World War in Europe). You
can find out more about the HISTORYtalk project on the
experiences of wartime evacuees on page 2. Happy reading
and remember, whatever the weather, keep sending in your
articles about local history. Nick White

HISTORY REPEATS
ITSELF AT THE TAB

Sadly, at the time of going to press, a cloud
hangs over the future of the Tabernacle
community arts centre in Powis Square, the
base of the Mangrove steel band and spiritual
home of the Carnival (though not the ‘founding
place’). As Lorraine Osmond told the Kensington
News; “There’s not enough places for children to
go in the area. Without it you end up with more
kids on the street.” This historic community
resource has faced similar challenges in the past
as illustrated in our archive feature on Page 5.
Let's hope it once again overcomes its difficulties.

2 VE DAY IN NOTTING HILL/COMMUNITY NURSERY SCHOOL EVACUEES
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VE DAY IN NOTTING HILL

May 8 1945: The father of

evacuee David Dyett wrote to him
from Kensal Town: ‘Looking out of
the window we saw everybody
dragging great lumps of wood and
piling it up in the road, they were
pulling anything that would burn from
the bombed houses along the road.
As we went out about 6 we saw they
had built a big gibbet and had an
effigy of Hitler hanging on it. We
caught a bus and got off at
Shaftesbury Avenue, and the crowds
were terrific... a USA army band
started playing and the crowds were
all singing... we heard the roar of
planes, as we looked up we saw 3
Lancasters coming right over the
Circus flashing the V sign with their
lights, as they got right overhead
they dropped a lot of small red, white
and blue flares... We walked on
down Oxford Street to Marble Arch
into the park and watched people
singing and dancing then along
Edgware Road and got a trolley bus
along Harrow Road. Just as we got
home they set light to the bonfire. It
was right outside our window, and it
wasn't half some fire, people started
to come from everywhere and they
were dancing and singing round it.’

After going to Whitehall, Vere
Hodgson returned to Ladbroke Road
to conclude her war diary ‘Few Eggs
and No Oranges’; ‘Cars passed us
with people riding on the hoods and
the bonnets. Everyone was just
letting themselves go. We were glad
to get to the flat for a cup of tea.’ In

the preface to the 1999 edition Jenny
Hartley wrote; ‘For Vere Hodgson the

war undoubtedly came at first as an
excitement. She refers to ‘thrilling
experiences’ and ‘the adventures of
the night.” Always ready to volunteer
for some new training or experience,
she might find herself being bumped
down a flight of stairs as a pretend
casualty or nearly knocked out by
gas. She has been used by social
historians to express the spirit of
England; the excitement is her
positive response to the world turned
upside down, where she eats her
lunch on the battlefield and walks,
clad in her dressing gown, up
Ladbroke Road in the dawn.’

HISTORYtalk news
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NURSERY SCHOOL EVACUEES

uring our weekly classes
D on the history of

Kensington’s north west
corner, local resident Mary
Lambert has presented an album
compiled by her aunt Dr Sylvia
Ellison of photos of the North
Kensington Community Centre
Nursery School, with the following
commentary:

Dr Ellison and Dr Wemyss Robinson
had a joint practice at 104 Dalgarno
Gardens. Before she came to
Dalgarno, Dr Robinson had a practice
in Blagrove Road which was bombed
in 1940. The 2 doctors ran the Guild
of Friendship. Amongst other things
‘The Club’, as it was known, used to
put on plays at the 20th Century
Theatre in Westbourne Grove. When
I knew it, the address of the Club was
75 Lancaster Road, but before that it
had been at Blagrove Road.

