
4 TALES FROM THE 
LANCASTER CRYPT 
and other local hippy hap-
penings, featuring Hawk-
wind and Quintessence,  
by Dave Russell 

5 LONDON CALLING 
THE CLASH Olympic 
bid re-mix plus historytalk 
about Notting Hill in the 
50s/the Taberers/Silchester 
Baths and Mas & Mayhem 

Community History Newsletter Issue 4 November 2004                                                                              

A very warm welcome to ou r fourth  
newsletter. As you may have noticed 

Kensington & Chelsea Community History 
Group h as changed its name to HISTORY-
talk. The new name came into effect in  
August and was introdu ced to reflect our 
expanding scope of activities outside of the 
Royal Borough o f Kensington and Chelsea, 
as well as to ass ist wi th ou r fund raising  
activities. However, we remain legally  
registered as the Kensington & Chelsea 
Community History Group with the Charity 
Commiss ion. 
 
To coincide with the launch of the new name we are  
also developing a new website www.historytalk.org  
The new site is online but is currently still being worked 
upon. We hope to have it fully developed within the next 
two months. Our telephone number and address remain 
the same. We have had a busy few months. The Mas  
& Mayhem live exhibition of Stories of the Notting Hill  
Carnival is gearing up for its public launch at the  
Tabernacle Arts Centre on November 12. Full details can 
be found on the back page. October also saw the launch 

of our Black History Month activities. A report of these events can be found inside and on our website. We have 
also produced a guided walks leaflet, called Black Routes, focusing on North Kensington and Earl’s Court.  
 
The Reminiscence at Home scheme remains very popular and we will be arranging additional training dates for 
potential volunteers in the near future. Can I thank everyone who has sent in articles for publication in the news-
letter. Please do keep them coming. The newsletter is an opportunity for you to have your say about local history. 
Finally, I apologise for the delay in getting this issue of the newsletter out to you. Unfortunately, we had major 
computer problems which delayed production of this edition. Nick White, HISTORYtalk Programme Director 
 

2 BLACK ROUTES 
OF KENSINGTON 
Black Hidden History and 
Heritage—political activism 
and  ‘jamming’ sessions by 
Sue Snyder 

 

HISTORYtalk is registered as Kensington and Chelsea Community History Group registered charity no 801068 

3 WORLD WAR 
TWO EVACUATION  
Exodus in Operation Pied 
Piper, and return as the 
V1 and V2 attacks began, 
by John Hughes 

Ivan Weekes Black History Month talk 2004 

HISTORYtalk  



The borough ’s theme for 
Black History month this 
year was the Black Hidden 
History of Kensington & 
Chelsea. Following the 
popu larity of the Movers 
& Shakers series of talks 
earlier this year, 
HISTORYtalk organ-
ised three events at 
different locations 
in North Kensington 
and Earl’s Court. 
 

C olin Prescod 
launched the season 

at the Venture Centre, on 
Wornington Road, with a 
screening of a film he 
made in 1982 ‘From 
When You Were Black—
You Were Out’. Featured 
in the film are some 
locations crucial to the 
history of the black 
community in Notting Hill, 
such as Totobag's Café  
on Blenheim Crescent, the 
Metro Youth Club on Tavis-
tock Road, Back-a-Yard café on 
Portobello, and Grassroots book-
shop on Golborne Road.  
 
The second event was a talk  by 
Ivan Weekes on the housing con-
ditions of the black community in 

the 1950s and 60s. The third event 
took place in the Coleherne  pub, 
on Old Brompton Road in Earl's 
Court, where 60s jazz musicians 
like Sterling Betancourt (in the hat) 
and Russell Henderson (to his left) 
would gather for Sunday lunchtime 
jamming sessions. 

At the same time, in nearby 
Collingham Gardens, the West In-
dian Students Association Centre, 
the Committee of Afro-Asian and 
Caribbean Organisations, and Af-
rica House provided venues for so-
cial and political activities. 