Sylvia Ellison became superintendent
of the nursery school at the North
Kensington Community Centre on
Dalgarno Way in January 1936; it was
opened by Viscount Astor on
September 27 1936. For August bank
holiday 1938 the children went to

HISTORYtalk World War Two
Evacuees Project: We are compiling
stories of evacuees from Kensington
& Chelsea schools, and also those
who stayed in London as children

Oakwood, Burwash in Sussex. From
September 30 to October 4 1938—at
the time of the Munich Crisis—the
nursery school was evacuated to
Radnage Farm, Buckinghamshire,
then returned home (pictured below).
On January 19 1939 the Duke of Kent
visited the centre (pictured above).
On September 1 1939 the nursery
school was evacuated to Penn and
on September 15 it moved to
Chesham Bois Place in Amersham.
On September 26 1940 the club
house and surgery in Blagrove Road
were bombed. In 1990 | found my
aunt’s papers and looked around for
the community centre on Dalgarno
Way. On one occasion it was there—
on the next visit in 1998 it had almost
been demolished (The centre has
since been rebuilt).

during the war, for a proposed school-
based exhibition. If you were a local
child during the war please contact
the HISTORYtalk office on 020 7792
2282 for further details.
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PORTABELLA DOCK: FROM VESTRY TO VIRGIN

T he Kensington Vestry, who
were responsible for
government of St Mary Abbots
Parish, first purchased 9,500 square
feet of land from Charles Latter, the
owner of Kensal House, in 1882. Part
of this lot was used to
widen the road when
the Plough Lane
(Ladbroke Grove)
canal bridge was
rebuilt the following
year. By this time the
parish wharf, at Lots
Road on the Thames,
was unable to cope
with the volume of
rubbish being
produced by the
growing population
and an additional site
was badly needed. A
further parcel of land
adjoining the original purchase was
therefore bought in 1890 and the
present Dust Wharf constructed in
1894. The Vestry was advised by the
engineer of the Grand Junction Canal
Company, who proposed the layout
of the site and also insisted that the
towpath bridge over the new dock
entrance was built to his company’s
satisfaction. The complex included
the dock, ramps and stable block for
30 horses, with storage areas under
the ramps. The stable block was
topped by an attractive little spire,
criticised as an extravagance by one
penny-pinching vestry member.

beyond.

Refuse from the northern part of the
parish was then brought by horse and
cart, through the high level entrance
off Ladbroke Grove and tipped
through screens into barges, to be
taken for disposal to the west of
London. The empty carts left the site
down the ramp to Kensal Road.
Recycling is nothing new; in fact we
could learn from our ancestors. When
road sweepings consisted largely of
mud and horse manure farmers used
them on their fields. Much of the
household rubbish could be burnt and
at one time was sold as fuel to the
brickfields in Wood Lane. By the late
19" century, however, that area was
being built up and the pollution could
no longer be tolerated, but by then

The Vestry Wharf is an
attractive and historic group of
buildings around a canal dock,
a rare survival in a down-at-
heel corner of the Borough.
The wharf, at the corner of
Ladbroke Grove and Kensal
Road, may be familiar as part
of Virgin Records’ offices, now
joined by a footbridge to
Kensal House on the Harrow
Road. Barbara Card traces
the history of Portabella Dock
from Vestry to Virgin and

there were other brickworks further
out of London at Northolt and Hayes.
Only after sifting would the useless

rubbish be buried in tips alongside the

canal, forming a hoard for bottle
collectors a century later.

The Vestry was

prizes for good work
and for turnout at its

in 1900 Kensington
owned about 400
horses. The Royal
Borough had agreed
to investigate
mechanical traction,

but their engineer considered that the
ramps at the wharf were too steep.
Kensington sold its last working
horses in 1936. Less space was then
needed for the motorised dustcarts
and part of the site was let to private
businesses. During World War 2 the

wharf was converted into a

decontamination station and ARP
unit, with a fire fighting boat on the
canal. The spire on the stable block

was a bomb casualty.

After the war the Borough used the
wharf less, and in 1976 half of it was

let to a boat trip firm who renamed it
Portabella Dock, but the venture was

proud of its workforce
and horses and gave

annual horse parade.
After the formation of
the London Boroughs

unsuccessful and in 1983 the council
sold the freehold to Virgin Records.
Plans for a mixed development
similar to Camden Lock failed due to
lack of local interest, and Virgin soon
connected the dock to Kensal House
across the canal, to extend their office
space. A corner of the stable block
was demolished when the canal
bridge was once again widened in the
1990s, but otherwise the wharf would
have been immediately recognisable
to a worker from the 1890s. Now the
site is threatened by a property
developer, who bought the Virgin
sites two years ago, and has applied
for planning permission to replace the
stable block with a glass and steel
office block that will overpower the
canal and the surrounding historic
buildings.

Visit the area now while you can still
absorb the atmosphere of a Victorian
canal wharf.
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KELFIELD PARKLIFE: BOWLS, TEA AND TENNIS

As part of our ‘From Oxford
Gardens to the North Pole’
project, Audrey Jones has been
researching the history of Kelfield
Garden—the Methodist Church
owned piece of land behind the

shops on St Helen’s Gardens
(formerly Notting Barns Road)—
and recently presented her
findings to the Community
History course at the Positive
Age Centre on Dalgarno Way.

n April 29 1907 an agreement
O was made between William

Herbert St Quintin Esquire, of
Scampston Hall, Yorkshire, and 2
builders, Daley and Franklin of 1
Walllingford Avenue, and also with the
LCC. This was for buildings
to be erected behind 61 to
71 St Helen’s Gardens and
a passage way leading to
these buildings. The
passage way could not be
a road and the buildings
were not to be used as
dwellings, only as stabling
for horses or private motor
vehicles. The builders had
been granted a 99 year
lease on the piece of
ground south of St Quintin
Avenue, east of Wallingford
Avenue and west of St

Kelfield Garden fete in the 1930s

Helen's Gardens, at a ground rent of
£1 per annum from September 1906
paid quarterly. The lease states that it
could only be used as an ornamental
ground, for tennis, croquet, or private
recreation. It was stressed that it
could not be used for advertisement
or illegal or immoral purpose.

In 1908 the builders obtained a
licence to build a pavilion in the
ground with the licence renewable
every 3 years. The land was leased
from the builders for £310 by the
Kelfield Lawn Tennis Club Ltd in
1912, when the ground rent was still
only £1 pa. It would appear that many
of the club members were associated
with the Wesleyan Church in
Lancaster Road, and lived in the

Lancaster Road Methodist War Memorial Club bowling team

surrounding roads, and the church
was renting the ground from the
builders by 1922. The church had
collected donations for a war
memorial in memory of those
members who had lost their lives in
the war and they decided to purchase
the ground as the memorial.

In 1923 Herbert St.Quintin gave the
trustees of the memorial fund
absolute title to the land for a nominal
sum of £20. It was then to be known
as the Lancaster Road Wesleyan
Church War Memorial Athletic Club.
They had to pay the builders a total of
£458 14 shillings and borrowed £375
from the Midland Bank to do so. The
fees for the club at that time were
Gentlemen 30s, ladies £1, honorary
10s, gentlemen not connected with
the church £2 2s, ladies £1 11s 6d. In
1925 a proposal was made to place a

marble tablet in the pavilion stating
why the land had been secured as a
freehold property (still there). The first
Garden fete was held in 1933 and
was held annually for many years.

During the Second World War, play
and other activities continued as often
as conditions allowed. Members of
the forces were allowed to play for
half the visitors’ fees. On May 10
1941 the pavilion, kitchen and
cloakrooms were badly bomb
damaged. In 1949 the club was
transferred to the trustees of the
church and run by a managing body.
It was then renamed Methodist
instead of Wesleyan and so became
the Lancaster Road Methodist War
Memorial Athletic Club. 1951 saw the
installation of electricity,
and in 1954 the first woman
became tennis secretary
and joined the committee.
An annual club supper was
held with entertainment and
presentation of trophies for
tennis and bowls
tournaments. Winter
activities such as old tyme
dancing and whist drives
raised money for the
upkeep of the ground.
Tennis matches were
played against other clubs
such as Hanwell and
Surbiton in a Methodist
league and bowls matches against
other clubs including the prisoners in
Wormwood Scrubs.