“We were very much part of what 
was taking place in America. So 
that, in that period of Black Power, 
you had the Black Consciousness 
period, where our roots, and every 
thing around us, we felt, had to be 
like that… the West Indian Student 
Centre was a very active place. It 

wasn’t just for students, it 
was workers as well… Af-
rica House was where we 
congregated, and then, of 
course, the West Indian 
Student Centre became 
the hot bed for Caribbean 
politics. So Stokeley 
(Carmichael) and Malcolm 
(X), they all came… It was 
just a redefining, re-
asserting of one’s self.” 
Jessica Huntley, quoted in 
‘Windrush’, by Mike and 
Trevor Phillips. 
  
HISTORYtalk has pro-
duced display boards on 
black history, that can be 
displayed in schools or at 
community events at any 
time during the year, add-
ing to a local history series 
we have already produced.  

These along with leaflets mapping 
out self-led black history walks 
around the borough will ensure 
that there is a lasting impact. A 
copy of the leaflet Black Routes in 
Kensington & Chelsea will be in 
the next newsletter. Sue Snyder  

Volunteers are urgently 
needed for the following: 
 
Management Committee Mem-
bers—If you would like to get 
more involved with the running of 
HISTORYtalk, helping us to plan 
and develop our activities, we 
would love to hear from you. We 
are particularly interested in hear-
ing from anyone with some experi-
ence of the following: running 
small organisations, finance, busi-
ness planning, fundraising and 
marketing.  
 
 

HISTORYtalk needs you! 
 
HISTORYtalk relies heavily 
on volunteers to und ertake 
many of its ac tivities. At 
present we are looking for 
new volunteers to help us 
to deliver our projects and 
to suppo rt the organisa-
tion. If you think that you 
might be able to help out 
with any of the following 
please contact Nick White 
on 020 7792 2282 or email 
nwhite@kcchg.org  

Founded in 1989 and registered 
as Kensington & Chelsea Commu-
nity History Group, HISTORYtalk 
encourages people of all ages and 
backgrounds to study, understand 
and contribute to the history of the 
local area and its varied communi-
ties. Its projects are designed to 
build bridges between people of 
different backgrounds and genera-
tions, encouraging joint learning 
and communication as an aid to 
understanding both the past and 
the present. For further informa-
tion visit the website. The views 
and opinions of contributors do not 
necessarily represent those of 
HISTORYtalk 

BLACK ROUTES OF KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 
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Outside the Coleherne pub on Old Brompton Road in 
Earl’s Court in the 60s. Here Darcus Howe recalled 
 ‘a tentative all iance with the gay movement.’  
(pho tograph lent by Sterling Betancourt) 



Approaching the 
60th anniversary of 
the Lancaster Road 
V2— on December 
12—John Hugh es 
recalls World War 
Two evacuation, in 
Operation Pied 
Piper, and h is return 
at the time of the V1 
and V2 attacks. 

E arly in the morning of 
Saturday September 2 

1939, my mother took my 
sister Barbara age 8, my 
brother Len age 4, and me 
age 6, to a reception area 
in Oxford Gardens School 
W10. As rehearsed we 
carried our gas masks, 
change of clothing and 
food for the journey. We 
were all labelled and 
divided into groups. 
Parents were not allowed 
to travel with children and 
destinations were secret. 
Teachers supervised and 
cared for the evacuees. 
People lined the roads lead-
ing to the railway stations  
and watched in grim silence 
as the children were led 
away. Some of the evacuees were 
excited and curious, others were 
sad and bewildered. There was no 
opportunity to say goodbye. 
 
During that weekend 3,500,000 
mainly school children were taken 
from cities and towns that were 
seen as likely targets for enemy 
bombers. Evacuation was volun-
tary but billeting was compulsory. 
If you had spare accommodation 
you had to take evacuees. Buses 
took us to Paddington Station 
where we boarded trains. We  
arrived at Devizes tired, dirty and 
confused, and some desperately 
unhappy young children were 
clutching tightly to even younger 
brothers and sisters. In Devizes 
the billeting officers split us into 
smaller groups. We were given 
food and drink and sent by bus to 

various villages, where we were 
examined and chosen (I will take 
that one) by those who had spare 
accommodation. 
 