During the late 60s it was becoming
increasingly difficult to keep the club
running. Church members were
finding other outlets for their
recreation, and the traditional
Saturday half-day holiday was no
longer the norm. The club ceased to
function in 1970, then a playgroup
was allowed to meet there each
weekday morning and continues to do
so. The youth club had cricket nets
for practice, girl guides and the Silver
Circle group met there at times.
Summer play schemes, firework
parties and church activities all
helped to keep the ground as a
recreational area. The playgroup now
have a secure tenancy, and the
church has use of it at other times.
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POWIS SQUARE POSTER POWER

Night Out at the Tablernacle—created
to promote the dances put on there,
list a variety of musical talents such
as Star Dust, Black Patch and
Calypso King. Bonfire night seems to
have been regularly celebrated and it
may be that one of the posters—
Together Again Make it Big—is for
the night in 1970 when the Powis
Square 8 were arrested (as the Powis
Square film ‘Performance’ opened).
There is a strong emphasis on
bonfire night entertainments for
children, and the hippy spirit of the
times is conveyed with an invitation
to dance around the fire and bring
your own instruments to play.

Prior to this deposit NKCA didn’t

hold much material directly relating
to the Tabernacle and only a small
amount concerning the Powis Square
playground to which this collection
makes a welcome enhancement.
Mike also produced work for other
local groups. There’s a poster for a
Moa Anbessa and the Mighty
Observer reggae sound-system gig at
the Tab, in aid of the Legalise
Cannabis Campaign (which was
based at 2 Blenheim Crescent). In
contrast to the simple style of the
others in the collection, this is a
rather busy poster. A montage of
smokers and speech bubbles
declaring “Lambs’ Bread Y’Know”
and “No Fussin or Fightin Here!”
Overall this collection provides an
interesting, comprehensive snap
shot of North Kensington history.
‘Whereas the violent action of the
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign
compelled the Council to capitulate
and buy the square, forcing a rapid
shift in the situation, the task of
generating adequate financing of the
square by the Council has been a
much more protracted up-hill struggle.
However, throughout the long
struggle over Powis Square, the
square itself has provided a public
forum for all kinds of community
events — for carnivals, for bonfire
parties, for housing rallies, puppet
shows and concerts, and so has
always been seen and used as

much more than a play area.’

Jan O’Malley ‘The Palitics of
Community Action’ (1977)

new collection at the North
A Kensington Community

Archive (NKCA), reviewed
by our archivist Hilary McEwan:
We have gratefully received a new
acquisition of posters from community
publisher, Mike Braybrook. The
works he’s donated concern events
around the Tabernacle and Powis
Square from the mid 1960s to the late
1980s. They chronicle the campaign
to make Powis Square a safe play
area for local children, establishing
the Tabernacle as a community
centre, and the variety of events and
entertainments that took place there.
For years they have hung attached to
coat hangers with wooden clothes
pegs in Mike's flat and are all in good
condition. Functional in style, many of
the posters are without dates as they
were for immediate use. Yet the
historic events of the area lend them
a chronology.

In the overcrowded housing
conditions of the 1960s space for
children to play in safety was virtually
non-existent. Forced to play in the
road, they inevitably had accidents
and so the local community took
action. A campaign led by local
mothers and other interested parties
eventually resulted in the successful
conversion of Powis Square gardens
into a playground. Stop! Traffic
Murdering our Children Act & Protest
and other posters like it come from
this fight. A public meeting to discuss
the implications and realisation of a
community action centre scheme
using the Talbot Tabernacle... in All
Saints’ Hall comes from another.

As history repeats itself at the
Tabernacle, back in the late 60s the
council had threatened to demolish it
altogether. Once again there was
strong local campaigning that led to
the council buying and converting the
building for use as a community
centre. However, by the 1970s its
closure looked likely, until another
community campaign was launched
to save it. Several of the posters now
at NKCA refer to that campaign. In
the late 70s and 80s the Tabernacle
became a ‘focal point for the Black
Caribbean Community in North
Kensington'. The posters—Ilike Big

HISTORYtalk archive feature

ISSUE 6
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BYGONE DAYS OF BONNETS AND BOOZERS