Before leaving London our mother 
told us to stay together, this 
caused problems as very few were 
willing to take 3 evacuees. There-
fore we were the last to be allo-
cated from Woodborough School. 
Then a lady, Mrs Lloyd from 
Beechingstoke, agreed to take the 
3 of us. We walked to the Lloyds' 
house where we met Mr Lloyd and 
their son Stephen. The house had 
no running water, only a deep well, 
no electric lighting, only oil lamps, 
and the toilet was an earth closet. 
My main memory of this time is of 
a very strict upbringing, regular 
church attendance and country 
walks. Our first day at school was 

a disaster. The headmis-
tress was not prepared 
for such a large number 
of evacuees. The school 
was very small and the 
pupils ranged in age 
from 4 to 14 years. Ex-
cept for a few bombs 
which landed around the 
village, and aeroplanes 
crash landing, life went 
on quite happily. Mr 
Lloyd taught me to ride a 
bicycle which was very 
useful and I won a prize 
for a poster competition 
in Warship Week. Then 
my mother decided that 
we should return to Lon-
don to continue our edu-
cation. Although the war 
was still on in 1944 
things were much quieter 
and we did get back to 
full time education. 
 
John Hughes reports a 
get-together of 20 plus 
North Kensington evacu-
ees who went to villages 
around Devizes in Wilt-
shire and Frome in Som-
erset, from Oxford Gar-
dens School and re-
turned to W10/11 when 
the war ended. Although 

they now live worldwide the group 
still keep in touch and would like to 
hear from any other evacuees 
from Oxford Gardens. John can be 
contacted on 01793 693 938. 

EXODUS: WORLD WAR TWO EVACUATION 
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Evacuee at Paddington, September 1939, by Hargrave 
Hands. The safety-pinned label on his jacket reads;  
John Smith, 126 Bramley Road, North Kensington W10 
Ð Oxford Gardens Schoo l. The small l unch bag in h is 
right hand is labelled; B. Biggs, family butcher, 69 
Bramley Road. 

‘A terr ific explosion rent the 
air… Windo ws seemed to bulge 
in—whole hou se shook from 
stem to stern. It was close… 
We learned it was the end o f 
Lancaster Road. Streets full of 
people. Poor old women with 
hair down their backs... 2 of our 
friends held torches for the 
rescuers until the mobile 
searchlights arrived. It is all 
poo r property down there and 
the devastation is terrific.’  
Vere Hodg son, ‘Few Eggs and 
No Oranges’ (Persephone) 



T he Arts & Community Centre 
Notting Hill (ACCN) was in 

existence from September 1967 until 
approximately) July 1972. It was 
founded by Carlyle Reedy, American 
poetess, painter, and radical 
experimenter in the visual and 
performing arts. Carlyle responded to 
a suggestion by Don Van Voorhis, 
also an American, then a key figure 
in the Notting Hill Ecumenical 
Council, that it would be a good idea 
to found an arts project in North 
Kensington, an area of great cultural 
diversity, but in many ways without 
proper opportunity to express this 
diversity. ACCN held its events in the 
Notting Hill Ecumenical Centre, 
Denbigh Road, W11, at the Ladbroke 
Hotel, off Ladbroke Grove, and in the 
Crypt of the North Kensington 
Methodist Church (beneath the 
HISTORYtalk office). The events 
included dance, drama, film, action 

painting, improvised dramas 
(including what came to be 
described as ©happenings©), and 
music of all kinds, classical, jazz, 
rock, folk, experimental, etc. 
 