HISTORYtalk’s Wendy Buddin says
the most enjoyable part of her job
as Reminiscence at Home project
co-ordinator is meeting people
from all different walks of life, with
all sorts of interests. The following
piece is an extract from Miss
Kelly’s memories. Thanks to
volunteer Sarah Lee for visiting
and typing up her lifestory.
H disappeared, except for
weddings and funerals, but as
late as the 50s they were universal.
The Mad Hatter in Alice in Wonder-
land is not a unique creation. He was
one of a large group of hatters who
went off their heads if they worked for
many years with the substance that
put the shine on top hats. Everyone
wore hats: | wore a hat at home, the
only place | didn’t wear a hat was at
Oxford as an undergraduate — for
some reason we never wore hats
there. There was a slogan, ‘If you
want to get ahead, get a hat'.
Everybody, however poor, had
headgear of some kind. If you saw a
group of working men, they didn’t
have hats because they couldn’t
afford them, but they all had cloth
caps. Until the war women had to
wear hats in church. Then they were
in such short supply that Archbishop
Temple said it was unnecessary for
women to wear hats in church, and
that's continued ever since.
P around Ladbroke Grove,
you're struck by how many
public houses have been lost. Some
continue as gastro-pubs or themed
bar/restaurants, some have closed

their doors forever, and are replaced
by flats and townhouses.

ats have almost completely

ub HISTORYtalk: Looking

But what was it like to drink in the
pubs of Kensington in the 1960s, 70s
and 80s, to watch an old time music
hall show or listen to the hesitant
chords of a local beat group while
drinking Double Diamond? What of
the landlords and landladies who
plied their trade across the tops of the
bar counters, and the pub
personalities who welded a public
house into a local?

| used to make hats rather
amateurishly when we lived in the
country. When we moved to London |
really wanted to learn hat making
professionally. | found a class at the
London Adult Education Department  Specialist shops sold these items and
at Olympia a couple of miles away because | had a student card | was
from home. | had a wonderful teacher able to buy things from them which
who had worked with Simone otherwise would have been only
Mirman, who was the milliner of the  wholesale. They were very useful but
aristocracy of the time. She lost a lot | expect they've all gone out of use
of her students because she would now. | made any kind of hat, because
you could buy a shape of stiffened net
material which took the shape of the
hat you wanted to make, then you
draped the material over it.

shaped them, you could get a
complete semi-circle out of a flat
piece of material. You could also get
materials that were made of straw
one way and cotton the other.

My Mother always used to complain
that when she entertained at home,
she couldn’t wear her own hat in her
own dining room. Her friends, she felt,
outshone her because they all wore
their grand hats. She wore hats until
she became bed-ridden, | made her
dozens, | also made hats for myself. |
usually worked from my own designs.
make them redo any tiny little wrinkle They were so cheap — you could get
or mistake that they had made. But| the materials for less than £2 or you
loved her high standards. probably had some bits that you could
make up into a hat anyway. They cost
nothing really — you see them for £25
and £50 and think what a profit can
be made from them.

At the time there were specialist
shops where you could buy the
special materials necessary. You
could buy straw plait which you
sewed round and round and made
the shape of a hat, or you could buy
materials that were exceptionally
pliable so that if you steamed and

If you enjoy talking about your life
and would like a volunteer to visit

you and record your memories call
Wendy on 020 7792 2282.

HISTORYtalk is undertaking a project frequent) these premises. This
that explores the past times of pubs in research will become part of an
the area. North Kensington has internet-based pub history project.
experienced remarkable changes Material will also be housed within
over the last 40 years, particularly so HISTORYtalk’s North Kensington
in the area of public houses. The pub Community Archive.

was once as ubiquitous a presence in

the community as estate agents

appear to be today.

The project is concerned with finding

out how pubs have changed in the

experience of people who have

witnessed the changes at first hand.

To this end HISTORYtalk volunteer

Edmund O’Brien is visiting current

and former pubs in the area to look at

how they have changed over the

years and to obtain some of the views The Golborne bar/restaurant, formerly the
of people who frequent (or used to Earl of Warwick pub, under Trellick Tower
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Number 10 Murder Mystery

Dear Tom, for a long time now I've
been trying to discover exactly when
Rillington Place/Ruston Close was
demolished. A researcher from
Holland contacted me by email a
while back and said it was 1971 and
some of the evidence he provided
seemed to point in that direction. |
have an Ordnance Survey map of the
area from 1973 which has Ruston
Close marked up on it but no houses
as if the site had been demolished, so
| was surprised to read in your book
that the street was torn down in
November 1975. | got in touch with
the Kensington Central Library Local
Studies department and was told that
1975 was the last time Ruston Close
was on the Post Office records so, as
you can see, I'm completely confused
now. Did you get the 1975 date from
a local paper from the time or some
other similar source? If you could
confirm the date | would be very
grateful as it would solve a long term
mystery for me and my researcher
friend Rob. Mike Henry