In contemporary parlance, the 
Centre covered ©areas of social 
need©, and in terms of participants, it 
gave a voice and a platform to those 
who, in conventional terms, were 
unestablished and unrecognised. To 
quote a contemporary article: "All the 
Crypt needs is people. It does not 
vitally need money. If it was money 
we were after, the atmosphere 
would die because people would feel 
they had to get something for their 
money. We want them to give in 
terms of their involvement. If 
someone gets up and expresses 
something with his body because of 
involvement with what is going on, 
and if the atmosphere of the 

situation is open to that kind of 
reaction then that©s great; we would 
then have succeeded in our aim.”  
ACCN was seminal and radical. It 
broke down vast numbers of 
barriers; and brought about crucial 
changes in attitudes to artistic 
expression. Many of those who 
were ©launched© there became well-
known, particularly in the areas of 
free-form jazz, especially The 
People Band, prog rock; The Pink 
Floyd, Hawkwind, Quintessence, as 
well as experimental music, like 
Cornelius Cardew©s AMM and the 
Scratch Orchestra.  
 
For any really radical impact and 
penetration, for open, experimental 
arts to get going, an American input 
was essential. Happily, this influx 
came in the middle and late 60s, 
enhanced by ©draft dodgers© in 
protest against the Vietnam war. 
There was also plenty of fun and 
humour. Outstanding among these 
contributions were the dazzling 
performances of Ron Geesin, 
singer, poet, raconteur and sound 
engineer (who worked with the 
record production of many jazz and 
rock performers featured in ACCN 
programmes), and those of poet/
comedian Martin Besserman, well-
known today on the festival circuit. 
Through ACCN©s programme, I had 
extensive contact with The People 
Band. This utterly anarchic and 
superbly creative free-form jazz 
group originated in association with 
The People Show theatre, largely 
inspired by the late Jeff Nuttall.  
 
My first publication, ‘Exacting 
Modality of the World Web' was 
brought about through ACCN. There 
was a poetry and music concert at 
the Crypt, featuring Christopher 
Logue, Michael Horovitz, Pete 
Brown, and several others. I got a 
floor spot on this evening, and read 
out my speculative fantasy piece 
called ‘Brainwash Reverie', a mock 
town-planning manifesto for the 
super-city of the future. Christopher 
Logue approached me at the end of 
the evening, and a selection of my 
work was accepted by Caf� Books. 

Tales from the Lancas ter Road Crypt 
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‘The Crypt, 242 Lancaster Road  
W11 music/poetry/theatre every 
Wednesday 2/6 8pm' IT 1969 / 
‘Poetry Readings—The Ladbroke 
Hotel, Talbot Grove W11, jazz/
poetry/music every Wednesday 8-
11pm 2/6, 7 Denby (sic) Road W11, 
all welcome to workshop every  
Friday 8pm organised by Carlyle 
Reedy' Time Out 1 1968 / ‘Skinheads 
Threat to Mini-Pop Festival—But  
police deal effectively with bovver 
boys' West London Observer 27/8/70  

The 1970 Crypt folk c lub 
festival, on Wormwood 
Scrubs, featured Hawkwind 
(pictured above), Quiver, 
Keith Christmas, James 
Metzner and h is Antelope 
Band, etc. Here another 
‘Wormstock' veteran, Dave 
Russe ll , tells his tales from 
the Crypt, and o ther hippy 
happenings in Nott ing Hill . 



 

On the 25th anniversary of 
the release of the greatest 
local album of them all , 
Peter Wrieden writes from 
San Diego, Cali fornia, of his 
‘Clash tour of London ' 

W hen I was lucky enough to 
travel to London for the first 

time in 2002 (right before Joe 
Strummer sadly passed away), my 
wife and I stayed at Lancaster Gate, 
just by chance. And for me what a 
great pleasure it was to be in walking 
distance of all these mythical places 
that I had only heard and read about 
since I was a teenager. She started 
calling our trip the `Clash tour of 
London'. First day we walked from 
Paddington Station to our hotel, had 
a nap and in the evening walked to 
the 100 Club (my wife was not too 
happy in that it was quite a walk). 