The demolition in '75 story came from
the ‘Murder Case Book’ series’ ‘The
Rillington Place Murders’. The quote
reads; ‘In November 1975, 50 people
toured the house after paying 5
shillings each. By then it had been
renamed Ruston Close. Eventually
the cul-de-sac was rebuilt as Bartle
Road but without a number 10.
Between the houses numbered 9 and
11 there is now only a small garden’;
which isn’t right, so the mystery
continues. The ‘South Bank Show’
about the Ruth Rendell Christie-
inspired novel featured footage of the
house being burnt down, that | hadn’t
seen before. I'm planning to update
the local crime history soon-ish on the
website, after pop and sport.

A Hard Day’s Night

Hi Tom, came across the website
whilst looking for a bit of family
history. As a child | was brought up in
Silchester Terrace W10. Sadly no
longer there. My grandparents and
aunts and uncles all lived within a
couple of miles of each other. | now
live in Cambridge. Some of my most
vivid memories are of the music
scene from the 60s. Bob Marley and

HISTORYtalk correspondence

Notting Hill Beatles by Perry Harris

Hendrix in Portobello Road. A pork
pie and 5 bob to go and cheer and
scream at the Beatles in a Holland
Park studio during the filming of ‘A
Hard Day’s Night'. John Lennon
driving around in his paisley painted
Rolls. We used to go up to the
Cavern club in Holland Park Road to
watch the High Numbers (the Who)
on stage, then the following week it
was up to the Goldhawk club in
Shepherd’s Bush for the same.

Although we didn'’t realise it then, it
was the best time for music and
bands ever, nothing has compared to
it. There was a club in Notting Hill
called the Brigadier, seedy by today’'s
standards, mostly West Indian music
going on, we were in there one night
when Otis Redding came in with his
band the Barkeys. He had been
appearing at the Tiles club in Oxford
Street and headed down to the Gate

for some... | better not say. | shared a

coffee with him and a chat, he was
and always has been my favourite
r'n’b singer—the main man. The best
times of my life were in W10 and the
surrounding areas. Tony Sparsis

305 Portobello Headshop

A couple of people have suggested
that | get in touch with you as you
have written or are writing a book on
the hipper, musical side of Portobello.
| was the owner of the Sunflower
shop at 305 Portobello Road between
Cambridge and Oxford Gardens. It
was what was then called an
alternative shop. | sold chillums,
smoking equipment, Kandahar shirts,
incense, natural oils, Moroccan
leather bags, books by Jack Kerouac,
Herman Hesse, Aleister Crowley,
books on Buddhism, Hinduism,
Taoism, Tibetan wood-block prints,

ISSUE 6

rock posters and canvas shoulder
bags | made myself, | also sold
secondhand records. Sunflower
operated from 1971 to 1980. For the
first 2 years Friends magazine were
my upstairs neighbours and so | got
to know the guys from Hawkwind, and
Stacia, Lemmy, Mick Farren, Barney
Bubbles who designed record covers.
| was involved in a couple of court
cases related to the framing of West
Indians and the Portobello Festival in
the mid-70s. Although | couldn’t call
them friends, both Brian Eno and
David Bowie regularly visited my shop
as did a number of other musicians,
and my shop featured on the cover of
‘The Clash’ LP. Ross Grainger

305 has since been 5th Column, the
80s punky rockabilly clothes shop,
and the 90s Portobello Café which
was owned by Nick Cave and Michael
Hutchence. The last time | looked it
was Uncle’s diner. Tom Vague's
Getting It Straight In Notting Hill Gate:
The website should be illustrated—a
bit more—by now, and the first
Portobello Pop Market Guide
HISTORYtalk special—The Hippy
Years—is forthcoming.

HISTORYtalk

editor Tom Vague

intergen project Sue Snyder
reminiscence Wendy Buddin
administration Barbara Card
community archive Hilary McEwan
fundraising director Mark Roberts
programme director Nick White
contributors Eddie Adams, Mike
Braybrook, David Dyett, Omar El
Houni, Ross Grainger, Perry Harris,
Mike Henry, IT, Audrey Jones, Miss
Kelly, Kensington Central Library
Local Studies, Mary Lambert, Sarah
Lee, Edmund O’Brien, Pepper Pot
Centre, Colin Prescod, Tony Sparsis
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Black Routes around North

Kensington and Earls Court

Discover the hidden black history of
North Kensington and Earls Court
with the help of these self-led
guides. Each walk highlights some
of the key places and events that
shaped black people’s experience
of life in the Royal Borough of
Kensington & Chelsea in the
second half of the 20th Century.
Free inside.

HISTORYtalk, registered as
Kensington & Chelsea Community
History Group, was founded in 1989
to encourage people of all ages and
backgrounds to study, understand
and contribute to the history of the
local area and its varied
communities. Our projects are
designed to build bridges between
people of different backgrounds and
generations, encouraging joint
learning and communication as an
aid to understanding both the past
and the present.

The views and opinions of
contributors do not necessarily
represent those of HISTORYtalk.
For further information visit the
website—details below.

HISTORYtalk events

WINDRUSH

Irish connections in Montserrat

At the Windrush Memories sessions
at the Pepper Pot Centre, members
have been sharing their knowledge of
the many different islands in the
Caribbean. We recently looked at the
history of Montserrat, hit by a
devastating volcano eruption in 1995,
and discovered strong historical links
with Ireland. In the 17" Century, the
island became a refuge for dissident
catholics from Ireland and British
colonies such as Virginia. The Irish
link continues with many
Montserratians having Irish surnames
and St Patrick’s Day celebrated as a

ISSUE 6

MEMORIES

national holiday. When Pepper Pot
member Florence got up and
demonstrated the national dance of
the island, called the Bam Chick-Lay,
the other members all agreed that it
was just like an Irish jig.

Next term will feature Barbados (April
13), Trinidad (May 4) and Jamaica
(June 8). See you there, at the
Pepper Pot Day Centre, 1 Thorpe
Close W10, 1.45-3.15pm.

Gloucester Court Reminiscence
Group has a new tutor Maggie Tyler.
Watch this space for more details.

LITTLE MOROCCO

Omar El Houni is currently
researching a documentary entitled
‘Little Morocco’. His film will
concentrate on the first and second
generations of Moroccans who came
to London in the 1970s and 80s and

settled in Golborne. He says this is an

exciting opportunity for all Moroccans
to take part in, to show their positive
contribution to British society and
highlight their success stories in all
walks of life. Omar can be contacted

by email elhouni5@hotmail.com. In
the next issue of HISTORYtalk we will
feature some of his images and
stories from the project. For learning
resources about Morocco go to www.
historytalk.org/resources

Other forthcoming HISTORYtalk
features include: The De Vere
Timelords of the Manor, 1930s
Latimer Road shopping guide, World
War 2 evacuee stories and pubs.

Forthcoming HISTORYtalk events

It Starts In The Park Holland Park History walks and talks May 25 and
June 22 2-4pm—meet in the park outside the café (south side) £3.50/
£2.50 HISTORYtalk members. Call RBKC Parks on 020 7471 9813

From Oxford Gardens to the North Pole—Remembering and
Recording North Kensington Mondays 10.30am-12.30pm at the
Positive Age Centre, Dalgarno Way off Dalgarno Gardens W10

Do you want to record a little bit of knowledge you have about the
area, maybe about where you live or grew up, maybe about a building
or how people lived? Do you want to find out more about this area? Do
you want to have a chance to learn how to use a computer? If your
answer is yes to just one of the above, come and take part in an
exciting new project recording the history of this area of North
Kensington. Call Sue Snyder on 020 7792 2282

Spanish Memories Group All welcome to come and share memories
of Spain—meetings 1.30-3.30pm Fridays at 240 Lancaster Road.
Contact Lala Isla on 020 7249 2820

HISTORYtalk 240 Lancaster Road W11 4AH
phone 020 7792 2282 fax 020 7792 4426 email info@historytalk.org web www.historytalk.org