Next day we walked down to 
Portobello Road—and I was in awe 
'cause I knew this is where the Clash 
spent hours and had met one 
another. I shopped at Rough Trade, 
as well as a great independent store 
Intoxica—filling my bags with 
compilations, vinyl and other odds 
and ends. I was struck by how large 
the open market for food was and 
the fact that there were things like 
avocados for sale (not your typical 
British food fare). I was very intent to 
find the Westway—hoping to see the 
towerblock where Mick Jones lived 
and the Clash spent time looking out 
over the Westway for inspiration for 
their songs. We made it to the end of 
Portobello Road (well, the end for 
me anyway) and there it was—the 
Westway—it looked very much like 
any freeway overpass we have here 
in the States—I was hoping to find 
the pillar underneath painted with 
The Clash but no luck. Although did 
find a great picture of Che Guevara 
painted way up on the Westway and 
took my picture in front of it. 

I crossed under the Westway into 
what seemed to be a different place 
all together—no more market and a 
little rougher neighbourhood. I felt it 
necessary to retreat to my Lancaster 

Gate hotel, dreaming of the Clash 
and all the characters that may have 
or still do run the streets there. 
Thinking of the famous Notting Hill 
riots of 1976, West Indian music, 
towerblocks, music in general (found 
lots of rockabilly stuff in both stores 
that I visited—thanks for your history 
of the Teddy boys). Hoping that in 
the next few days I could find some 
of the squats the Clash lived in and 
hopefully have a drink at the famous 
Elgin where the 101ers had played.  

After a few days of doing the tourist 
thing for my wife (she was at the end 
of her Clash tour of London after 
Day 1), I was recharged to find the 
Elgin. I asked a cab driver to take 
me to Ladbroke Grove and to drop 
me off, my wife and I was gonna 
have dinner and walk the street. He 
politely declined and said we 
shouldn't be out walking these 
streets at night. Maybe he got a tip 
for taking us to a restaurant he 
picked for us, who knows, but I 
never found the famous Elgin. 
Although I will say I was struck by 
how beautiful some of the homes 
were—large estate type—all white—
some with pillars and most with 
downstairs apartments. I kept 
thinking—The Clash just broke into 
these homes—hooked up electricity 
themselves and started playing 
rock'n'roll in the basement— 
amazing! Being from the States—
I've never seen rows of apartments 
(flats I guess) that looked like 
these—they looked as if they were 
built for royalty or something. How is 
it that these were at one time squats 
and homes inhabited by immigrants? 

See London Psychogeography 
(available from HISTORYtalk), and 
chapters 4-7 of Tom Vague's pop 
historyÐ now up on www.historytalk.
org featuring Hendrix, Hawkwind, 
Motörhead, more Clash, Pistols, 
Aswad, Bob Marley and the Wailers. 

`Paddington, Notting Hill and North 
Kensington have a rich cultural 
tradition, embracing not just the 
greatest rock band of the 1970s and 
80s, but pop, jazz, reggae and all its 
antecedents and variations. I am 
forever indebted to Getting It Straight 
In Notting Hill Gate, Tom Vague's 
pop history on the Kensington 
History website for the knowledge 
that Eric Clapton formed Cream 
when he was living in Ladbroke 
Grove (etc)¼ the truth is that we do 
not commemorate or celebrate this 
aspect of local history and urban 
culture nearly enough.' Karen Buck, 
Regent's Park and Kensington North 
Labour MP, Kensington News, `View 
from the House' 19/8/2004 

LONDON CALLING Olympic b id re-mix 
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`Who'd have thought it! All those 
London boroughs paying through 
the nose for marketing consultants 
to burnish their image in time for 
the Olympic bid, and 4 blokes from 
the mean streets of Ladbroke 
Grove rescue Bel Mooney's 
Maltese dog and pull off a PR coup 
on behalf of their manor.' Karen 
Daniel, letter to the Standard 
4/10/2004 

To celebrate Dorando's marathon, 
the standing long jump, etcÐ if not 
the USA v GB clash over judging 
irregularitiesÐ that happened here, 
Tom Vague will soon be launching 
the 1908 LondonÐ White City 
Olympics centenary project (also 
encompassing the rest of the area's 
sporting history). 



PAINT IT BLACK? 
 
The original streets of Lancaster 
West were condemned by Colin 
MacInnes, in `Absolute Beginners', 
as `the sinisterest highways in our 
city. Well, just listen to their names; 
Blechynden, Silchester, Walmer, 
Testerton and BramleyÐ can't you 
just smell them... and there's only 
one thing to do with them, absolutely 
one, which is to pull them down till 
not a one's left standing up.'  

Dear Sir, I read the article Lancaster 
West Side Story in your Community 
History Newsletter, but did not like 
the wording `can't you just smell 
them', referring to the streets 
Blechynden, Silchester, Walmer, 
Testerton and Bramley. I was born 
and bred in Walmer Road, born in 
the same house as my 2 brothers 
and my mother. The houses may 
have been old and we may not have 
had all the mod cons of today, but 
the houses were kept very clean, as 
were the people who lived in them.  
 
Often 3 and sometimes 4 
generations would live literally a 
stone's throw from each other. There 
was a great sense of family values 
and community spirit. My great-
grandmother lived to the age of 98, 
with all of her faculties, and her 3 
daughters lived to their mid-80s. We 
were well fed and most probably 
healthier than people of today, even 
though we did not have a bathroom. 
People were much more friendly in 
those days, most probably because 
everyone knew one another's 
families for years. No one was ever 
mugged in Walmer Road when I 
lived there. I would be interested to 
know when Saqib Madni and 

yourself moved into the area, or 
were you born there? Did either of 
you know the area before the West 
Cross Route cut through and 
destroyed whole communities? I 
hope you will print this letter in your 
next newsletter to show people that 
the area was not as bad as your 
article painted. Carol Anne Watson 
 
Apologies for causing offence. My 
intention in using the quote from 
`Absolute Beginners' was to show 
that Lancaster West Estate isn't as 
bad as Saq portrayed it in his 
original version of the story. But 
MacInnes's description of 50s 
`Rotting Hill' (the title of the 
Wyndham Lewis book of the time) 
gets a fair bit worse and is 
corroborated by police and press 
reports, and other firsthand 
accounts. PC Bob Davis, in `Beyond 
the Mother Country: West Indians 
and the Notting Hill White Riots', 
recalling the pre-West Indian 
`mushroom clubs' of Notting Dale; 
“They caused real disturbances, 
there were fights and God knows 
what going on till 4 or 5 in the 
morning, until we eventually got to 
grips with them¼ The crime we had 
around here then was a lot more 
violent than today...” 
 
At the same time, Colin MacInnes 
celebrated the area's good sideÐ the 
sense of community, humour, 
freedom, and independence. A 
hundred years ago, Bangor Street, in 
the Notting Dale `Special Area' (on 
the site of Henry Dickens Court), 
was described as a `criminal and 
irreclaimable area'. But locals 
remembered it as a happy, close, 
and clean community. All Saints 
Road, the Bangor Street of the 
1980s, is remembered by some as a 
vibrant exciting neighbourhood, by 
othersÐ mostly policeÐ as a den of 
iniquity/warzone. I have to admit I'm 
not a proper local. The nearest I got 
to the construction of the Westway/
West Cross Route was visiting my 
great-aunts in Stamford Brook. But 
I've lived in the area for 20 years, the 
first few off Bramley RoadÐ under 
what would now be considered not 
very hygienic conditions. Saq is even 
less of a local than me but deserves 
honorary status for going through the 
Lancaster West archive. Tom Vague 

THE TABERER FAMILY 
 
`Looking Back' was received 
gratefully as my husband knew 
Nobby Buckingham and he had 
mentioned “his book”. I have been 
researching the Taberer family tree 
and have found some lost family and 
we were able to have a reunion last 
year which was great. I wonder if 
you have come across anyone in 
your research who knows anything 
of this family, or indeed, if you have 
a help noticeboard within your group. 
In the hope that you may have such 
a noticeboard I have enclosed a 
copy of a request that I have also 
sent to the West Middlesex Family 
History Society for inclusion in their 
journal. Thank you in anticipation for 
your help in this matter. 

The Taberers moved to Notting Hill 
from Islington in the early 1900s. 
Originally they came from Nuneaton. 
I would be grateful to hear from 
anyone who knows of the Taberer 
family or the Greenwoods, who 
married into the family and are also 
doing some research. I particularly 
would like to know of any information 
about Valentine Taberer, bootmaker, 
who is mentioned in the Black Sheep 
Index after an altercation with Emma 
Kendall in the 1880/90s. Also, of his 
wife Emily Durnell who later married 
a chap with the surname of Jeans, 
as Valentine died in 1913 of a chest 
complaint on the same day as his 18 
month old daughter Ada. Emily had 
a flower stall on Westbourne Grove. 
Julie Taberer jtaberer@supanet.com 

Testerton Street as it appeared in the 
film ‘Leo The Last' in 1969 
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From ‘Loo king Back ', featuring 
Nobby Buck ingh am on d rinking in 
the Dale; “ My grandfather, years ago, 
used to sit outside his shop. The pub 
was nextdoor, mind you, and h e used 
to have a barrel of beer... I used to sit 
on what they used to call the high 
step by the Devil' s Alley…”  



HISTORYTALK 
 
Wendy Budd in introdu ces her 
Reminiscence at Home Project 
with HISTORYtalk of the Bli tz, 
Brigitte Bardot, Sidney Poitier, 
spying and Islamic art. Pictured 
above is one of the partici-
pantsÐ not WendyÐ posing for 
her grandp arents' Christmas 
present in the 1930s. 
 

T ake another look at that older 
person sitting next to you on 

the bus or opposite you at the doc-
tor's, look beyond the grey hair 
and the `lived-in' features for that 
person has lived an extra-ordinary 
life. Volunteers with the project 
have heard the most amazing sto-
ries; stories of childhood, of fami-
lies large and small, of loss and 
courage, of lives well-lived. In the 
following editions of the HISTORY-
talk newsletter we will publish 
some of those stories. But for now 
let's introduce our participants. 
 
There is a generation between our 
oldest and youngest participant; 
Mrs W is 98 and Ms C who, at 69, 
is nearly thirty years her junior. 
Two of our older ladies lost their 
fathers in France during World 
War 1 whilst the 1939-45 war hit 
our families even harder. One  
Polish lady has a harrowing story 
to tell of being uprooted from her 
homeland as a young girl and 
transported to Siberia. A London-

born lady in her 90s tells of how her 
husband was so devastated by the 
experience of dealing with the after-
math of the Blitz as a policeman that 
he volunteered to join the airforce, 
only to lose his life in a bombing raid 
which had no fighter-plane protec-
tion. Many others lost friends and 
loved-ones in the conflict. But don't 
get the impression that our visits are 
sad occasions where bad memories 
are dragged up unwillingly. The ses-
sions are greatly anticipated and en-
joyed by both volunteers and partici-
pants. Yes, some people have ex-
perienced great sadness in their 
lives but there is generally a sense 
of achievement, a sense of having 
led a good life and of fighting back 
against whatever life threw at them. 
 
Many of our participants have the 
most vivid memories of episodes in 
their childhood and they come from 
a wide range of backgrounds; very 
few were born and bred in the Ken-
sington and Chelsea area. One lady 
was born on the island of Reunion in 
the Indian Ocean and several partici-
pants grew up in the West Indies. 
One man grew up in Athens, the son 
of an English spy and a Greek 
woman. Another was born into a 
family of ten children on a farm in 
Ireland. Several people from large 
families are the last ones left of their 
generation and have fond memories 
of their lost siblings. 
 
As you might expect with this diverse 
group of people their occupations 
have been equally varied: we've met 
several pub owners and workers, 
civil servants, a journalist, a court 
dressmaker, a cat-sitter, an actress 
who worked with Brigitte Bardot and 
a director's assistant who worked 
with Sidney Poitier. One lady de-
signed camouflage for buildings dur-
ing World War 2 and another read 
German mail whilst posted in the Ba-
hamas. Two of our participants have 
lectured and published books on art; 
one is an expert on 18th century inte-
rior design, the other in Islamic art.  
Our Greek-born participant had a 
varied career; he owned an ice-
cream factory in London, set up a 
driving school and car showroom in 
Australia then returned to London 
and became Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica's top salesman!  

If you've enjoyed this dip into our  
stories look out for more coming soon 
on our website and our project news-
letter `Memories Shared'. For now the 
last words go to one of our participants 
who wrote to thank us for the Reminis-
cence at Home experience; “It was 
truly a minor miracle¼ how grateful I 
am that I jumped in with both feet. In-
stead of falling into despondency I 
ended by rising up beyond my fears.” 
 
SILCHESTER BATHS AND 
RUGBY CLUBS UPDATES 

Due to zealous editing of my article in 
your June newsletter, a vital point got 
lost. The Borough Council tried to pre-
sent their opponents on the Baths is-
sue as political and environmentalist 
freaks. In fact the campaign was an 
alliance of all political parties in the 
area, and community and tenants' as-
sociations. What the people in the 
area faced was new buildings, but no 
shops, no amenities, no community 
centre, to be shared by the inhabi-
tants. The campaign's architect did a 
brilliant design which re-used a part of 
the Baths but added to it a market 
place with shops and a community 
base. Robin Tuck 

The Rugby Clubs on Walmer Road 
(featured in issue 2) are being rebuilt 
and will re-open shortly. More news in 
next issue. 
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HISTORYtalk forthcoming events 
 
· Wednesday November 17 11am-12.30 `From Grand Mansions to Life in the Slums' It Starts In The Park 

History Walk and TalkÐ meet in Holland Park outside the caf� (south side) £3.50/£2.50 KCCHG members. 
Please ring RBKC Parks on 7471 9813 for details and bookings 

 
· Wednesday December 1 HISTORYtalk Annual General Meeting 2pm-4.30 at the Methodist Church,  
          240 Lancaster Road W11 4AH 
 
· Every Friday until Christmas 
 
                          Gloucester Court Reminiscence Group will be collecting Christmas memories and discussing 
                          celebrations from 2-4pm at 2 Bassett Road. For more info call Rhona Pattison on 020 8520 1581  

Spanish Memories Group. All welcome to come and share memories of SpainÐ meetings 
1.30-3.30pm at 240 Lancaster Road. Contact Lala Isla on 020 7249 2820 

 
· Starting in the new year Monday mornings at the Positive Age Centre, Dalgarno Way W10 `From Oxford 

Gardens to the North Pole'Ð Remembering and Recording North Kensington. For more details call Sue 
Snyder at HISTORYtalk 

 
 

Mas & Mayhem exhibition and 
performance at the Tabernacle Arts 
Centre, Powis Square, London W11  
tel: 020 7565 7890 
 
· Thursday November 11 2004: launch 

event (by invitation) from 6.30pm 
· Friday November 12 to Thursday 

November 18 (except Sunday): 
exhibition open to public 11am-9pm; 
performance 7.30pm 

· Friday November 19 to Saturday 
December 11 (except Sundays): 
exhibition 11am-9pm 

 
`Carnival in Notting Hill has survived because 
of passion; a passion that makes all Carnival 
organisers and artists work night and day to 
create their mas, to beat their pan, to play 
their music, to jump up, to jam, to be part of an 
ecstatic ritual that is danced out with body and 
soul on the road... This is not our story of 
Carnival. It is a collection of memories from 
different perspectives and slants. We present 
them as we heard them, directly from the 
mouths of almost a hundred people.' Sue 
McAlpine, Mas & Mayhem project manager 
 
For further information, or to request 
materials, visuals or interviews, please contact 
Melody Odusanya on 07818 223 493 or email 
modusanya@kcchg.org 

Mas & Mayhem Quiz: The first Notting Hill Carnival was in 1964. True or false?  
Best entry will go in the next newsletter. 


